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CHAPTER I. 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. — FIT OUT A FRIG- 
ATE FOR THE COAST. — RIVER OF SIERRA 
LEONE. — KROO CANOE. — SIERRA LEONE, — 
A VISIT TO THE BULLOM SHORE. — THE 
CHIEF MAMOODY. — NEGOTIATION. 

There are few who do not remember the 
strenuous and laudable efforts which were 
made at first by a few men, solely guided by 
what they felt to be the dictates of piety and 
integrity, and whose perseverance in placing 
before the British mind the enormous iniquity 
of the slave trade, succeeded in inculcating a 
feeling of remorse, which they hoped would 
only terminate its existence with that of the 
revolting trade itself. 
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This philanthropic school founded by perhaps 
not more than three men, Clarkson, Wilberforce, 
and Allen, by the force and truth of their 
humane representations, (so far as regarded the 
injustice of slavery in the abstract,) not only 
drew around it a host of supporters equally 
zealous in tracing the several avenues which 
led to the attainment of the freedom of the 
enslaved African, and ready to follow the 
banner elevated in that cause, but by its 
growth and earnest appeals it also attracted the 
attention of the statesman, whether he regarded 
it as a sound measure of policy, a great and 
moral justice, or whether he saw in its ready 
adoption the means of enhancing his own power 
and of gratifying his own ambition by using it 
for the mere purposes of rendering himself 
prominent as an advocate of so popular a 
subject. 

An English Crusade might be almost said to 
have been preached against the slave trade, and 
the continuation of slavery in the British 
Colonies ; the repeated meetings to frame and 
present petitions, in which the practices of the 
slave trade, and condition of the slave, were 
most elaborately and painAiUy exhibited, enlisted 
still farther the support of a very numerous 
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class, which not only re-echoed in their own 
circles the demand eloquently raised within the 
limits of Exeter Hall, and other appropriate 
places, but by way of reducing the yalue of the 
slaye as a labourer, they solemnly rejected, as 
&r as might be in their power, the consumption 
of slaye grown produce, a practice which 
became so popular, that, if the printed bills 
displayed on the samples of sugar, exposed in 
the grocers' shop windows could be belieyed, 
there was absolutely no slaye grown sugar used 
in England ! Under the cover however of the 
comfortable assurances contained in these bills, 
many a cup of tea was drank, doubly sweetened 
by the veritable saccharine matter, and the 
assertion that it was gained by the operation of 
free and willing labour. Gratefully the steam 
ascended, refreshing the senses and tranquil- 
lizing the harrowed feelings of the benevolent 
devote to the abolition of slavery, for the 
grocers' handbill had stated the sublime truth 
which gave unbounded licence to the confiding 
tea-drinker. 

It will be remembered that in 1830 the party 
arrogating to itself more than a common amount 
of liberality and philanthropy, succeeded in 
displacing their political opponents from those 
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dealer heartily laughed, and made preparations 
for an enlarged importation of slaves from 
Africa. 

It was at this time that the journalist received 
his appointment as senior lieutenant of a frigate, 
on board of which the broad pendant of the 
Commodore to command upon the coast of 
Africa was to be hoisted, and from whose 
journal the following pages are collected. By 
a new regfulation a commander formed one of 
the frigate's establishment, and this officer in the 
present instance having already distinguished 
himself in action with slavers upon that coast — 
indeed he had earned his promotion there, by 
his gallantry while commanding the celebrated 
Black Joke^ — and the frigate's destination being 
made known, it was not long before she was 
fully manned, for strange as it may appear there 
is no station more popular than is the pestilential 
coast of Africa. 

It is just possible that some who have read 
the first series of the '' Memoirs of Peregrine 
Scramble " may remember the relation therein 
contained of the existence of practices by no 
meana commendable during the period of fittiQg 
out a ship of war in 1810, — a system, which 
while it tended to the destruction of the best 
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feelings of our nature, inflicted also upon the 
i^rew a species of life not &r removed from that 
of the French prisoner in the hulks ; the chief 
difference was, that the latter was never allowed 
leave of absence from his prison hulk, but the 
former very sparingly was from his ship ; also, 
the prisoner never was engaged in work, but 
the sailor, of course, was, every day. In 1830, 
however, everything relating to this part of ship 
government had undergone a total change ; 
stated hours were appointed from the day of 
hoisting the pendant for the commencement and 
termination of the daily work ; after that had 
been completed, any man who wished to go on 
shore had only to ask leave, when his name 
being written upon the " liberty list," he was 
free to go where he pleased until the working 
hour of the next morning ; the result of which 
practice was, that going on shore became an 
object of little comparative concern to a great 
proportion of the ship's company, and during 
the whole time spent in fitting out the frigate, 
hardly an occurrence of a nature requiring 
serious notice intervened to disturb the well 
understood system which it was proposed should 
prevail on board the ship destined to receive 
the broad pendant of Commodore ■ * ■ > 
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whose character as an o£Scer always inspired 
unreserved sonfidence^ and whose conduct as a 
man gained for him an unqualified and general 
esteem. 

It was in the October of 1830 that the frigate 
which will be called the Tinette, left Spithead 
on her voyage to Sierra Leone, accompanied by 
the Seafiower, a small vessel built upon the 
plan of the Commodore^ and now to be em- 
ployed as a tender to his ship ; for at this time 
thoagh Exeter Hall raved over the existence of 
the slave trade^ there were not more than half 
a dozen ships of war and those of the worst 
description^ engaged upon the west coast of 
Africa, in the suppression of this traffic, much 
as was said upon that subject at the time in 
England, and therefore the Commodore was 
allowed by the admiralty to man from his frigate 
three small vessels, which would thus form so 
many additional cruizers, without calling for 
much additional expense, because the frigate 
herself would be kept nearly stationary, and 
the tenders would be refitted from stores 
which otherwise she would herself have used. 

After a little quaiTelling with south westers 
in the Bay of Biscay, one morning with a 
brilliant sun enlivening the whole visible ocean. 
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which like a vast mirror reflected back its rays, 
the cheering north east trade wind set in, and 
merrily hurried the frigate and her tender 
onwards to the scene of their future operations. 
The Madeira islands one day broke the even lina 
of the horizon as their rugged crests rose above 
it; shortly afterwards the sea wave was seen 
chafing and dashing against the low and dan- 
gerous salvages ; then came the lofty Peak of 
Tenerifie, haughtily towering into the skies, 
regardless of the storms which break around its 
cold and rocky summit; lastly, passing the 
cluster of the Cape de Verd, a short sail 
brought the Tinette within the influence of 
the African heavy and calm atmosphere. 
The north-east wind had died away, and a 
faint, uncertain breeze seemed impotently to 
propel tbe vessels ; in these latitudes even the 
elements themselves seem wrapped in lassitude, 
from which they are only occasionally awakened 
by the furious tornado, which, in its wild and 
irresistible rage, for a time sweeps everything 
before it, in one vast, ungovernable tumult. 

Imperceptibly almost the Tinette had glided 
along her course for the last few days, and as 
the morning broke she sat upon the unrippled 
surface of the sea, stately and motionless ; she 
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tr&6 not one of those Tessels, contented with and 
i^^ady to acknowledge the influence of the 
lightest air^ she i^equired an unquestionable 
amount of force befote she would consent to 
tnove^ being a frigate of that build of which her 
natne is illustrative, and since abolished to give 
{)lace to the unrivalled lines of an ^' Inconstant," 
and other modern designs. The Tinette was 
fiot disposed to avail herself of the " cat's-paws," 
which as they passed by, swelling uselessly for 
a momentary space the mfiss of canvass vainly 
courting its aid, and wfifting far beyond the 
sight of land the grateful aromatic perfume so 
often at this season, surprising the mariner 
occupied on the African coast, and for a time 
Recalling his mind to the pleasures of the life 
he once led, when without a care, as a boy, he 
ranged the meadows of his native land, rich in 
all their summer sweets and decorations. 

As the sun attained an elevation even these 
"cat's-paws" subsided, and a confirmed calm 
presided. In silent and immoveable dignity, 
the Tinette appeared to be alone upon the vast 
waters, with little prospect of being able to get 
any where else; this delusion with regard to 
solitude, however, was suddenly dispelled by a 
young midshipman darting along the deck with 
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the fat of a piece of salt pork in one hand, and 
a shark hook in the other ; he had seen the 
black, erect, dorsal fin of the creature cutting 
the glassy surface as it loitered round the frigate 
looking, as was alleged, for its human prey, 
and with all the eagerness of an enmity imbibed 
upon embracing a maritime life, he now sought 
the destruction of his foe. The bait was soon 
arranged and overboard, almost as soon the 
shark was seen rapidly advancing upon it, but 
when within a few feet the creature turned 
away like a lord chancellor apparently for the 
purpose of taking time to consider; in a few 
minutes it again came cautiously towards the 
bait, approached nearer, then once more turned 
aside; a light breeze had now given a little 
headway to the frigate, and the shark followed 
the bait, sometimes almost touching it with his 
nose — it seemed " very much inclined, but 
very much afraid," at length inclination assumed 
the mastery, and resolutely rushing forward, 
the savage creature half turned itself up and 
extending his enormous jaws, resolutely seized 
the bait, the line being slackened, it glided 
away with it in satisfied triumph. This was but 
momentary, for now the line was sharply and 
suddenly checked, and the huge monster found 
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himself towed by the frigate^ with a strong iron 
hook through his jaw ; the line was gradually 
hauled in, and when the fish was under the 
stern, a noose, called in nautical language a 
** bowling knot/* was passed outside from for- 
ward, dropped over the head, and getting under 
a fin, the captured wretch was soon hanging 
to the cathead and there undergoing all manner 
of horrid tortures, in revenge it was alleged, 
for the human lives which had been sacrificed 
either to its own appetite, or to that of the 
community to which he belonged. When mea- 
sured, its length was nearly eleven feet, and its 
jaws exhibited triple rows of the most beautifully 
white teeth imaginable, serrated at the edges, 
each terminating in a point rivalling the needle 
in sharpness. 

The light breeze had now freshened, and 
under all sail the frigate was running towards 
Sierra Leone at the rate of six or seven miles an 
hour. The lofty range from whence the place 
derives its name was soon seen emerging from 
the thick haze occasioned by the exhalations 
from the earth, saturated as it had been during 
the previous season with almost incessant rain, 
which together with the decomposed luxuriance 
of the vegetation, rank grass, and fallen foliage, 
renders this land so fatal to European life. 
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From the thickness of the haze at this season 
the land is generally very close before it can be 
seen^ and therefore in an hour's run the point 
forming the entrance to the river was distin- 
guished, a point somewhat elevated above the 
sea and termed Cape Sierra Leone : approaching 
it the large ground swell rolled over the 
"carpenter" rock at the entrance, hoarsely 
roaring as it fiothed over the pointed and 
rugged ridge which had intercepted its progress 
to a later dissolution on the beach beyond. 

The entrance of this river on the south side 
is rich in tropical attractions ; the channel lies 
close to the shore, and from that a mile or more 
to the northward, but beyond that distance is 
one continuous shoal bank, which only termi- 
nates its character of a shoal as it rises above 
the water some miles off to form the north bank 
of the river. The south bank is clothed with 
brushwood, and high trees to the water's edge, 
it is broken into creeks and bays exhibiting the 
most romantic irregularities in their outlines; 
here and there the white- washed huts of a 
village, the location of "liberated Africans,'* 
gaily broke upon the dark green foliage of the 
jungle forest, and as the frigate passed she 
arrested for a time the busy hand of occupation. 
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(if indeed the negro's hand is ever busy) to 
indulge in gazing at the graceful object as she 
hurried on her way to the anchorage. One 
canoe, paddled by two fine muscular blacks, 
kept way with the frigate; this little thing 
almost as fragile as the tender nautilus, its 
pointed head and stern rising far above the 
water, and its centre only resting on it, seemed 
to skim, with the velocity of a swallow, over its 
surface, with apparently little exertion on the 
part of the blacks within it ; this was a ** Kroo" 
canoe, and in which probably these men had 
transported themselves, hundreds of miles from 
their country, in search of labour at Sierra 
Leone. 

From the cape to the anchorage is but a short 
run, and the Tinette soon brought up in a 
rather spacious bay, on the east side of which 
stands the town. Although there are some pro- 
minent objects presenting themselves, such as 
the church, the barracks, commissariat, jail, &c., 
but these even combined with wide streets, 
and white-washed houses, leave the aspect of 
the place to betray the absence of energy and 
comfort. There is a character of languor and 
an unhealthy prestige, pervading the entire 
colony; enervated men listlessly lounge over 
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their counters^ or drag themselves from place 
to place when some busmess forces them into 
action; large dilapidated buildings denote the 
failure of those prospects which were once 
ardently entertained with reference to this 
possession ; huge fissures in the streets denote 
the heavy rains which have prevailed — weeds, 
grass^ and even indigo^ spring up in the unused 
parts — half famished dogs stretch out their 
attenuated limbs beneath the shade of some 
projecting corner — in short every thing possess- 
ing life appears in Sierra Leone to suffer, 
rather than to enjoy it, excepting the lizards and 
naval officers just arrived, whijh in every 
variety are seen sporting in the hottest sun, 
the latter appearing disposed to rival in daring 
exposure to the climate, even that little reptile 
itself. 

As soon after the duties dependent upon 
coming to an anchor would permit, the canoes 
which were hovering around, loaded with all the 
lighter productions of the African garden, were 
permitted to take possession of one side of the 
ship, the other being retained for the purposes 
of the service. The fruits are beyond concep- 
tion enticing, both in flavour and price, a basket 
containing from a dozen to eighteen pine-apples 
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were purchased for a ** cut-money," a species 
of currency formed by cutting a dollar into 
four equal parts, each of course intended to 
represent a quarter of a dollar, but it was 
found necessary to reject this system of making 
small coin or " change," because some adroit 
minds discovered that the dollar contained five 
quarters, instead of only four, as was at first 
supposed. 

There can be no question as to the superiority 
of the pine in its own country, over its species 
when cultivated in Europe; but this probably 
only arises from the person being in a state 
more calculated to enjoy it, from the efiect of 
the climate upon him; there it becomes the 
natural means of acquiring refreshment, and of 
reducing the heated temperature of the blood, 
while in Europe it is accepted merely as a 
luxury to gratify by its unusual fiavour a 
palate already cloyed with the various delights 
of the table. 

Amongst other canoes which came alongside 
was that one which has been already noticed; 
the two Kroomen who conducted her, imme- 
diately mounted the side, and one of them 
presented a ^^book," or in other words a 
certificate of good conduct to the commander. 
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(an officer who must not be confounded with 
the Commodore,) whom he had previously 
known in the Sybille frigate^ which ship at 
one time, bore the broad pendant upon the 
African station. This ^^book" described the 
bearer to be " Jem George/' a head Krooman, 
who was represented as a most proper person 
to be employed in that capacity, and one in 
whom confidence could be placed for procuring 
such others as might be wanted for the service 
of the frigate. 

These men belong to a tribe peculiar to 
that part of the coast lying between the fifth 
and seventh parallels of north latitude, and 
of which Cape Falmas forms the south extreme; 
how far this tribe extends itself inland, is very 
little known, but from the number constantly 
employed in the ships of war, and trading 
vessels of England, from one end to the other 
of the western coast of Africa, as well as from 
the fact of a large body being always at Sierra 
Leone, waiting for ships to hire them, or for 
merchants to employ them in the heavy and 
fatal work of loading timber ships up the 
Sierra Leone Mellacoree, or other neighbouring 
rivers, it may be presumed that they form a 
very numerous community, more especially 
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because there remain at the same time in the 
Kroo territory many more than are necessary 
to answer the requirements of domestic and 
agricultural life, independently of whom, there 
are a large proportion of this tribe engaged 
in the pursuit of fishing, and who are therefore 
called "fishmen," but who in reality are 
nothing more than Kroomen engaged in business 
afloat, just as the fishermen of our own coast 
are, and who might with equal reason be called 
" fishmen." 

The Kroomen have established themselves, 
as it were, in a small colony at Sierra Leone» 
the locality being called Krootown, from this 
place every ship of war employed upon the 
African coast, takes such a proportion as she 
is allowed, and every merchant ship, as many as 
she may require, according to the nature of her 
operations ; without such auxiliaries it would be 
almost impossible to carry on either the service 
of cruizing, or that of trade, upon this coast ; 
they perform all the heavier duties, such as 
procuring wood and water, and submit to any 
exposure, or extent of labour, without even 
suffering from the first, or shrinking from the 
last ; perfect confidence may be placed in them 
if they are treated with kindness, firmness, and 
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above all. with a just and impartial regard to 
lieir rights and comforts, as part of the ship's 
company ; a consideration which has sometimes 
been forgotten, and they then become sullen, 
shuffling, and discontented, as naturally they 
may. During nearly eleven years service upon 
the coast of Africa, having some of these men 
always employed, none ever were known to 
drink, and if they used low and unseemly 
language, it was expressed in their own tongue, 
for they certainly never acquired that which 
is but too current not only in naval life, but 
equally so amongst other classes throughout 
the British dominions. Perhaps however the 
most prominently distinctive characteristic of 
this tribe, is the unqualified fact, that they 
cannot be made slaves ; this is so well known 
by the slave dealers, and captains of vessels 
trading for slaves, that neither will now for a 
moment entertain the thought of taking a 
Krooman as a slave ; before this resolute 
defiance of captivity was known, two were 
taken on board a Spanish slaver, and treated 
as were the rest of the ^* cargo," but, unlike 
the others, these Kroomen sternly refused to 
eat or drink, and in a few days by death, they 
proved how vain was the attempt to enslave 
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them. Whatever may be their wars or quarrels 
on shore^ or in their own country, they are, 
when on board, not only kind to each other, but 
ready to share whatever, by some piece of 
good fortune, may fall more abundantly on one 
than on others ; this remark, however, applies 
to food, fruit, &c., and not to money or mer- 
chandize, which latter is carefully accumulated 
to be carried to their own country, the return 
to which, at stated periods, they cherish with 
a fond desire that nothing can obliterate. 

Such is the outline of the character and 
feeling of the Kroomen, two of whom now 
presented themselves on the quarter deck of 
the Tinette ; one of them was a man of 
moderate height, with an open, good humoured 
countenance, broad shoulders, an expansive 
chest, and with a general developement of 
muscular strength, seldom seen on this coast, 
but in the form of the Krooman. The other 
was a man of more than six feet in height, 
with a peculiar placidity of countenance, rather 
slender, but otherwise well made ; neither of 
these men partook of the heavy unintelligent 
feature of the true born negro, and this is a 
difierence enjoyed by the tribe, indeed the 
high nose and prominent forehead is more or 






rPON THE SLAVB COAST. 21 

less exhibited throughout it; each man was 
dressed in very ^^ light marching order/' or 
rather it might have been properly termed 
** swimming order^" and they each presented 
a ''book" to the Commander; one I hare 
already mentioned^ was described as being 
Jem George/' the other was represented as 
Tom Seedy^" it may excite surprise that men 
belonging to a tribe of blacks^ upon the coast 
of Africa, should hare used names which 
either in full, or under abbreviation, would 
appear to hare belonged to England, but this 
is easily accounted for. 

It seems that when the ships of war first 
were allowed to take on board Kroomen as 
part of the complement, there was found to be 
much difficulty in distinctly marking the native 
name of the individual who was a candidate for 
employment in the service of the sovereign, 
their names being almost uniformly comprised 
in a monosyllable ; with that readiness to meet 
an emergency, which is generously conceded 
to the naval officer, the embarrassment was 
removed by arbitrarily affixing to each Krooman 
any name that might be suggested by the 
humour, the temper, the classical recollections, 
and in many cases, the political feelings, of 
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the officer^ in whose hands this species of 
patronage was vested ! thus, '^ Jem George," 
propably sprung from an ardent monarchist; 
"Tom Seedy," from some evidences of a 
previously harrassed life; but it was not 
uncommon to find " Julius Caesar/' ranged up 
with "Capt. Johnson," *'Pale Ale," and 
" Frying-pan"; in short, every name, and term 
to be found in the classical, political, mercantile, 
culinary, and other vocabularies, was borne by 
some one or other of the Kroomen, a practice 
to which they never objected, indeed they 
seemed rather to concur in the expediency 
of it 

The commander of the Tinette was a man of 
whom *' every one spoke well," and of bitter 
material in truth must have been that being who 
could bear other testimony of him ; he took 
the hands of the two men, for there is no 
degradation in admitting this freedom with a 
" head Krooman," each of whom at the same 
time bent down nearly to the deck, and reading 
over the ** books," he easily recognized the 
identity of his former subordinates, informed 
them that they were to be entered upon the books 
of the frigate, and directed that they should 
immediately return on shore to select the men 
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required for her^ bringing also a proportionate 
nmnber for each of the tenders^ upon the 
receipt of which instructions they leapt into 
their light canoe^ and she darted to the beach 
under the *' Kroo town/' with the rapidity of 
an arrow as it flies to the target. 

In the colony of Sierra Leone not less than 
forty thousand captured slaves have been impor- 
ted, and remain under the term of ** liberated 
Africans/' but to what useful end, as colonists, 
no one practically conversant with the system 
observed towards them can divine; so far as 
their own comfort is involved in the change 
from slavery in Cuba, to freedom at Sierra 
Leone, they are of course great gainers ; but as 
to their settlement in the latter having provided 
sound proof of their advance, either religiously, 
morally, or as an industrious peasantry, it is all 
nonsense; when in England surrounded by 
riches, and all the luxuries which riches can 
give, it is pleasing to the enthusiast to draw a 
picture of the African and his family, endeavour- 
ing to increase his comforts by assiduously 
embracing a life of labour and industry, and in 
the evening, after toiling in the burning rays 
of the sun, to imagine him contentedly and 
thankfully taking his frugal meal, and glowing 
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with gratitude to the nation which was se- 
lected to be the instrument of his freedom, 
and subsequent happiness; it is an innocent 
amusement to fancy him reclaimed from the 
degradations of savage life^ to be made sensible 
of the blessings of civilization^ and through that 
of the inestimable privileges belonging to the 
christian state ; it is cheering to calculate upon 
the contribution he annually makes towards the 
support of the guardian of the Empire^ by 
assisting in the consumption of her exports, 
and by enriching the colony of which he is 
an inhabitant by his labour; these are the 
reflections of a benevolent and warmhearted 
man, but unhappily they amount to little more 
than reflections. 

The negro although he has been given land, 
located with his companions in a village under 
a superintendant, although he has heard the 
sacred truths of Christianity — although he has 
been instructed in the advantages of industrious 
habits, yet, he still retains the negro propen- 
sities, from which nothing can drive or entice 
him : he verifies the line, which says, " a little 
knowledge is a dangerous thing," ability to read 
teaches him to despise labour. It is true that 
in the several villages scattered about the colony 
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of Sierra Leone^ there are individual evidences 
of a desire to increase the household comforts 
up to a certain extent^ but this desire can only 
be taken as the exception to the rule, and not 
for the rule itself. 

The industry of the negro amounts to no 
more than what he thinks will procure 
vegetables and fruit for himself and his family, 
if he has a young family — should there be any 
thing over, he will send it to the market, and 
the price of it procures him such things for 
a very limited domestic use as he may fancy. 
His religion consists chiefly in attending some 
chapel on a Sunday, where, he is frequently 
worked up to a state bordering upon phrensy ; 
and his morality seldom leads him to resist 
the exchange for pecuniary reward of the 
purity of those, to whom his parental affection 
should have been a constant guardian : like 
the animal, he is devoted to his helpless 
infant, but regardless of its welfare when 
grown up. 

The whole attempt is a melancholy failure — 
melancholy because the best hopes of excellent 
men have been frustrated, and because it has 
been fully proved that as yet the endeavour 
of England to extend Christianity and civiliza- 

c 
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tton in Africa, has only resulted in an 
enormous loss of life, talent, and treasure. 

At the time of the arrival of the Tinette 
at Sierra Leone, the colony was somewhat 
apprehensive of an attack from the neighbour- 
ing chiefs; in consequence of which, the 
organization of a militia was under execution. 
His excellency the governor was of course 
Colonel in chief, and well it was for the 
militia that they had for their commandant 
an officer so thoroughly equal to the task of 
teaching the art of war, to hands, which 
never befixre had wielded any thing more 
offensive than a pen, and command to heads 
which had contemplated only a campaign in 
the ledger. The Lieutenant Colonel looked 
an officer, if he were not one, as he sat on his 
black horse apparently surprised on finding 
itself a charger, in his uniform of dark green 
and silver ; he was a prudent man so far, and 
while the Colonel in chief zealously exerted 
himself in the matters of drilling and manoeu- 
vering, he was content to follow at a humble 
distance, in silent thankAilness : there was 
nothing too insignificantly faulty not to be 
corrected, in the mind of the Governor, and 
if a man handled his musket awkwai'dly in 
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the lines^ in an instant the reins of die 
Governor's horse were thrown to an orderly, 
and good naturedly taking the piece tram the 
militia jxnm, he wonld practically «how him 
the pr<^r manner of performing the exercise ; 
lie was a man who disregarded mere etiquette, 
where for a positive good it was to be 
sacrificed. 

A sketdi of the military history of this officer 
is interesting; by his excellent conduct, and 
studious habits, from the rank of a non- 
conmiissioned officer, he was promoted to an 
Ensigncy; in that rank he found greater 
opportunities of showing his abilities, and was 
rapidly advanced, until having attained the 
higher grade of Major, he was appointed to be 
commandant of the then newly formed settle- 
ments upon the river Gambia. In this capacity 
he acqiiitted himself so much to the gratification 
of the merchants and other inhabitants, that he 
was presented by them with a valuable piece 
of plate, on being appointed Governor of 
Sierra Leone; a dangerous distinction which 
was awarded to him. 

This colony he governed for some period 
with equal success, but it now happened that a 
party had obtained to power in England, with 

c 3 
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whom it is more meritorious in a Governor to 
blind himself to official delinquencies, than to 
disturb the Colonial office by exposing them — 
a party with whom a Governor is to be a 
species of May-day puppet, round whom the 
public plunderers are to dance, sing, and 
enrich themselves, while he, wreathed in their 
adulation, is tacitly to submit to become the 
instrument of their wiles, and the ruin of the 
best interests of the colony; to this the 
Governor of Sierra Leone was recalled. 

If the negro is indolent during the day, he 
is active enough during the night ; hardly has 
the short twilight dwindled into darkness, than 
the eternal "Tom Tom" commences its 
monotonous drumming, to the note of which, 
the old and young repair to pass the night in a 
species of native dance, as unseemly in gesture, 
as it is awkward in attitude, accompanying 
every movement with a song, which however is 
but a repetition of a few words, strung together 
without meaning or interest ; at these meetings 
the young negroes of both sexes are found in 
abundance, and the consequences can easily be 
imagined. 

The Kroo-town, on the contrary, is silent 
when the night has set in, and its inhabitants 
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are then quietly resting from the labour of 
the day. 

Fearful as is the climate of Sierra Leoixe^ 
it has acquired a more terrific reputation by 
a practice which at one time prevailed of 
enlisting condemned criminals^ and forming 
them into a corps to serve only upon the 
shores of Western Africa, and upon condition 
that they never were to return to England, a 
condition hardly necessary, considering the 
nature of the climate, and the character of 
the person; however there were many who 
preferred the short career of a soldier in Sierra 
Leone, to either a more rapid and ignominious 
termination of it at home, or otherwise, the 
life of a convict in the hulks. The corps was 
soon formed and embarked for its destination, 
and no sooner was it landed, than the conse- 
quences were seen ; morning after morning, 
men were found lying about the road-sides, 
and streets, just where they had in their 
intoxication fallen down; fever ensued, and 
in a short time, the funeral note of the band 
became (beautiAilly solemn, as it is) too common 
to be an attraction. This was what might have 
been contemplated, it was but deferring an 
execution, enticing the criminal in the mean 
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time, to add to the burden of infamy he 
already bore. The common language of these 
men wa8> "-we are never to return to our 
country, hurrah, for a short and merry 
Kfe,** and dreadfially was their view realized; 
it had however the eflfect of arresting so cruel 
and pernicious a system, and probably was 
the origin of the black African corps, the 
method of recruiting of which, is rather an 
anomaly when considered with reference to 
those whom we designate " liberated Africans." 
The system is this* A slaver with a ^^cargo" 
is sent in by one of the cruisers, the ^^ cargo" 
is landed in the ^* liberated African" yard, 
previously to their being located, apprenticed, 
or enlisted. In a day or two, some few of the 
soldiers of the African corps (they are now called 
" West India Regiments,") are introduced into 
the yard, aad by their dress and healthy appear- 
ance no doubt would attract volunteers, but it is 
inferred that there is a latent desire for military 
life in the unhappy slave, and such a number 
as are wanted are selected from the most 
promising of the ^^cargOr" They are then 
asked if they will enlist, the meaning of which 
question is a perfect riddle to them, and a 
low grunt from each being invested with the 
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responsibility of an affirmative^ they are marched 
away to tfaie barracks^ where they axe initiated 
in all the my steries of asoldier's life and duties, 
snch is the fstte of many of the so called 
*' liberated Africans." 

The villages Ibrmed by locating the " liber- 
ated Africans," are in general extremely well 
superintended and are situated, from three 
miles and upwards, to about twelve from the 
metropolis of the colony. The streets are 
wide and as airy as in such latitudes they 
can be ; the houses, which vary from a 
thatched hut, to something ranldng near a 
cottage, are detached, and discover in some 
instances, an attention to cleanliness, very 
unusual in Africa. Each village has its school, 
and in general, a minister of some persuasion 
and colour, for they are various, expoimds 
to the residents the scriptures. Around each 
house is a piece of groimd, large enough to 
supply the wants of the negro family, more 
than which, would be misapplied if allotted 
to them, for with all the benefit of scriptural 
and scholastic instruction, the negro repudiates 
industry as nearly as he can, beyond what 
will supply his wants. The condition of these 
villages is altogether attributed to the observ- 
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ances exacted by the superintendant, and 
the degree of attention extended to the con- 
duct of the villagers; whenever it happens 
that events interpose to obstruct these authori- 
ties, in prosecuting this beneficial system of 
domestic discipline, the "liberated African" 
will, in almost every instance, relapse into 
the original habits of African life, even though 
he may have been bom under those more 
nearly resembling the customs of the European 
peasant. It is quite futile to expect that the 
nature of the negro can be changed ; to effect 
this, would be to instil into his mind the 
energy of the European ; but this supplies no 
reason for making him a slave, on the contrary, 
if it has pleased Providence to grant the 
European, higher intellectual powers, than 
has been given to the negro, the latter should 
become rather an object of his care, than of 
his oppression; nevertheless, his nature can 
be no more changed, than can the colour of 
his skin. 

It is a curious and discouraging fact, that 
when the two young boys, said to be sons 
of the king of Ashantee, (which they were 
not, one being his nephew, the other, the 
son of one of the "headmen" in attendance 
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upon the king,) were returned to their native 
country, after having had an English education 
bestowed upon them, and the best of principles 
and habits inculcated, by perhaps the most 
zealous and sincere friend that ever worked 
for African exaltation — they immediately 
retrograded to the indolent and abandoned 
pursuits prevailing at Coomassie, the capital 
of the Ashantee kingdom. 

After these excursions round the town of 

* 

Sierra Leone, the Lieut. Colonel of the Militia, 
who had by this time re-assumed his mercantile 
character, invited the journalist to accompany 
him to the other side of the river, called 
from the word signifying a "low" country, 
the " Bullom Shore." It seemed, that the 
chief of Bullom, who owes no allegiance to 
the British Sovereign, had raised some obstacle 
to the passage of trade through his territory, 
which is a step often adopted by these half 
civilized despots, whenever they are in want 
of any articles of merchandize, which they 
have not produce or money to pay for, and 
where their credit has become a little thread- 
bare; this was the unfortunate position in which 
the Chief of Bullom foimd himself, and he took 
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advantage of some trifling occurrence to put 
an embargo updn all the Bullom canoes. 

The gallant Lieut-Colonel seemed much 
more familiar with the duties to be performed 
under the straw hat and loose white jacket^ 
than he was with those attached to the plume^ 
epaulettes^ spurs and swofd^ the two last 
appendages were indeed^ whether on or off his 
charger^ the fertile cause of much embarrass^ 
ment to him. Divested of all this military 
insignia^ he cheerfully seated himself in an 
eight-oared galley^ and launching upon the 
wide waters of the Sierra Leone river, they 
both reached the Bullom shore^ after a row of 
perhaps an hour and a half. 

Ascending a steep cliff, of a dark red brown 
Colour, and about fifty feet in elevation, they 
struck off into a narrow path, (the common 
style of high road throughout Western Africa ;) 
it led through an otherwise impervious jungle, 
with the magnificent cotton tree, towering its 
head and extending its vast branches, heavily 
loaded with the richest foliage, and lording it 
over the minor tenants of the forest. A little 
farther, tihte graceful palm curved and drooped 
its long leaves, as if conscious of ,the shelter 
they required; excepting one of the galley's 
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crew, they were unaccompanied^ and had ample 
opportunity of estimating the luxuriant beauty 
of the scenery, when surrounded by it as they 
were. It occasionally opened, and discovered 
the noble river rippling on the beach beneath, 
and its course aa it wound away far into the 
country. Immediately opposite was the town 
of Sierra Leone, with the lofty range of 
mountains rising directly behind it, on whos^ 
wooded sides might be seen, the white resi- 
dences of the colonists, who sought in these 
elevated retreats, security, being as they fondly 
hoped beyond the range of the fatal fever. 
One of these was placed upon the very summit 
of a conically shaped mountain, and may be 
there now, if the annual deluge of rain has not 
washed it down, but alas ! the boundary line of 
the African fever has not yet been ascertained : 
like a paltry-minded government, it penetrate9 
with its poison, and paralyzes every energy of 
the territory through which it gloomily strides^ 
sensible of its sufferings but unable to throw off 
the cause of them, 

A walk of about a mile brought them to a 
kind of paling fence, in which was a wicket 
gate recUning upon one side, and trusting only 
to the lower hinge for even that approach to 
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its legitimate position; passing through this^ 
they followed a path which after much winding 
hrought them to the verandah of an extremely 
well constructed native residence, for these 
cannot fairly he called huts, and to call them 
houses would present to the English mind 
buildings, utterly removed from them in 
material, accommodation, and design. An 
attendant of the BuUom chief met them here, 
he said that his master expected the visit, and 
would very soon be with them, with which 
intimation he listlessly took the hand of the 
Lieut, Colonel and led them both to an apart- 
ment within the verandah ; it was a dark and 
small room, a rude table made of the teak wood 
of the country occupied its centre, about which 
were placed some Mandingo stools. This piece 
of furniture is generally cut from a solid block ; 
resting upon a flat, a pillar springs up at each 
comer, one also rising from the centre; above 
these, the seat is formed, which varies in size, 
but is always made to curve up most comfortably 
on each side. It is often elaborately covered 
with carved work, descriptive of the Mandingo 
taste and pursuits. 

At the expiration of perhaps a quarter of an 
hour, the chief of Bullom walked in. He is a 
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Mandingo^ and as a consequence a Mahomedan ; 
a flowing robe concealed his tall and large 
person, as it rather gracefully hung from his 
shoulders and bare neck; a dirty cotton cap 
fitted to the top of his head with a point coming 
over each ear, and his feet shuffled about in a 
pair of much-worn yellow slippers, — this con- 
stituted the dress of the chief of Bullom, whose 
mandate had arrested the trade with the British 
colony. 

There is no form on these occasions, such 
visits are merely matters of commercial import, 
or, of individual interest; in the present 
instance the first was the consideration. The 
African chief has much tact in avoiding the 
subject of the negotiation, thinking, or hoping, 
that by affecting indifference he may enhance 
the price of his concession. He took his seat 
by his visitors, and in a friendly, familiar tone, 
said in broken English, " Well how do, Mac 
Cormack ? " which was the name of the Lieut- 
Colonel, (he was well known to the numerous 
chiefs of the neighbouring country, and the 
first who established the African timber trade, 
having at one time by it realized a large 
fortune;) in reply to the question of the chief, 
Mac Cormack made a similar enquiry, and for 
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some time a perfect silence reigned. This it 
was easier for the African than for the European 
to maintain ; the former could lose nothing he 
now possessed, although he might not gain, but 
the latter had a heavy stake involved, nothing 
less than a renewal of trade with a territory 
which had been one of his best customers. 

^' Mamoody," said Mac Cormack, " we have 
lived for a long time like brothers, — you send 
to me for gunpowder, tobacco, for cloth, for 
rum, what time did I send your men away 
empty handed?" 

Mamoody replied by a long drawn significant 
"Ah!" 

Mac Cormack continued, — "your people 
come to trade with me-they bring nothing to 
pay with — I know the word of Mamoody is 
good, and I trust them — they go far, far 
away — I don*t care, Mamoody has said they 
wiU come back — one time they come, but now 
you say they shall not come again, — for why 
do you say this?" 

Another "Ah!" of a still more prolonged 
description escaped Mamoody, but Mac 
Cormack was not to be baffled. " I come 
to-day, to teU Mamoody, that Mac Cormack 
cannot come again to BuUom shore — to-day he 
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is come to say good-bye to Mamoody — war is 
come, and Mac Cormack must send his goods 
where there is no war between the chief and 
his countrymen. Mac Cormack is sorry, but 
Mamoody will have war." 

A pause ensued, which was broken by 
Mamoody calling for one of his attendants. 
When he came Mamoody addressed him in 
the Mandingo language, which Mac Cormack 
understood, and said to his companion in a low 
tone, " he is ordering somethiag for us to eat," 
and giving some directions to his boatmen, the 
man left us. 

Mac Cormack then renewed the same plain- 
tive style of attack, to which the chief hardly 
answered by anything more than the imprac- 
ticable monosyllable, which he treasured up, it 
appeared, for such occasions. 

Having continued in this strain for some 
considerable period, he was interrupted by the 
enttance of three or four blacks, each bearing in 
his hands some earthen-ware vessel containing 
material for dinner; ^having placed them on 
the table, one of them said something to 
Mamoody, pointing at the same time to the 
preparations which were made. Mamoody rose 
and invited the party to eat. 
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In a large blue and yellow wash-hand basin 
was a round ball of rice, about six inches in 
diameter, it was beautiftdly cooked and as 
round as if it had been careftdly cast in a 
mould ; a large white jug contained palm wine, 
a most unpalatable beverage got by tapping the 
palm tree, and in a small sized footbath, a mess 
of ^^ Scous-cous " was served up, there were 
one or two other dishes the nature of which it 
was difficult to speculate upon, with any chance 
of being right ; before each person at the table 
was a plate, basin, and wooden spoon ; curious 
as the arrangement of Mamoody's dinner 
service might appear to the European, yet to 
him there was nothing extraordinary in it, 
for he had neither purchased nor applied any 
part of it, but for the purpose to which it was 
now appropriated ; and helping themselves by 
dipping their basins in the soup bath, and by 
digging their spoons into the rice ball, they 
were all soon well and actively engaged in 
a practical discussion of Mamoody's repast. 

The effect of Mac Cormack's observations, 
combined with that of the dinner, . aided 
possibly as well by a draught of palm wine, was 
propitious to the attainment of the object held 
in view, by Mac Cormack. The meal being 
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finished^ Mac Cormack rose to go away, but 
the chief stopped him, and with a cunning 
expression of feature said, ^^ Have you come to 
me with an empty hand " ? 

^'You have stopped the road, and trade 
cannot come," said Mac Cormack. 

** But you can give me something," said the 
chief. 

** Not while the road is stopped ; when you 
stop your country road, the ^^ TubaU Mansa," 
(White King, or Governor,) stops the sea road 
Mamoody," said Mac Cormack. 

"Ah" sighed the chief — Mac Cormack 
imitated him, and seemed to be going away. 

"Mac Cormack, you cannot leave your 
friend so ; shall Mamoody send a man to show 
you the way to your boat ?" 

"That wiU be good Mamoody," said Mac 
Cormack, "can Mamoody's man bring this 
book, (a paper) after Mamoody has put his 
name to say it is a good paper ?" 

" He can," said Mamoody, laughing a little. 
Mac Cormack then produced a sheet of paper, 
at the end of which Mamoody scrawled some- 
thing which he termed his signature, and nearly 
at the same time the boat's crew appeared, each 
carrying some article of merchandize, which 



42 SEVEN YEARS 

being dttly deposited in the chiefs residence, 
Mac Cormack received the paper in exchange, 
and the roads were again open for trade. This 
having been satisfactorily accomplished, both 
returned to Sierra Leone. 

Considering the unbounded control of the 
chiefs of Africa, so far as it extends to the 
negative power over trade, bad as is the system 
of bribing them to be just, perhaps it is the 
only one which would be at all e£fective, and as 
all the merchants are implicated in the practice, 
they can be hardly said to suffer, for the value 
of goods so given away is sure to be charged in 
an extra per centage upon the general sales, a 
fact either not perceived, or not heeded by the 
chief, who cares not how much his people are 
pillaged, so long as he himself acquires mer- 
chandize about him. 

There are in A£rica two prices amongst the 
merchants, they are called " black and white," 
the former bears an ad valorem percentage, 
varying from seventy to one hundred and 
fifty ; the latter from twenty five to thirty : the 
natives nevertheless have been as instrumental 
in bringing about this system, as have the 
British merchants; the latter are obliged to 
trust a large amount of property annually to 
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the care of natire traders, who are able to give 
no aecority for it whatever ; these people either 
trarel tlie country disposing of the goods as 
best they may be able, or otherwise they take 
them to the town in which they Uve, and there 
sell them as an inferior merchant would; it 
is seldom that any retam is made to the 
European until a twelvemonth has expired, 
and then he must take the chance of the 
demand for Afirican produce in the British 
markets. This delay in making a return, 
combined with the losses attributable to the 
want of integrity in many of the natives^ or to 
those incurred by the firequent deaths which 
take place where European agents are employed 
in the country, necessarily forces the British 
merchant to exact a high price for his goods. 
There can be no doubt that in the first opening 
of the trade with western Africa, the native 
was unmercifully fleeced by the more experi- 
enced European, this has been and ever will be 
the consequence attending the first exchanges be- 
tween savage and civilized dealers, but the com- 
petition which immediately takes place amongst 
those of the latter order, soon enlightens 
the former upon the mysteries of trade, 
and as he is never in a hurry to do any thing, 
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while with the other rapid dispatch is of vital 
importance^ the African has an unquestionable 
advantage in negotiation. When the slave- 
trade was declared illegal by England, the 
Liverpool merchants, who were those principally 
engaged in that traffic, turned their attention 
and capital to the palm oil trade ; at first this 
article of commerce could be obtained for 
about seven or eight pounds a puncheon, and 
large fortunes were in consequence rapidly 
made; in a short time competition taught the 
native the value of this produce, and it as 
immediately rose to a price which hardly left 
little more than a remuneration to the British 
merchant. 
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CHAPTER II. 

COMMAND A TENDER TO THE FRIGATE. — LEAVE 
SIERRA LEONE. — ST. GEORGE d'eLMINA. — 
CAPE COAST CASTLE. — ASTRONOMICAL GOVER- 
NOR — ^HABITS OF LIFE. — PORTER AND PALE 
ALE. — A SALUTE.-;— THE " CUNKA." — ASHAN- 
TEES AND SIR CHARLES MACARTHT. — ACCRA. 
AFRICAN SETTLEMENTS. — CIVILIZATION NOT 
ON THE INCREASE. — THE VOLTA. 

One morning the writer of this journal was 
sent for at an early hour by the Commodore, 
and informed, that he was to prepare himself 
with all haste to take command of the tender, 
which has been already mentioned as having 
sailed from England in company with the 
frigate. To him this was a measure which 
conveyed much gratification, because it gave an 
hourly prospect of forcing for himself, that 
which a Whig government would not willingly 
give him, namely promotion. His family 
political tenets were, as they had for centuries 
been, of that species termed Tory, and as those 
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who sincerely entertain such, seldom take the 
trouble to conceal them, so it was manifest, that 
he stood no chance of being favoured by men who 
governed upon the express determination of 
serving those only who supported their political 
views, reserving also a little encouragement for 
the "trimmers*'; hardly, however, had this 
party, launched upon the wave of "reform," 
begun to explore its extent, than it found out 
that the vessel it had constructed required all 
the best sailors that could be found to navigate 
her — that the sea was a rough one, and that 
rocks and land surrounded her — that she strained 
much, and had no mechanics who knew much 
about repairing her : — lastly, that she became 
foul at bottom, and could hardly be made to go 
ahead at all. In the midst of this, the captain, 
a fine grey old gentleman, threw up his com- 
mission, and left her to be managed by a set of 
men, called by sailors " sea-lawyers " and " sea- 
cooks," saying something about " pressure," not 
impressment, for that was only talked of by hito 
and his officers before he was appointed to 
command the vessel. 

In this dilemma it became necessary to rally 
up all the best hands that could be found 
amongst those who helped to launch the craft, 
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and as these were found there upon the ground, 
it was necessary to engage others from whom 
no assistance in equipping the vessel had been 
derived ; they would however only do the wrork 
of the place^ and not go aside to meddle with 
any other matters, so a determination was made 
to employ as many and reward as few of these 
as possible, scattering advancement at the same 
time amongst their own friends; for which 
reason many were rather unpleasingly depen- 
dent upon their own exertions, and felt that 
they were serving people acting under false 
pretences. 

Detached service however, opened a new 
prospect, and in the course of the day, he 
had assumed the command of a Tender, 
having with him a well assorted crew of officers 
and men, the former being composed of an 
assistant Surgeon, and three Midshipmen. 
It now was necessary to select the Kroomen, 
whom to the number of ten, he was allowed 
to take on board. The first of these who 
volunteered, was '^Tom Seedy," as headman, 
he was received, and directed to bring nine 
Others on board, which direction having being 
completed during the day, the Tender was 
reported to the Commodore as being ready 



48 RUNNING DOWN THE COAST. 

for sea, and the next morning at the '^wee 
sma hour ajout" the twelve, with the ^^Tom 
Tom" and the singing insect of the tropical 
night, only breaking the otherwise universal 
stillness, she was silently dropping out of the 
river, under the influence of a land breeze, 
and strong tide, to gain her cruizing ground, 
in the bight of Biafra and its vicinity. 

At daylight, the lofty range of the Sierra 
Leone mountains were far in the misty dis- 
tance. The land breeze which had been fresh, 
was now losing its strength, and the morning 
work of the vessel was announced by the 
heavy splashing of water, and hoarse growl 
of the " holystone" as it passed over the deck, 
to have commenced. A short calm followed, 
and, the sea breeze having set in, the Tender 
was running, under all the canvass that would 
draw, rapidly to the southward. For the first 
time in his life, the Commander of the Tender 
found himself without a companion, a position 
by no means congenial to his tastes, but this 
was the necessary price of being in command 
of a vessel of war, and there is nothing which 
so much shows the value of personal resources 
and acquirements. The Commander may have 
officers at dinner with him, at his breakfast. 



BUNlfING DOWN THB CO^ST« 49 

but he has no companion to speak with in 
tlie unemployed hour^ on subjects which for 
a time break down the monotonous rigidity 
of the service. It was a new life for him ; 
and accustomed as he was^ to the duties of 
methodizing a ship of war^ it took but a 
short tone to exhaust that resource now only 
supplied by so small a vessel as the tender^ 
and in a little time he found himself making 
an acquaintance^ intimate as it might be, with 
the whole line of the western coasts by a 
minute examination of the charts which traced 
its outlines^ and described its rivers and 
anchorages. Harbours there are none after 
passing Sierra Leone; one low, flat country, 
distinguishes this part of Africa, and tires the 
voyager by its tmvarying tameness, till the 
Calabar river is reached^ when the magnifi- 
cent Cameroon mountains tower from their 
huge base into the skies above, and are often 
seen one hundred and twenty miles distant. 
After these, again the coast assumes its low 
and swampy character, as if the vast mass of 
its earth had been set aside to form the 
Cameroons. 

Nothing, absolutely nothing can be made 
of a voyage along this coast, unless the vessel 
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is anchored at the numerous trading towns, as 
the huts are termed^ which cluster here and 
there upon the sea beach; even this would 
but supply a repetition of accounts of palm 
oil, elephants' teeth^ cane wood^ and the oily 
ground nut^ gilded here and there, with a 
few ounces of gold dust. So similar is the 
daily scenery, that it becomes a matter of 
relief, to watch even the porpoise, sporting 
under the bows, as the vessel foams through 
the water. And the fin, which cutting the 
surface of the sea in a calm, marking the 
locality of the shark, as it loiters around, in 
hopes of, possibly, its human food. At this 
time, except at the Gallinas, a place about 
one hundred and fifty miles from Sierra 
Leone, there was no prospect of meeting with 
a slaver, until the tender arrived in the Bight 
of Benin, more than twelve hundred miles 
distant, therefore to hurry over the interme- 
diate space was of the first import. 

After a time the Dutch forts of Elmina 
presented themselves to view : this is by far the 
place of the most imposing appearance on the 
coast. The principal fort is a very extensive 
building, standing upon an elevated and rocky 
point of land, and, as all the forts in Africa are 
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white-washed, it has the appearance of being in 
a good state of preservation, whether it be so or 
not. The flag of Holland gaily waves over its 
walls^ and some twenty, thirty, or more, heavy 
cannon command the sea approach. Beneath 
it is the native town, the hats of which are hud- 
dled together, as is the uniform style of African 
towns, as if they wished to keep each other 
warm ; so celebrated, formerly, was this place 
for the quantity of gold-dust obtained from it, 
that it acquired its name " St. George d'el 
Mina,** or St. George of the Mines, from the 
circumstance : now, however, it enjoys no more 
glittering a reputation than does any other of 
the settlements upon the '^ Gold coast." 

Forts, more or less of this description, are 
dotted along the coast, from the point at which 
the ^^gold coast" is considered to begin, 
continuing to another point. Cape St. Paul's, 
which forms the western extremity of the Bight 
of Benin, which is the commencement of the 
"Slave coast." These fortified positions are 
numerous, and in some instances respectable 
fortresses : such are, the Dutch Elmina, Cape 
Corse Castle, and Acra, (British,) with also 
Danish Accra; their white walls have an 
imposing appearance, and serve to enliven the 
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Otherwise interminable^ low^ sandy beach^ with 
the forest rising almost from the rery margin of 
the sea ; and as over each is seen the fl^ of the 
nation to which the territory owes allegiance. 

this region of^ it may be aknoet said^ suspended 
animation^ and speaks the energy — perhaps the 
cupidity of the northern mind, which had pene- 
trated where all besides testifies of a willing 
desolation in the midst of inexhaustible fertility^ 
giving at the same time a guarantee of the 
presence of at least some isolated instances of 
civilized life^ accompanied^ perhaps^ by many 
christian practices. 

Within sight of JSlmina, is the British fort of 
Cape Corse Castle, or as it is generally called 
** Cape Coast Castle^" standing upon a high 
rock^ against the base of which the surf is 
incessantly dashing, as it heavily rolls in, 
unimpeded from the vast ocean lying to the 
south : rising above this fort is a conical hill, of 
a considerable elevation, crowned with a cir- 
cular battery, mounted with some heavy 
ordnance ; this is a very modem structure, and 
gives great strength to the place against any 
enemy, but perfect security with reference to 
the disposition of the natives of Africa. 
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Passing Elmina^ the tender was soon after 
anchored under the Castle of Cape Corse^ and 
in a short time after, a well appointed canoe 
was seen shooting out from a small cove^ formed 
apparently bj a separation in the rock^ through 
which is the ascent to the castle. 

The canoes of this part of the coast^ are 
formed from the trunks of the largest trees of 
the neighbouring forest^ which^ when felled^ 
are hollowed out, and often are capable of 
carrying from fifty to one hundred men, inde- 
pendently of the twenty or thirty who may be 
using the paddles : at one time it was the prac- 
tice of the Spanish and Brazillian slavers to 
call at Elmina expressly to procure one of these 
large canoes, which was towed astern to the 
port from whence she was to get her slaves, 
ultimately was used to embark them, and then 
sold to be kept for the embarkation of others. 

The canoe came alongside, bearing an invi- 
tation from the governor^ to the commander 
and officers, to come on shore. This was 
pleasing enough, and the looks of all concerned 
were alternately glanced upon the canoe, and 
then upon the heavy surf, that seemed to the 
inexperienced observer to threaten instant 
destruction to all who might attempt to pass 
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over it : sixteen blacks used the paddles^ and 
another steered : a little conversation with the 
latter^ who seemed a man of some repute in the 
governor's employ, removed all apprehensions 
respecting the landing, — indeed, after a sea 
voyage people are inclined to encounter a great 
deal in order to get on shore, — so passengers 
and portmanteaus took their places, and away 
went the canoe to the beach. The swell of the 
wave became heavier and more marked as the 
beach was neared ; the men were cheering each 
other by a native song, which occasionally was 
broken in order to encourage the canoe itself 
by chirrupping to it, as a coachman does to a 
horse, and sometimes, in like manner, they 
patted its heavy, insensible sides. 

The landing-place was now very close, and a 
terrific surf broke upon it, to overcome the 
efiects of which would require all the skill and 
coolness of practised canoe men. Only at 
times could the landing be attempted, and now 
the canoe being just outside the breaking surf, 
the head was turned to the sea, and there it was 
held stationary by the paddles : the man steer- 
ing now carefully regarded the appearance of 
each swell as it heavily but rapidly rolled on to 
hurl itself upon the beach, which it did with 
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the noise of thunder^ when on a sadden he 
noticed some change in the wave^ which none 
of less experience could recognize^ and instantly 
turning the head of the canoe to the shore^ the 
song was raised again^ and the paddles were 
lustily plied, when^ mounted on the summit of 
the surge^ the canoe was home along with 
incredible velocity^ and being flat was carried 
high upon the beach : the instant it touched the 
ground every black leaped out^ and seizing its 
sides the force of the retreating wave was 
thus counteracted. The next operation was 
to seize the passengers^ one of whom was taken 
possession of by a black respectively^ and 
landed beyond the reach of the next serge^ 
which by this time was close at his heels^ 
roaring and foaming apparently in pursuit of 
him : all the passenger has to do is at first to sit 
stilly and indeed not move till the canoe-man 
fixes upon him as his burden^ he then^ to make 
his landing sure^ must clasp the naked body of 
his carrier^ lubricated with palm oil^ to which 
he must clings to the utter discomfiture of his 
white drill trowsers^ and whatever the officer, 
unpractised in the humours of landing on an 
African beach, may have assumed in deference 
to dress and appearance ; however, in one 
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lesson he will have learned that the commonest 
apparel is most suitable to the operation, for on 
this coast alas ! there are no fair complexions, 
and dark bine or hazel eyes, to gaze upon the 
well cut and decorated uniforms. 

The commander and his party made but a 
sorry figure at the gate of the castle, although 
they had been kindly met at the landing-place 
by the governor himself; the oily skin of the 
canoe-man, united with the salt spray, having 
left many an unseemly crease upon the white 
dresses they wore ; for this contingency, how- 
ever, preparation had been considerately made, 
and they were shewn into rooms, preceded by 
their portmanteaus, to correct the defects which 
had been incurred. 

It is impossible to overrate the delight 
attendant upon finding one's-self in a large, well 
equipped room, after having been roasted in a 
tropical sun, and basted with salt water, for an 
hour or more ; then indeed the real value of a 
fresh water bath, with aU its accompaniments, 
jis only ftdly appreciated,— more especially if, 
as was the case, a bottle or two of £au de 
Cologne \^ thrown into the water, and a glass 
of hock and soda water deposited in oneVself ; 
such Ittxitries, however, seldom fall to the lot of 
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him whose inclinations have led him to seek his 
fortunes on the sea. 

Scarcely had this refreshing operation been 
completed^ when thej were all summoned with 
others who were residents to what is in Africa 
most modestly called a luncheon^ a more 
absolute misnomer was never applied to a 
meal; it is in reality an unmitigated dinner, 
and goes through all the phases of that enter- 
tainment; this generally takes place at three 
o'clock, and it is nearly five before any one 
thinks of leaving the table ; but the unreasonable 
part of the affair is^ that persons are expected 
at seven to be equal to undergo another such 
exertion^ without inconvenience or injury to 
themselves; which, unless they possess the 
elastic properties of Indian-rubber, they cannot 
do. This is severe practice any where, but in 
western Africa it assumes an alarming aspect ; 
however it has its foundation in a generous 
hospitality, and though a fever is not desirable 
at any time, or satisfactory from any cause, yet 
if one is to ensue, it is more pleasing to 
engender it from good Uving than from bad, 
under which consoling reflection each reconciled 
himself at the latter hour, to a second exposure 
to the consequences of turtle soup, champaign, 
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and the lesser attractions of the African varieties 
which loaded the table ; and at a late hour the 
party retired from the castle. 

The fond pursuit of the governor was the 
study of astronomy, and he peculiarly excelled 
in it ; unfortunately for the commander he 
had engaged with his excellency in conversa- 
tion upon this subject, the former not at all 
pretending to any acquaintance with it, beyond 
that which is just necessary for the general 
purposes of navigation, a maximum much 
below what is often supposed ; the governor 
however not having since his assumption of the 
government of Cape Corse Castle, some many 
years before, had an opportunity of meeting a 
person in any degree inclined to participate 
in his astronomical researches, seized upon 
him, and gently leading the way, began to 
dilate in the most learned manner upon the 
beauty and utility of the pursuit, as they 
strolled backwards and forwards inside the 
parapet wall, in the calm loneliness of an 
African night at this season. 

Nothing could be more accommodating than 
was the atmospheric state at this time ; every 
thing seemed smilingly to sympathize with 
his excellency's habits, the different planets 
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shone apparentlj with a more yiyid brilliancy 
as thej were gazed upon^ there was not even 
a cloud enyioosly passing over them^ and 
they even appeared to assume an increased 
magnitude for the occasion; talk not of 
moonlight scenes in England^ or elsewhere 
out of the tropics — ^it is as comparing oil 
lamps to the electric light. A night in the 
fine seasons of the tropics is one vast scene 
of mild^ beneficent loveliness — all nature 
seems at peace^ and heaven apparently is 
blessing the goodness of its work; even the 
sea itself had modified its wave^ which now 
scarcely resounded as it rolled upon the 
beach beneath. The governor after having 
sufficiently extolled the fitness of the period 
for scrutinizing the planetary system, called 
for his telescope in order more practically to 
enlarge upon the subject, and the commander 
at two a. m. felt himself riveted to the study 
of the celestials, at least for the rest of the 
night This was nothing of a task for the 
governor, to whom it was a common practice, 
and he had the power of making up for it 
by appropriating as much of the day as he 
pleased to the purposes of rest ; but to his 
guest it was a matter of a different com- 
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plexion^ And shuddering he heard the goremor 
call out with an energetic voice, "Here boys," 
upon which some three or four grown up 
blacks seemed to rise from out the earth, and 
tush forwards to know the will of the great 
man; they had in reality been crouching 
about thjB gun carriages enjoying a half 
sleep, from which the well known call 
aroused them ; " bring a table, chairs, the 
hollands and water," for it was in this 
mixture that his excellency rather delighted 
than otherwise, it was very compatible to 
unite terrestrial with the celestial enjoyments ; 
this last act confirmed all the fears of which 
already had been framed but an outline, and 
when the arrangements were completed they 
both sat down, the governor dividing his 
attention between stars which twinkled above, 
and to the glass which had scarcely less 
attractions below. 

The "boys" having retired again to lay 
their respective heads against the most com- 
fortable gun carriage each could find, the 
astronomers sat on the ramparts, one hearing 
the other enlarge upon the merits of the 
several planets, until in the midst of a 
very abstruse observation, the morning gun 
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annoanoed that the stars wordd soon disappear, 
many indeed had taken their leave already, 
but as this gun is fired much before actual 
daylight, some still lingered in the west with 
faded rays. 

*'Come, boys, take telescope, and other 
things away; it is time now to go to bed, 
good night, good night; we shall meet at 
breakfast," said the governor as he hastened 
away from the ramparts. The commander as 
quickly retreated, determined never again to 
discover any knowledge of astronomy but 
upon his own quarter deck; in which resolu- 
tion he threw himself on his bed, and soon 
lost all recollection of the lecture in that 
science so favoured by the governor. 

There is a remarkable peculiarity with 
reference to cattle, horses, sheep, &c. at this 
place, none will thrive here at all, and few 
will live for any length of time, consequently 
they are brought from other parts of the 
adjacent coast as they are demanded, for this 
is a reputation alone attaching to the cape; 
it is supposed to be occasioned by the water, 
none of which is used for any purposes of a 
culinary character, the enormous tanks filled 
with rain water, which are within the fort, 
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and others^ the prirate property of individuals, 
supplying all that may be wanted. 

At Cape Corse there was at this time a 
very fair exhibition of military array in the 
fort; one company consisting of perhaps forty 
men composed the army, but they were well 
drilled and appointed, and went through the 
movements of a parade every morning ; they 
wore white duck uniforms with black leather 
cross belts^ and a band played during the 
time of inspection several pieces of music in 
a very creditable manner; this was chiefly 
attributable to the taste and views of the 
governor, who held a subaltern rank in the 
British army. 

How long the commander had enjoyed his 
repose he knew not when he awoke, nor 
had he the means of easily finding out, for 
there were no bells in the room; not a soul 
seemed to be moving in the castle, no clock 
chimed the passing portions of the hour, 
and he could only speculate upon the time, 
by the height of the sun, which proclaimed 
that noon was fast approaching. He rose and 
looked upon the wave, over which, a light 
breeze from the sea, was slowly creeping 
towards the shore. The flag upon the tender 



BUNXING DOWN THB COAST. 63 

ereiy now and then heavily unfolded itself, 
then sunk again to inaction; that upon the 
flag staff on the castle^ enveloped the poU^ 
as if sheltering it irom the scorching power 
of the san^ which glowed unmercifully upon 
all around; presently it too felt the infant 
breeze, and, like the commander himself, 
seemed to awake from a deep and long 
repose; again it fell, paused motionless for 
a time, then rising into the air, gracefully 
curved as the current unfolded its varied 
colours, and in a moment after it was blown 
out struggling in the strength of the breeze, 
as if to quit its station on the staff. 

Was it not, that the Europeans seem bom 
to suffer from dyspepsy, to them how enjoy- 
able would be a tropical climate; but, alas! 
their livers are naturally torpid, and rendered 
more so by the inconceivable quantity of porter 
with which their owners saturate them; that 
beverage, can no more be resisted in Africa, 
than could the offer of the apple in Paradise. 
Guiness, is to man in the tropics, what 
Satan was to Eve in Eden. From the 
moment that mystical circle is seen on the 
bottle, proclaiming in large, clear type, that 
** Guiness's Dublin Porter" is effervescing 
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within it, the best resolutions of the most 
confirmed dyspeptic patient are given to the 
winds; the wire is broken, the cork spon- 
taneously escapes, and the creamy beverage 
flows into the tankard from which it derives 
an additional merit. On this coast, ^^Bass" 
is at a discount, ^^thou Pale Ale turn paler 
at the sight" of the constant importation of 
thy heavy and sustaining competitor. Even in 
this matter, there are as in those of a political 
character, '^ trimmers," and like the latter, 
they attempt to gratify themselves and the 
competing belligerents by mixing them ^^ half 
and half," but these ^^ trimmers," are always 
ready to shuffle away to either, in the 
weakness of the other; they neither adhere 
to ^^ Guiness," or to ** Bass," upon principle, 
and cannot be said to be worthy of confidence, 
acting as they are merely upon the ever shifting 
sands of expediency. 

The commander, during the continuance of 
the foregoing reflections, had been sitting at 
his open window, habited only as when he 
got out of bed, gazing upon the calm sea, 
and enjoying the breeze which was gently 
stealing along its surface. In an instant 
more he was startled by a deafening clatter 
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of doors, and jalousies slamming, people 
running to fiisten them, and ''Boys, Bop," 
the well known cry of his Excellency, who 
had saUied forth in the emergency, habited 
in a careless manner, but with the addition 
of a figured silk cap on his head, to arrest 
the mischief which this sudden intervention of 
an unusually strong sea breeze might otherwise 
occasion; which having been accomplished 
by the "Boys,** rallying around him, the 
governor despatched one to his guest with 
the morning cup of coffee, a constant practice 
in these parts, with orders to say, that it 
being now nearly one o'clock, he would 
propose breakfast, an intimation received with 
much approbation by the latter. 

Every thing is luxury in the tropical 
regions, in spite of dyspepsy, and its probable 
consequence, fever ; while health is vouchsafed, 
enjoyment of life is with very moderate means 
attainable with little exertion. The resident 
of the tropics rises in the morning, (that is 
when not imder the control of an astronomer,) 
to see the glorious sim resume its wonted 
influence, day after day, for at least nine 
months of the year, he never dreams of 
asking ''what kind of a day is it," as he 
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does in England^ when some shivering servant 
is lighting the fire in his dressing room; as 
to the easy chair by the side of which, he 
flies from beneath his blankets, to be wrapped 
in his quilted and padded dressing robe. 
Here, on the contrary, throwing aside a light 
linen covering, he springs to his bath, leaves 
it in freshened vigour, loiters over his toilet, 
where often half the correspondence of the 
day is concluded; and clothed in the lightest 
linen, beautiftdly blanched and ^^got up," 
he arrives at the breaJdast- table, under the 
most enjoyable state of mind and body, so 
long as the climate has not assailed his 
liver. 

Every meal, unfortunately in the European 
setdements on this coast is a feast, nor is the 
brealdast exempt from this remark. Stews, 
roasts, curries, and all the auxiliaries of the 
lesser kind, are spread before the assembled 
guests, flanked with fruit of every tropical 
description. A miserably thin claret, varied 
however, by the more subtantial productions 
of the English brewery, have nearly sup- 
planted the tea and cofiee of Europe, the 
coffee only being used very early in the 
morning, and the tea brought as a finish to 
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the break&st^ after the claret &c.^ has been 
taken. This system of indulgence at the 
table^ is unquestionably very prejudicial to 
the European constitution^ when denied the 
possibility of taking exercise to counteract its 
effects. 

An hour or so having been exhausted^ the 
external business of the day is transacted, and 
natives^ who have been for hours sitting 
about the castle yard, are now heard upon 
their respective affairs; one comes with a 
few ounces, or even grains of gold dust, 
which he is anxious to barter for merchandize^ 
(for some of the inmates of the castle are 
allowed to trade ;) another prefers a complaint 
of some ''Bow street" nature, and seeks 
reparation by the decision of the governor, 
who is as often acting in the capacity of 
a stipendiary magistrate, as in any other 
character; sometimes a messenger from a 
neighbouring chief comes in with the com- 
pliments of his master, which is a simple 
way of begging for gunpowder, rum, beads, 
&c. ; these last cannot be shaken off, their 
perseverance is insurmountable, and their 
presence sure to terminate in a dead loss to 
those, upon whom their chief has inflicted his 
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"compliments," a practice observed upon the 
most trifling excuses. 

For those few who may chance to visit these 
settlements for a day or two without an object 
beyond curiosity, or renewal of such stores as 
may have become limited on board their vessels, 
there is little to be done otherwise than lounging 
out the time upon so&s, when not engaged in 
gastronomical as well as astronomical pursuits ; 
the latest papers are eagerly sought for; the 
reviews are interesting and the periodical flight 
of magazines, miscellanies, &c. serve to fiU up 
the vacancies, if only by inducing a dreamy 
and .e„p„»y f„gluL of T ab».ce of 
incident. 

During breakfjEist the governor proposed to 
Peregrine to accept an invitation to lunch, 
at the house of one of the merchants, and the 
time for going there had now axriyed ; " Boys, 
Boys," resounded through the castie, and the 
men appeared as before; "bring the carriage 
roimd," said the governor, and off they went ; 
in a very short time it was announced, we both 
went down stairs to meet it; a light vehicle 
upon fours wheels, of English manufacture, 
the body of which was chiefly made of cane 
work, was waiting at the lower step, the pole 
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had attached to it short ropes, three of a side, 
and each of these was held by a stoat black, 
who seemed as proud of his iq>pointmeiit there, 
as any horse in Hyde park, foaming and 
gh M«« g beneath the brilliancy of his highly 
polished harness; the skins of these natives 
rivalled patent leather itself, but the haggling 
ornaments were of conrse wanting; with 
regard to coverings, the horse had an nnques- 
tionable advantage: a hood having a white 
linen doth fitted to it protected ns firom the 
son, and seating onrselves, we were trotted 
away through the gates and down the street 
to the residence of ottr host; our ^'cattle," 
as I suppose the natives who drew us along 
must be termed, straining and cheering each 
other, not firom the heaviness of the labour, 
but from an absolute sense of delight in their 
avocation, utterly surpassing the Bath chair- 
man, exulting in the possession of a dowager. 
This is the usual mode amongst the Europeans 
of moving about with those who can afford 
it in the town, and the expense is but a 
trifle ; it has an advantage over the palanquin, 
the carriage enabling two to travel together ; 
beyond the precincts of the settlement it 
cannot however be adopted, because the road 
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through the country, as yet, bears only the 
character of a good footpath. 

In the street many women are seen sitting 
at their hut doors, richly ornamented with the 
gold trinkets of the country manufacture, 
which stand in rather a pleasing relief upon 
the dark skin. They use a curious article of 
dress, called a "Cunka,'* and worn behind, 
low upon the loins, it is fiilly as large and much 
resembles the stuffed pad used by those men, 
who in London, bear heavy burdens on their 
heads : the native woman appears to be under 
the delusion, that nature has not been sufficiently 
careful of the merits of this region of their 
persons, and therefore, they compensate by 
wearing the '^ Cunka," whether with or without 
other clothes ; in the former case it gives the 
appearance of a deformity, in the latter it is 
ludicrous beyond conception, and can be as- 
assigned to no employment whatever. 

The luncheon was, as before said, a capital 
dinner, and its peculiar merits need not be 
detailed; over which having passed the usual 
period, the governor and Peregrine resumed 
their carriage, and, as his Excellency pro- 
posed it, took a "drive" into the country, 
which is a mere jungle forest, for the short 
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distance that the road was wide enough to 
admit the carriage to turn. 

It was from Cape Corse Casde that General 
Sir Charles Macarthy, then Govemor-in-chief 
of the African settlements^ marched out^ some 
years ago^ against the Ashantees^ a warlike 
neighbouring tribe, which having taken some 
offence at the English, came down in over- 
whelming numbers, resolutely proposing to 
extirpate them in this quarter. Sir Charles, an 
officer of the highest reputation, but imhappily 
for himself and the colonies over which he 
presided, inexperienced in African warfare, 
which amounts but to the lowest description of 
bush fighting, utterly despising his lurking 
enemy, gallantly went out to meet them ; they 
were no where to be seen : onwards went Sir 
Charles, conspicuous by his plume and dress. 
On a sudden, a murderous fire from all sides 
was opened upon the few hundreds which 
formed the army led by Sir Charles ; the few 
white troops present were shot down as fast as 
the vacancy in the line was filled up ; the 
native troops fled back to the castle from the 
first, and all was fatal confusion : a retreat, or 
rather a general flight followed, excepting on 
the part of Sir Charles and a few officers, these 
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were the rearmost, regardless of the danger 
which awaited them ; they were separated jfrom 
all assistance, and being either killed or 
grievondy wounded, the Ashantees, with a 
savage yell, rushed upon those who still 
breathed, and with every cruelty terminated 
their Uves. 

It is said, and fully believed, that the chief 
of the Ashantees endeavoured to save the lives 
of Sir Charles and other officers, in hopes of 
getting a large ransom for them; and that 
when he found the former had been killed, he 
sent for his heart, of which, he and his leading 
men actually ate, in order that they might, as 
they supposed, become as brave a man as 
Sir Charks himself had been. This is often 
spoken of amongst the natives, and Sir Charles 
Macarthy, to this day, is remembered as the 
model of every thing that was kind, couraglbous, 
and great. 

After this victory the Ashantees so dosely 
invested Cape Corse Castle, that safety was 
only to be found within the walls, and in the • 
open spaces within the range of the guns ; 
supplies and re-inforcements however were 
brought by sea, and the British forces prepared 
again to meet their enemy, whom they no 
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longer found lurking in the jungle^ but en- 
couraged by their first success they foolishly 
assembled their masses on an open plain^ boldly 
determining there to decide the fate of the day. 
The British forces were few in number^ but 
concealed behind their line was a battery of field 
pieces and congreve rockets which had been 
landed, with a company of English artillerymen. 
The Ashantees came on in a confused and 
dense mass, yelling and firing, without order or 
union: the British line slowly fell back, 
delivering their fire of musketry as they 
retreated : on a sudden they opened to the right 
and lefi;, forming upon the flanks of the battery, 
which on the instant poured upon the Ashantees 
a dreadful and well sustained fire of round and 
grape, together with a salvo of rockets. This 
unexpected reception, which committed cruel 
havoc amongst the Ashantees, immediately 
checked their advance, and the continuance 
of the fire utterly destroyed their plans, if 
indeed any had been formed beyond a general 
rush upon the British forces ; seeing this the 
latter charged forward upon the fianks of their 
enemies, and having delivered an effective 
discharge of musketry, completed the route 
by using the bayonet. 

VOL. 1. B 
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After this the Ashantees retired to their own 
territory^ and although for a long time refusing 
to enter into any amicable negotiations with the 
British, yet they never again ventured to meet 
them in a field or even in the "Bush"; in 
later days^ however, the governor Maclean, by 
a firm but conciliatory line of conduct, brought 
about a total change, formed a treaty of amity 
and trade, visited the Ashantee chief at Coo- 
massie, who gave the governor possession of his 
nephew and another boy of high African birth 
as hostages ; these were sent to England and 
are the two persons mentioned in an earlier 
part of these notes. 

Having finished what the governor designated 
a " drive," they re-entered the castle to prepare 
for the second dinner, which, as has been stated, 
it is considered necessary to eat each day, how- 
ever much the ability to do so with gratification 
may be reduced; the customs of a country 
however no man can assail with impunity, and 
he will find it always much more advantageous 
to encounter them with care, and so become 
one of the social community, than he will to 
reject them, and be an isolated being neither 
respected nor regarded. 

After dinner, the commander, however, took 
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tbe eniieBt opportimity of Mlkdtiiig thai th^ 
emoe mi^it be prepared fer the purpose of 
adhizkmg, and tlieii proceeding in his tender 
to die croisang groond alloCted to liinu ^'BoySi 
boyBy** again brought half a doaen good natured 
looking natires around the govemory who, 
deedzing the canoe to be prepared, as soon as 
it was announced ready, being attended to th« 
beadi by the governor and many of the party, 
the eommander took his departure, gratified 
and grateful fer the reception he had met 
widi. 

It may seon out of place for the governor of 
a colony to condescend so much as to accom* 
pany an officer^ so inferior in rank, on the 
occasion of his landing and embarking; the 
tact ia, that the governor of this place, although 
invested with superior poweis, and an appoint- 
ment from the Sovereign, is little more in reality 
than a kind of superior magistrate, although ht 
is assisted by a council formed from the 
merchants and officials of the place, yet the 
business is never transacted under more form 
than would distinguish the meeting of as many 
magistrates in England to decide upon any 
local matter ; and being in general an officer of 
no very elevated rank in the army or navy, ht 
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is but little disposed to trammel himself with 
the formality of his station^ in exchange for the 
courtesy and frank hospitality of a private 
gentleman : independently of which^ he is^ as 
a magistrate^ constantly appealed to for the 
settlement of disputed cases^ punishment of 
assaults^ and decision upon such matters^ all 
which, while it gives the native a great idea of 
his power and ability, yet by no means tends to 
elevate him by the exhibition of any state and 
display. The affairs of the colony are, and 
have been well managed during a long series 
of years : although under and communicating 
with the colonial office alone, there is an asso- 
ciation of merchants, with a secretary, residing 
in London, who may be considered more 
particularly the guiding if not the ruling 
power, to which circumstance, probably, the 
fact of the good condition of the colony is 
mainly attributable : it is left to be conducted 
by the practical knowledge of those who have 
had experience in its affairs and requirements, 
instead of being fettered by the ponderous 
nonsense and inapplicable policy of an office, 
no one member of which has ever had an 
opportunity of acquiring any personal acquaint- 
ance with any of the colonies. 
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The tender was soon under way> and a 
gende Iseeze nrged her onwards towards the 
next settlement^ at which she had orders to 
call; this was at Accra, a place about one 
hundred miles to the eastward, and esteemed 
as being conspicuous for the healthy character 
of its locality; this reputation is however only 
of a comparative order ; the town stands upon 
a gravelly sofl, and the ground is a Uttle 
unusually elevated, but in other respects it 
bears all the characteristics of Africa ; possibly 
firom the nature of the soil, and the fact of 
much land having been cleared from the 
jxmgle, in the immediate neighbourhood, the 
fever of the coimtry may be somewhat less 
frequent, and not so virulent as it may bo 
elsewhere, where the same advantages do not 
exist, but returning to Accra after the wet 
season, it will generally be found that many 
vacancies have been made in the list of 
Europeans, whose enterprise had led them to 
seek their fortunes on this part of the coast 
of Africa. 

There is something very animating in 
running along this coast, where all is 
naturally monotonous, when the white walls of 
fort afiier fort are seen rising above tlio 
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homon^ and TnarfriTig the perseverance of 
oQtnmerce in her endearoars to penetrate the 
drear recesses of this vast and pestilential 
region,*— to establish liuere a want for things 
of which the ixatiye neT«r before heard-— to 
te&x:h him the capabilities of his own country — 
and the advantages he might derive by cul^ 
tivatiag tiiem; commerce however may labour 
as she pleases in her vocation upon this coast, 
but untU she can instil the, perhaps, pernicious 
craving for ed£ aggrandizement into the African 
mind, as strongly, and as irremoveably, as it 
eidsts in that of the European, she will only 
very p^y »««ed, JaW («eep4 
always the Krooman) who has die disposal 
of hn own limbs, wiU exert himself only to 
supply bis very limited wants, and the slave 
who has to ooUect produce to enable some 
chief to procure European merchandize, will 
never do so widi tbat zeal and energy so 
necessary to bring to the trader that ready 
exdiange of prodiuoe, wbich will expedite the 
voyage, reduce the expenditure, and bring a 
quick return — ail which is to commerce, 
what guano is to the crop^ 

The breeze lasting all night, the tender 
reached Accra about the noon of the next 
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a iax^ ciBoe 
as «t Cape Gone, conxBg froHi dit 
to iht vtBBtl, into iFliich tbe conunaiidflr 
I c Bj g t 'wifli Ids ygtmmtetxi; being one of 
TifmTMg cwirrrs wno cut wtt bo 
in stijing on booid a diqs wben aa 
ofpartaaity affiers of beii^ csom&ntably located 
OB limi'r, under wliidi feding it wis dial 
kis partnumtean was always kept in a state of 
iradinriw for disembarkation, wheneTer be 
proposed to enter an anchorsge, for wbateTer 
of interest tbere may be in a skip wben 
csnishigy and on fke akit lor priies, tbere 
rrrtainly is none wbateTin in the same Tessd 
wben lying in an open roadstead, rolling ibe 
gonwales under water akematdy, and baTuig 
lor mnsic, the crealdng and screeching of 
every bolkhead, or wooden partition through- 
out the crafty to the ahnost oitire prevention 
of engi^[ing in any pursuit requiring more 
than ordinary attention. Mr. Bannerman, 
the chief merchant and magistrate of Accra, 
came to the beach to meet the canoe and 
welcome the commander to his residence; 
nature has done a little to render the landing 
at this place, easier than at most if not at all 
of the others, and was it worth the expense 
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art might complete the work with very 
trifling labour and difficTiltjr. A short distance 
from the shore upon which stands the fort^ 
there is a reef of rocks^ running parallel with 
the beach^ between, there is a good channel 
for canoes; the tide rises and falls but a few 
feet, and at low water this reef is uncovered, 
presenting an admirable site for a breakwater, 
which by erecting would ensure a safe and 
quiet landing at any time, even perhaps for 
the boats of vessels visiting the place; but 
until Accra becomes a naval station, or that 
the trade shall greatly increase, such a barrier 
to the effects of the sea is by no means 
required. 

At Accra the flags of England, Holland, and 
Denmark, float in the breeze nearly by the 
side of each other, the latter being about 
a mile distant; the towns of English and 
Dutch Accra join, and probably it would be 
difficult to define the boundary of either 
territory, nor is it at all necessary, for all 
parties live and die very amicably together, 
under whichever of the flags they may have 
j,itched their tent. 

Mr. Bannerman conducted his guest to his 
residence, a well constructed stone house, to 
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gain the rooms of which, some twelve or 
fifteen steps were ascended, the imder part 
forming a store house, in which every thing 
arriving for him from England was deposited ; 
a high wall surrounded the building, securing 
the premises from any sudden irruption either 
of t^eves, or of other enemies, wLn which 
Mr. Bannerman transacted aU the trading 
business that came before him. 

His method of doiag this had a singularity 
about it ; the natives, perhaps twenty or thirty 
would enter the town, each bringing a Uttle 
gold dust, often imder half an oimce ; they sent 
to inform Mr. Bannerman of their arrival, he 
returned some answer sufficient to convey 
an invitation to barter, but expressive of no 
exact desire for it ; a day or two passed, and 
they sent to say that they woiild come to look 
at the goods he had ; at the appointed time, the 
whole body came in procession, some carrying 
a little bit of rag tied up, and containing the 
gold; the goods were displayed, and after a 
time food was given to them, so far they were 
gainers; they made an oflfer, Mr Bannerman 
all this time was walking backwards and 
forwards on his verandah above, apparently 
indifferent to the whole proceeding, and refusing 
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or aoquieficiag but by a simple monosyllable, he 
«ald ]!K)tliing more ; all day tbe coiintry traders 
Wiere crouchiiig about tbe yard, nor left till 
•stuasetg this scene was repeated for days, 
the olyect of the Afirican being to weary out 
the patiei&Ge of tks Englishman, an attempt 
^ttedy &]tiie as it applied to Mr Bannerman; 
at length the respective parties agreed, the gold 
dust was weighed and tested, a very necessary 
pc^eca^ition, the merchandize chosen, the traders 
£»d, and by the ev^mag they were on their 
joiumey to their own homes, having possibly 
wasted weeks in ^ideavouring to obtain a 
iAUxB^g Advance in favour of their gold dust : 
time is valuable <HQly where industry prevails, 
oonsequently it is no where less esteemed than 
in weLm Ifeioa. 

Aocra is a (settlement the most attractive of 
any on the coast, to the officers of the ships 
of war, ^nployed in now vainly endeavouring 
to suppress the slave trade^ which the British 
fiugar act of 1846, has firmly established in 
its igreatest strength; '^it is an ill wind that 
blows no body good," is a maxim well 
knowm, and Txever was it verified more 
fereibly than by the operation o£ that act, 
which, although it wantonly saori^ced the 
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tropical col(»iial empire of England, at the 
ahrme of an imaginary commercial treaty with 
the Brazils, a treaty, idbich like the "Will 
o^ the wisp,'' -was always dancing before 
tlie minister's eyes, but never in his hands. 
And though it stamped indelibly upon the 
British government of 1846, the character 
of the basest hypocrisy, told the world the 
real value of British philanthropy, and proved 
to the planter the worth of parliamentary faith. ; 
yet that act was and is the means of conveying 
many thousand pounds into the hands of the 
navy now so absurdly employed to prevent the 
slave trade; prize upon prize may indeed 
throng the courts formed for the adjudication 
of slave cases, but this will not supp^ress the 
trade, for upon this act passing into a law, 
the numbers of slave vessels were certainly 
quadrupled, and whatever might be the 
feeUngs of disgust amongst men of principle, 
integrity and rdigion, in England, with 
reference to the. heartless exchange of negro 
life, for cheap sugar, yet it is very certain thai; 
xm the forecastle of the cruiser, few could be 
more popular than Mr. Cobden, Sir Robert 
Peel, and Lord John Bussell. Nor indeed did 
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their popularity end there, for in the Brazils 
and Cuba, as well as in the courts of the 
slave trading chiefs, they were and are, held 
up as blessings to the slave dealing creation. 
The negro, once the object over whose miseries 
these statesmen poured out whole volumes of 
compassionate eloquence, being now deserted 
by them, and left to be "worked like an 
omnibus horse,"* to eflFect the niin of the 
British tropical possessions. 

Sure of meeting the most willing attention 
from the English residing here, and most 
unreserved hospitality from Mr. Bannerman, 
whose house and table is always firankly 
offered to the officers of the ships of war, 
a visit to Accra is anxiously sought by the 
cruisers, and it was here that the commander 
of the tender now found himself domesticated 
for a day or two. 

To describe the system of life observed at 
Accra, would be but a repetition of that 
already mentioned as obtaining elsewhere in 
Africa. In the absence of active occupation, 
men appear to look to eating and drinking, 
as a relief from inactivity, rather than as a 

* Vide evidence of Dr. Norton Shaw, sugar and coffee plant- 
ing committee. 1848. 
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necessary support. Although there is a daily 
little business transacting between the mer- 
chant and the native resident^ yet this is 
not sufficient to engage the former for any 
length of time, and is generally entrusted to 
a clerk. Weeks and months may pass, 
without any arrival of consequence from the 
country, and even when that happens, more 
i8 gained by delaying, than by hastening on 
the exchange of commodities. The merchant 
is therefore in possession of a vast stock of 
time, which must be disposed of by some 
means, and as food is cheap, his attention 
is drawn to its consumption: feasting induces 

is at length passed off. 

The total absence of European ladies upon 
this coast, is deplorably felt by those who 
have been accustomed to meet them else^ 
where, in society, and is probably one of 
the first obstacles to the growth of civilization 
amongst the natives. Wherever the former 
have resided, they have commanded that 
respect and deference which belong to their 
station; and the native has uniformly en- 
deavoured to imitate them, and with some 
success. Limited as has been the number of 
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EngUi^ ladies able to encounter the climate 
either of the Gambia^ or Sierra Leone^ yet 
in each of these settlements, they have had 
great influence oyer the tastes and habits of 
the natire women. Howeyer few of education 
and position in life, haye been resolute enough 
to dare the oonsequenoes of exposure to an 
A£ican season, fewer still haye surviyed such 
a courage, and the result is, that the impresdcm 
oonyeyed by them has not been sufficiently 
deep to become permanent, eyen if the African 
did not require the presence of an example 
constantly, as an incitement. 

The missionary has effected but Httle, and 
indeed probably from the same cause ; exceptinfi: 
within Z iJediate predncte of ke ZZ 
forts, nothing has been done towards drawing 
the natiye from his reptile worship. In the 
interior, and indeed in the yery settlements, 
snakes, dogs, turtle, and at Oape Palmas, a 
peculiar stone, called "^^sgary," which by 
traders is teemed the "gregory bead," are 
all ^^ifetishe," or holy, and venerated as 
objects of Bpiritoal existence, and supreme 
power. The ^^agary," ''gris, gris," or 
*'P*gory bead," is highly prized by the 
natives of Ci^ Palmas, and the £roo country. 
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and has been iinitated by Ens^lish manfactnrers 
with the view of iruposLg it upon them, but 
uever with success, the deception always 
having been discovered. The religious feel- 
ings and observances of the natives of Western 
Africa^ constrain them to propitiate a severe 
revengeful, bad^ all-powerfiil^ spirit, rather 
than to worship and confide in one, great, 
unerri^, and merdfiil. 

Keflecting upon the present state of the 
Western A&ican, it becomes a question 
whether that portion of the world, is the part 
laid under the curse, ^^ bondsmen of bondsmen 
shalt thou be for ever." But it is curious 
to observe how, with the exception of one 
tribe^ this prophecy is carried out; the chief 
of 41 tribe, the Ashantees for instance, has 
alaves, fctom these his '^headmen," or councillors 
ar>e by him selected, they take the first 
opportunity which oLs, of pu^hasing a 
.iave. or^ n^g one in w^, and s^ it 
goes ^n to the lowest slai^e in the country, 
each is the bondsman of a bondsman. B^U^ia 
the juidfit of this apparent completion of the 
^ophecy, the Kroo country, or tribe, is 
fi>und, from whose ccoamunity no power can 
make a slave^ for rather than submit to that 
state, he will starve himself. 
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Africa appears a perfect paradox; all our 
efforts to civilize and christianize it^ have 
utterly failed^ for give up the British setde- 
ments, and Christianity will be found to have 
taken no root any where amongst them ; and 
when the means which have opposed those 
efforts are found almost in the climate alone^ 
which denies the European the power in 
Africa, he has successfully wielded elsewhere, 
surely the time has not yet arrived when 
even ** Ethiopia" is ^*to stretch out her hands," 
at present they only stretch them out to receive 
the fetters forged by British legislation. 

Keverting to less complicated considerations, 
the commander, accompanied by Mr. Banner- 
man in his carriage, took a " drive " to Danish 
Accra, about a mile distant, the equipage in 
every respect resembled that in which he 
moved at Cape Corse Castle ; the half dozen 
blacks rattled them over a smooth road, and 
soon brought them to the castle gate, at which 
they were received by the Danish governor 
himself, a naval officer, of engaging appearance 
and carriage, wearing a decoration upon his 
uniform ; after sittmg a short time in one of 
the apartments to which the governor had 
conducted them, and partaking of a light repast 
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of fruit and preserves, they were shewn over 
the castle^ which hardly differed from those 
under the British flag already described: on 
taMng leave^ however, a salute was flred from 
seven guns immediately over the gate at which 
the carriage had been left, and in which they 
had just taken their seats, but so unexpected 
was this honor that the six men were actually 
frightened and ran away, leaving Mr. Banner- 
man and his visitor sitting with great dignity 
and heads uncovered, in a motionless vehicle, 
while the salute was under performance, and 
some little time elapsed before they could be 
restored to their duties, when negro-like they 
came laughing back, and seizing the carriage 
ran away with it at a most determined r^te, as 
if to compensate for lost time. 

The dinner hour came, and most of the 
European merchants had assembled at Mr. 
Bannerman's residence, a practice which with 
one of them was daily observed, — he was a 
gentleman known as one whose door was never 
opened but to let himself in and out, — ^with 
marked punctuality he arrived however always 
at the time of dinner, with or without previous 
notice, which formed an item no doubt upon the 
credit side of his ledger. After dinner, instead 
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of withdrawing to the charms of music and of 
song, — instead of basking in the soft glance and 
rosy smile of England's brightest and loveliest 
daughters, in Africa the visitor is doomed to 
hear only of "Miccanees/* ** Turkey red," 
'f Kue haft," " Tom Coffees,"/' Cowries," &c., 
beads and the eternal rum, without which no 
trade can be done ; the four first are terms 
given to cotton manuikctures, by which they 
are known in mercantile parlance ; the Cowrie 
is, it need hardly be said, a small shell, repre- 
senting some extremely minute portion of a 
dollar, and much used throughout the country. 
It LB no uncommon occurrence to see the legs 
and arms of the women nearly covered with 
them, and many wear them as well as glass and 
china beads round the body, as belts ; upon all 
these things and their prices the conversation 
almost necessarily turns when ever the trading 
interest is assembled in one place. 

Accra, like Cape Corse Castle, is governed 
by its own magistrates, one being named as 
captain of the fort, to which office a small salary 
is attached, it has however no governor ap- 
pointed from England, but like the other 
a dependancy of Sierra Leone, although 
hardly if ever referring there ; severed as these 
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places are from the embarrassing influence of 
the theoretical system of the colonial office, 
they suffer from no interruption beyond that of 
the climate, which however is severe enough 
in its way. 

Once again the canoe is launched in a fine 
moonlight evening, and attended by Mr. Ban- 
Herman, to the beach, the commander is 
embarked, and in a short time the tender has 
spread her sails again to prosecute her voyage 
to the Sight of Benin, a line of coast celebrated 
for the extent of its slaving operations. 

Gradually the coast becomes lower and lower 
as it stretches to the eastward, until it is a mere 
sandy beach hardly higher than the surf 
which rolls upon it. Magnificent trees tower 
above the thick jungle, which is matted together 
at their base, and at long intervals a few 
scattered huts denote a negro town; the 
atmosphere becomes heavy and damp, impreg- 
nated as it is with the exhalations arising 
irom marshes of unknown limits ; calms more 
frequently occur, and occasionally the raking 
masts of a sdiooner appear as she rides at 
anchor ready to receive her slaves, which at 
the time to which this relates, the slavers could 
do in safety, no treaty then being in existence 
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authorising the seizure of vessek fitted for the 
reception of slaves. 

During the night the breeze had carried the 
tender as far as the rapid and beautiful river 
*^ Volta," where it left her, as if desirous that a 
good view of this fine torrent should be obtained, 
which flows in a headlong manner, from no one 
quite knows where ; like all the African rivers in 
this vicinity, its entrance is obstructed by a bar 
of sand, thrown up by the surf of the sea and 
current of the stream meeting. At the entrance 
of the Volta the surf is heavy beyond concep- 
tion, and may be heard far out of sight of land ; 
its banks are covered with gigantic trees, whose 
heavy dark green foliage invests even the gloom 
it occasions with a richness that charms the 
stranger to tropical scenery: still hardly a 
vestige of the human creation is discovered for 
leagues together, and certainly not a trace of 
its industry. 

The current, together with a breeze which 
had now sprung up, again carried the tender 
forwards, when the last European fort was 
passed. This is ** Quitta," a Danish possession : 
it is a small neat fort, at least firom the sea it 
seemed to be so, and the red flag of Denmark, 
charged with a white cross, gaily floated above 
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its walls : this fort is of no earthly use, and can 
be but an honorary appendage to the mother 
country, however it appears to be held only in 
that estimation, for a noncommissioned officer 
exercised the duties of commandant at the time. 
Cape St. Paul's is the next place of note, for 
from this point begins the great slave mart for 
the western world ; every mile of this coast, from 
Cape St. Paul's to a high southern latitude, is 
infested with the slave ships of Cuba and the 
Brazils, now under the sugar act of 1846 
joyfuUy carrying on their merciless trade. 
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Whatever may apparently be the apathy 
upon the line of coast already traversed, no 
such accusation can attach to the part along 
which the tender was now slowly passing, 
just out of sight of the parts where the trade in 
human life, was in active progression ; nearly 
all sail had been taken in, with the view of 
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reducing the chances of being seen by any 
Tessel, which might be coming away from any 
of the anchorages with her slaves on boards 
and thereby increasing the probability of 
making a capture, which by lingering in the 
vicinity of the anchorages, was of course farther 
enlarged. 

With such small cndsers as was the tender, 
it became a matter of importance to be in a 
well prepared state for immediate action, 
because there were many heavily armed and 
folly manned slavers on the coast ; all of whom; 
if the common report might have been relied 
upon, were determined to fight their way when 
once their slaves were on board; with the 
experienced cruiser this report was ridiculous, 
but to the officer just commencing his career 
against the slave trade, it carried weight with 
it and very properly so. Accordingly, now that 
the cruise had actually begun, more than usual 
attention was given to the arrangements for 
fighting, a business which rather than otherwise 
resembled the arduous duties devolving upon a 
hen blessed with one chicken ; the crew, 
including the commander, an assistant surgeon, 
and three mids, consisted of thirty-five persons, 
five of which were marines; on the deck 



86 THE CRUISING GROUND 

was an eighteen-pounder carronade^ mounted 
upon what is humourously enough called an 
** elevating " slide^ which when the piece is 
fired generally has the eflFect of upsetting 
instead of elevating it; a light brass six- 
pounder field piece mounted upon a ship 
carriage promised to be of utility^ and could be 
easily moved from side to side in the event of 
an engagement taking place^ for no one in 
England had thought of fitting this tender with 
a pivot gun in midships^ which of all others is 
by far the most effective method of arming such 
a vessel ; independently of this fearful array of 
ordnance^ each sailor had a cutlass and 
pistol, there were also some muskets and 
bayonets, in addition to those belonging to the 
marines ; such was the amount of the force at 
this particular moment actually charged with the 
suppression of the slave trade, from Cape St. 
Paul's, to the equator ! one small cutter, — 
ordnance which threw a terrific broadside of 
twenty four pounds weight, imited to five 
stand of arms capable of being well handled, 
and six others certain of being badly handled ; 
the first it need hardly be said were in the 
hands of the marines, a corps forming the 
right arm of the navy of England, and the 
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latter were entrusted to half a doxen of the 
sailors, of whom it was hoped, not expected, 
that when using them, no casualties would 
be inflicted upon either themselves, or the 
crew, of which they formed a part. 

Erery morning, and about five o'clock in 
the erening, the inspection of all these symbols 
of war, and the crew took place, with as 
much proportionate ceremony as is observed 
in a three decker, and at the latter period, 
the carpenter reported the fire skreens, shot 
plugs, &c., all in readiness for immediate use ; 
no less a time than five minutes was occupied 
at each inspection, at the conclusion of which, 
every one, in a fine glow of mental heroism, 
invoked the appearance of one of the fighting 
slavers, and in this state of feeling, some sought 
the cigar as a sedative, others by engaging in a 
round of single sticks, "blew off," in the 
language of steam, some what of their valour. 
The mids speculated upon their respective 
prospects of becoming prize masters. The 
commander and the assistant surgeon, paced 
the deck, calculating their chances of prize- 
money and promotion, and lastly, a few jolly 
fellows had formed themselves into a circle, 
sitting upoii the deck, each man holding a 

VOL I. F 
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handkerchief^ tighdy twisted up, and knotted 
at the end, with which weapon, an unhappy 
wight who had been unlucky enough to be 
surrounded, was struck by one of the others, 
whom the leading singer might call upon, 
in a kind of song, made for the occasion; 
if the person so called, (every man having 
been previously assigned a name for the 
occasion,) did not strike on the instant, if 
any neglected the order of the singer, or 
if the person struck, detected, or named the 
striker, then the latter changed places with 
the other, and coidd only obtain his liberty 
in a similar manner. The song made a 
good deal of fan, and the language of it 
ran in this manner. 

** Hi ro, ready oh I 
Hit him, '* bag of peas.'' 
Hi ro, ready oh ! 
Let him have no ease. 
Hi ro, ready oh! 
Hit him, <' calavance.'' 
Hi ro, ready ohl 
Pay him an advance. 
Hi ro, ready ohl 
Hit him, "every one." 
Hi ro, ready oh! 
And stop when hay, done. 
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Hi ro, ready oh ! 

Hit him, " none at all/' 

Hi rOy ready oh I 

And jump up at my call. 

Hi ro, ready oh!" 

and so the song might be prolonged^ until 
the powers of the improvisitor should be 
exhausted. 

In this manner the crew amused themselves 
after the work of the day, at evening, had 
been suspended. It is a general time of 
weU regulated relaxation, and the tone and 
temper of a ship's company, can be readily 
recognized by the manner in which at such 
periods, they conduct themselves. 

At eight o'clock these amusements termi- 
nated, and the watch, lookouts, &c., being 
arranged, precautions being also taken against 
any light for an instant exposing the position 
of the tender, every thing became as silent on 
board, as before it was the scene of boisterous 
good humour. The night is a time of anxiety, 
for if a vessel is seen, she is sure to be 
under all sail, and moving with rapidity 
through the water if she is a slaver ; therefore 
sail must be quickly made in order to keep 
sight of the stranger, for a few minutes will 

F 3 
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decide this mattter^ and release firom^ or 
consign to slavery, hundreds of the wretched 
Africans who are sailing by, unconscious of 
so near a refuge, or a life of slavery of some 
kind. 

With hardly any variety, day after day 
passed, leaving the tender a solitary vessel on the 
vast waters around her, often for days together 
it remained a profound calm, till the water 
itself, assumed a leaden hue, and the long 
unbroken swell seemed heavily and unwillingly 
to roU on in its wonted course. Vainly the 
mast head lookout held his lofty station, for 
nothing could come within sight, so immove- 
able was the vessel, save that occasionally 
the fin of a shark as the monster slowly prowled 
about, was seen dividing the unruffled and 
filmy surface of the sea ; indeed the conduct of 
the cruiser and shark seemed somewhat similar, 
both were loitering about in hopes of picking 
up something. 

Some weeks had passed in this unprofitable 
manner, and the commander began to feel that 
cruizing on the coast of Africa for slavers had 
less attraction in it than at first he had imagined 
and though the duties of service necessarily 
occupied some portion of the time, yet 
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the men in the evening did not take up 
their accustomed amusements^ with their ori- 
ginal ardour; the depressing influence of the 
climate^ was working its way amongst them, 
and it seemed to them^ that the stories told 
of the fights on the coast of Africa were 
fabulous^ so ready is the mind of the sailor^ 
to fall from expectation to despondency. 

In order to counteract this feelings it was 
therefore determined to run into the anchorage 
of Whydah, a place notorious for slavers, and 
from which many thousands of negroes were 
annually transported across the Atlantic. 
The sight of these vessels, woidd tend to 
revive the sinking hopes of the crew, by 
proving to them, that if the slavers were 
there, they would at some time or another 
be at sea with their slaves on board. 

The speculation which regulated the system 
of cruising at this time, when vessels could 
not be captured merely for being fitted to 
receive slaves, was found upon the habit of 
the slavers to take their slaves in about sun- 
set, then leave the anchorage, and by carrying 
all sail during the night, get outside the 
cruiser, and so safely prosecute her voyage. 
In order to meet this, the crusier generally 
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stood off the land also, during the night, 
contriving to be at daylight, jfrom thirty to 
ferty miles from the coast; should nothing 
then be in sight, the cruiser stood in shore 
during the day, but seldom nearer than 

• 

would allow the tops of the trees on the low 
beach to be seen from the mast head. The 
night had passed away, and no vessel being 
in sight, sail was made upon the tender, for 
tiie anchorage of Wydah. A fine breeze 
hastened the vessel onwards, but showers of 
light misty rain occasionally intervened to 
obscure from, view the distant horizon. 

The mere fact of an intention to sight the 
slavers, gave an unwonted stimulus to every one 
on board, no one of the number having yet seen 
one of these vessels, and the rather fireqtient call 
of the officer of the watch to keep *^ a good look 
oat at the masthead," testified tiie assiduity with 
which he was executing his trust. The break- 
&8t hour had arrived, and as nothing had been 
seen, most began to give up hopes of a chase, 
because it could hardly be expected that a 
laden vessel would leave the coast during the 
daytime ; the showers however continued with 
the same frequency, tiierefore two vessels might 
be very near each other without knowing it. 
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The commander was sitting at break&st in 
company with the assistant surgeon^ and the 
midshipman who had just left the deck^ having 
had the morning watch ; the first was^ as gene- 
rally this class of o£Sx;er is^ a gentlemanlike well 
informed young man ; the other a young sailor 
full of love for his profession^ and proud of being 
in the tender what the first lieutenant is in a 
frigate^ besides which he was one in whom much 
confidence coidd be placed, and never hesitating 
to seek guidance in matters which he could not 
clearly see through. 

A ship breakfast table^ is but a contemptible 
copy of that attractive meal on shore; no 
side-board labouring under cold viands, game, 
or Oxford brawn, no choice of white or 
brown bread, rolls or mufSjis, and alas ! no 
cream, no milk ; the sea table is an enumera- 
tion of n^^ves; — the cold saddle, game, 
and brawn, are poorly represented by a wood- 
like piece of highly salted beef, or one of 
pork, in which a streak of lean is vainly 
sought for— -hard biscuit is the proxy of 
the luxuries of the baker's shop — an elderly 
egg, beaten up with a little warm water and 
sugar, is the substitute for those of the dairy, 
and the remains of a small jax of Scotch 
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marmalade^ is advanced to do the duty of 
fresh made butter. 

Such were the temptations set before the 
company, and they were all enioying them 

breeze was caxrjring the tender rapidly towards 
the shore the trees on which could now be seen 
from the deck. The conversation had just 
turned upon the chances of ever seeing a vessel 
while they were cruizing, for all three were 
heartily sick of having so much sea-room 
to spare ; the assistant surgeon and commander 
rather despaired, not so the lively mid, whom 
the morning watch had weU prepared with an 
appetite, which was operating upon the beef 
with tolerable good luck, and who was at 
the same time expressing his belief that before 
long we should have a chace, he having had 
a dream to that effect, and dreams with him, 
were matters on which he placed much 
reliance. 

The mist had been blown away, and again 
the fair blue sky shone out to windward, 
when ^^ sail ho ! " resounded from the mast 
head man, who was now standing up and 
pointing to something a little on the weather 
bow, just where a cutter sailor would wish 
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the yessel to be. In an instant the break£Eist 
table was desolate^ ^'my telescope," exclaimed 
the commander to the boy in attendance, 
whose foresight, indeed had prepared it, di- 
rectly the call of ^'sail ho," was heard, the 
party shot np the after hatchway like so many 
sky-rockets, from tiieir frames, even before 
the midshipman in charge of the watch coidd 
come down to make his report. 

The glass was now upon the stranger, for du- 
ring the mist she had been approaching, neither 
seeing nor seen ; and now about half the depth 
of her sails could be seen from the deck of the 
Tender ; *^ a fine schooner — and going about — a 
slaver at last" — said the commander who had 
now made out the chase. 

" Now, Sir, what do you think of my dream," 
asked the senior mid. — 

"Set the gaff topsail — quickly," was the 
only reply that was made to the question, 
the sail was almost as soon spread, and the 
chase now commenced in reality, both yessels 
under all sail by the wind, the slaver making 
for the anchorage of Whydah, which was also 
in sight, as were the mastheads of several 
vessels riding there. 

It was evident that the slaver was running 

F 5 
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for the roads with the intentioii of disembarking 
her slaves^ bef<»:e the tender could arrive 
sufficiently close to see that she did so — if the 
slaver succeeded in that she was safe^ for proof 
of ^^ having had slaves on board/' or actually 
'' having them on board" would at that time 
only condemn a vessel. 

The tender was gaining ground^ but the 
distance was fearfully short — the sails were 
set with the greatest nicety^ and the vessel 
herself seemed sensible of being in pursuit, 
as she threw the white spray fiercely from 
her weather bow, and recklessly plunged into 
another wave ; and one of the mids ran to the 
masthead with a glass, to watch the movements 
of the schooner. 

" She has thrown a boat overboard. Sir," 
was his first report — instantly afterwards — 
^* they seem to be cutting away the anchors " — 
then a pause. 

" The stern boat is cut away — they are now 
throwing bags and casks overboard ;" continued 
the report, and then all was silent again, for 
now the slaver had done all she could by 
lightening herself, to increase her speed 
through the water; the tender did not now 
gain so fast upon the chase, many experiments 
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were made^ but her rate of going appeared 
fixed at her present speed. 

As the tender got in shore^ the wind 
headed a little^ all success now depended 
upon being able to see the canoes disembark- 
ing the slaves from her — ^up to the masthead 
with his glass went the commander ; the chase 
was now near to the anchorage^ and she in 
quick succession fired guns^ hoisting and 
hauling down again repeatedly a fiag on the 
foremast; now she has entered the throng of 
vessels^ and has got close to a large ship in 
the roads — men are hurrying down to several 
canoes upon the beach ready for launching — 
they dash through the surf and are paddling 
with all their might in the direction of the 
chase^ which has now backed her foretop-sail — 
the crowd of vessels in the roads render it 
impossible to see more — ^in a short time the 
canoes are seen vigourously returning to the 
shore, boundmg over the sweU, now riding on 
the surf are laid high upon the beach, and a 
crowd of negroes leaping from within them, 
they are hurried away into the country, and 
soon lost to sight. 

The commander and his companion at the 
masthead descended to the deck, and unwiU- 
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ingly determined that there was no direct 
evidence of the canoes having been on board 
the schooner chased^ and nothing short of 
that then^ could be of any use in the court 
established for the adjudication of slavers; 
the schooner now made sail again and came 
out towards the tender^ confident that she had 
not been seen to discharge her slaves; the 
commander was rather irascible on the occasion, 
and directed a musket to be fired as she was 
approaching, as an intimation that she was 
to be examined; he knew perfectly well that 
none on board the schooner could hear or see 
the firing of the musket, which in point of 
fact was a measure adopted only to allow 
him to say that the stranger would not stop 
for musketry, and therefore it was necessary 
to fire a round shot at her. 

She came on heedlessly, a fine breeze 
heeling her over and showing the weather 
part of her deck as she was passing to wind- 
ward of the tender; the six-pounder was 
filed, the shot took efiect by striking the 
waterway a little before the mainmast, and 
having done considerable damage, dashed 
into the sea beyond; in a moment down 
came the sails of the schooner, and she lay 
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quiet enough with an uncomfortable rent in 
her weather side. On being examined, no 
slaves were found but every trace of having 
had them was observable; this however was 
not evidence on which she could be safely 
sent into the court for trial ; she had no boats, 
nor had she anchors, all of each having been 
thrown overboard in the chase; but this was 
not the evidence wanted, and she was ac- 
cordingly liberated, with a recommendation 
to the captain to attend to musketry in 
future, and to get the side of his vessel 
repaired with all expedition. 

Strong as was the circumstantial evidence 
against this vessel, yet it would have been 
most hazardous to have detained her; this 
will be better understood by stating that 
when the slave treaties were first made with 
foreign nations, the words were ^^all vessels 
having slaves on board &c." but a vessel was 
sent into the court with one slave on board 
only, and she was acquitted because the 
treaty requu-ed a plurality to establish crimi- 
nality — it was something like splitting hairs; 
however, an explanatory article appeared 
afterwards, which said ^^ having a slave, or 
slaves on board " &c. 
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Another article in the treaty of that time 
with Portugal^ agreed that vessels could not 
be captured to the southward of the equator, 
unless the chase had commenced from the 
north of it ; it happened that a cruiser being 
to the north of the equator, saw a vessel to the 
south of it; she chased, captured, and found 
by her papers that she had taken in her 
slaves at Badagry, in north latitude; but the 
treaty said, that unless the chase commenced 
from the north of the equator, when the 
vessel detained was to the south of it, that the 
capture was illegal, and following that, the 
court acquitted in the present case, notwith- 
standing the proof of the loading with slaves at 
Badagry ; but putting that quite out of the 
question, according to the treaty the vessel 
ought to have been condemned, upon the 
ground of the commencement of the chase ; 
it commenced where the ship of wax first 
made sail, or seeing went in pursuit, she 
was to the north of the equator when she 
did so, consequently the vessel chased fell 
within the words of the treaty ; but in almost 
all cases of trial for criminal conduct, when 
foreigners are brought under British adjudi- 
cation, there has been a morbid feeling which 
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has induced a readiness to construe any 
obscurity of an act in their favour^ although 
blood may be on their hands — or slaves in 
their vessels. 

Haying thus settled matters with the schooner^ 
that yessel and the tender proceeded to the an- 
chorage^ which they reached in the course of 
an hour and a half, nearly at the same time ; as 
soon as the latter had anchored^ boats were sent 
to exanmie the slavers in the roads^ and report 
their state of preparation : no less than seven- 
teen of these vessels were lying at Whydah, 
waiting for slaves, for the total absence, firom 
that part, of the small British squadron, then 
employed on the A&ican coast, had encouraged 
the slave dealers to send their vessels in 
increased numbers, being almost sure of 
e&cting a voyage in safety. 

Whydah, as the £nglish name the place, 
from the pronunciation of the Portuguese 
designation, ^' Ayudah," is the great outlet for 
the slaves supplied by the chief of Dahomey, 
whose city bearing that name has often been 
described by African travellers, and whose 
remorseless character has gained for him an 
intimacy with every species of cruelty and 
crime. One traveller relates "that his city is 
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surrounded by a wall," as indeed almost all 
African towns of any consequence are, ** upon 
the top of which are placed, at, very short 
intervals, human skulls, being those of prisoners 
taken in battle but whom he could not sell 
as slaves:" this is the usual course observed 
towards prisoners so taken, for if they are 
likely to remain long on hand, then they are 
murdered to avoid the trouble, it can hardly be 
said the expense, of keeping them. It is very 
seldom, if ever, that the chiefs sell their own 
subjects, the system is this : — two chiefs agree 
amicably upon a war, and each then sells the 
natives of the other country, accordingly as 
they may fall into their hands respectively. 

At this time, however, the demand for slaves 
overcame the supply, and ships were waiting 
at all the anchorages to receive them, therefore 
the unhappy negroes were doomed to a misera- 
ble life of foreign slavery, instead of undergoing 
a more humane massacre to decorate the walls 
of Dahomey, or some other city of equal 
celebrity. 

An outline of the history of De Souza, the 
great, indeed only slavedealer of Whydah, may 
be found curious. Previously to the abolition 
of the slave trade, the English, French, and 
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Portuguese each held territory at Whydah, 
and their several factories carried on a rich 
trade^ not for produce but for negroes ; upon 
the abolition taking place^ Whydah was aban- 
doned by the two first mentioned nations^ 
but Portugal still kept her flag flying there, 
and maintained beneath it a governor, secretary, 
and other officers for some time afterwards ; the 
secretary was De Souza, whose province it was 
to succeed, as a matter of course, to the govern- 
ment in the event of the death of the governor, 
and to hold the office until the pleasure of his 
Sovereign should be known : this event hap- 
pened, enabling De Souza to assume the 
government of the Portuguese settlement, or 
rather factory, at Whydah, and although now 
very many years have elapsed, the Portuguese 
government have taken no notice whatever of 
the place or of De Souza ; in a very short time 
the other officers either died or left Whydah, 
and De Souza finding that his own government 
had "left him alone in his glory," and dis- 
covering also that he was not remembered at 
the quarterly payments made by the treasury 
to officers serving the crown, he without 
hesitation plunged into the slave trade, illegal 
as it then was upon the north side of the 
equator. 
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Although De Souza embraced this occu- 
pation, he hj no means disconnected himself 
from his position of a governor, whenever it 
became necessary to assume it upon any ground 
of policy with reference to the natives or others, 
but he conducted all his operations of trade 
with such undoubted and inflexible integrity^ 
that he soon became sought as the medium of 
transacting all the business of the place^ and 
though he began as an agent for the sale of 
slaves^ he very soon acquired so much money^ 
that he became himself a slave merchant, and, 
if alive now, is perhaps one of the richest men 
in the world : rich however as he may be, as it 
will be seen he certainly is, still his riches are 
of no service to him, for beyond the barter of 
negroes for gold and silver brought by the 
slavers from Cuba and the Brazils, he cannot 
employ it otherwise, excepting for the gratifi- 
cation of his personal taste which is of a 
princely description, or upon his domestic 
requirements, which latter are very extensive, 
from the fact of his always entertaining at his 
table the captains of the slavers at anchor in 
the roads. 

It would be utterly useless for De Souza to 
send to Europe the enormous sums of gold 
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which he has amassed; for^ in the first place^ 
the king of Dahomey keeps over him a con- 
stant gnard^ whose business it was at first to 
take care that De Souza did not leave Whydah. 
Now^ although the same surveillance is con- 
tinued^ and De Souza is quite aware of the 
watch upon his movements, it is probably un- 
necessary, for he is a being entirely isolated 
as to European associations, friends, or habits 
of life — ^he is altogether African in all three ; 
and probably no part of the world could offer 
sufficient to induce him to leave Whydah, even 
if he could carry his riches with him, so con- 
finned are his habits and pursuits to Africa. 

The town of Whydah is situated upon the 
edge of a lagoon which is known to separate 
a strip of the coast firom the main land, following 
the line of the shore for many hundred miles, 
and thus forming an inland navigation from 
place to place ; a circumstance which much 
facilitates the embarkation of slaves, and escape 
of the slaver with them on board. If, for in- 
stance, a cruiser at that time was known to be 
off Whydah, De Souza would order the slaver 
to go to some other anchorage, and then send 
the negroes by the canoes upon the lagoon, who 
would be relanded, travelled across the strip 
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of land, about three miles in breadth, instantly 
embarked, and the slaver would then proceed 
on her voyage. The town is but a large assem- 
blage of thatched mud huts, surrounded by 
swampy land. 

De Souza lives in a well constructed mansion, 
erected by himself. One part of it he appro- 
priates to his individual use, another portion 
is open to the captains of the slavers, who both 
eat and sleep there ; the remainder is set aside 
for the purposes of trade. He is a man of 
strange, sullen, and solitary habits, never 
appearing amongst the captains he entertains 
but at dinner, and then seldom speaking to any 
of them ; he holds a most absolute and arbitrary 
controni over them all ; it would be impossible 
for them to take a slave on board without his 
permission, in short, they are as much under 
his command, as is the ship of war under the 
admiral. No captain knows the moment he 
may be called upon to prepare for sea. De 
Souza will suddenly order one of them to be 
ready by a certain day: immediately water, 
fuel, farina for the slaves, are all sent on board, 
and the captain must have his part completed. 
The sails are bent, and every thing on the ap- 
pointed evening is ready. At that time the 
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canoes with the negroes come along aside^ and 
being hastily stowed in the space arranged for 
their reception^ the vessel leaves the anchorage^ 
under all possible sail. De Souza again sinks 
into his apparent lethargy, and the captains are 
left to feast, gamble, and speculate upon the 
next of their number to be sent off. This was 
the practice before the vessels could be seized 
'* fitted for taking slaves on board;'* now the 
arrangements are made in Cuba and the Brazils, 
previously to starting for the coast, and the 
slaver will arrive one hour, and leave for either 
place in a few hours afterwards ; advice of her 
sailing having been previously sent to Whydah, 
or any other slave depot. 

Near the residence of De Souza are the 
*' barracoons," or slave yards, which are large 
open spaces surrounded by a wall, or strong 
stockade, from the inside of which are sheds 
for the use of the negroes in bad weather, 
during the extreme heat of the day, and in the 
night time ; here, often many hundreds were 
grouped together, young and grown up, male 
and female ; few of the old were so unfortunate 
as to reach the barracoon — their miseries termi- 
nated with their lives — on the day of capture ; 
when, upon examination, they were declared to 
be unsaleable. 
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At this place as soon as the sun breaks forth 
in its eternal splendour^ the inhabitants are 
seen indolently crawling from their huts to 
bask in its heat; a woman is here and there 
getting something ready to satisfy the early 
appetites of those for whom she is the drudge, 
for in Africa women alone do the work. The 
captains of the slave vessels also stroll out in 
the shelter of the colonnade, with utter dis^ 
regard to any previous toilet, but wearing 
broad brimmed straw hats, there to smoke 
their cigars till breakfast is on the table, — of 
De Souza nothing is seen till late in the day ; 
at length they assemble to partake of a repast, 
consisting of every thing held to be a delicacy 
in these parts, — tea, coffee, claret, " Guinness " 
and ^* Bass," bread prepared in many different 
ways, fruit and preserves, all are spread in 
luxurious disorder for these dealers in human 
flesh; the melancholy, worn countenances of 
many proclaim the effects of the climate, and 
these in a desponding state throw themselves 
upon any unoccupied couch or seat they may 
find ; others recklessly pass the coarse joke, 
and loudly laugh as they demolish the viands 
set before them : few are guilty of drunkenness, 
this vice has not as yet added its deformity to 
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complete the revolting character of the slave 
captain. The repast bespeaks the riches of 
De Sonza^— a service of beautiful china^ with 
exquisitely cut glass, dishes of silver, spoons 
and forks even of gold, all the manufacture of 
England, decorate the table, and prove the 
remunerative nature of the slave trade. 

The day passes on, a mere repetition of the 
indolence of its predecessor, till about four in 
the evening, when the hour of dinner arrives ; 
the table is again covered in the same luxurious 
confusion, the slave captains are standing round 
it in their fresh and clean white dresses, for 
attention is much given to neatness of dress 
at this time; presently a sallow, corpulent, 
heavy featured man, of sixty-five or seventy 
years of age approaches, his large dark ey^ 
have hardly lost any of their early lustre, at a 
glance he recognizes every one at the table, 
and notices all that is passing, hardly without a 
sign; he takes his seat, and motions for the 
assembled captains to do the same — this is 

De Souza his apparel, unlike that of the 

others present, is a loose dressing robe, with a 
small velvet cap on his head, from beneath 
which his long hair is flowing, hardly even yet 
turned grey, his linen underneath not carefully 
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changed^ and his large loose trowsers trail over 
his slippers which he wears without stockings ; 
not a syllable scarcely escapes him during the 
dinner, at which he is sedulously attended by 
some Africans, not improbably the Dahomey 
guards : De Souza is very moderate at the 
table in every way, and stays there but a short 
time, apparently as indifferent to the brilliancy 
of the display of his gold and silver plate as he 
unquestionably is to the delicacies he has 
provided for those around him. 

De Souza, if he may be judged by the 
remains of some noble traits of character, 
was fitted for a life of less infamy than that 
which he has embraced, and pursued with 
such unreserved ardour; some incidents of 
his life are worthy of detailing, if only to 
show how difficult it is utterly to smother 
the voice of a good principle, although it 
may have to struggle for life amidst the most 
debasing of vices, and with pursuits which in 
themselves are so execrable, that even those 
who engage in them, though they have not 
the moral courage to resist their temptations, 
will defend their practices only upon the 
ground of their remunerative results being 
greater than those of any other trade, it 



j^ 



AVD ISLANDS IX IT. 121 

being not uncommon to realize from four 
hundred to six hundred per cent upon n 
slave cargo; a £act that will easily (*xpliun 
the accumulation of the richc^H of I)ft 
Sonza. 

The integrity observed by De Souza in \\\n 
mercantile dealings^ prevented him from r^vcr 
supposing that any one knowing him would 
refuse to trust to his word, and upon the oc*ca- 
sion of an English merchant-Hhi]) which Imd 
just brought for him some goods to Whydah, 
being about to sail on her return voyage, De 
Souza sent for the captain, and r(?quf«trcl tlmt 
he would bring out three tliouHand ouncies of 
gold plate for him, when he next catnr* ; thr 
captain promised to do so ; but on hin gritting 
to England, he found no one inclined to rink 
such a valuable consignment, with no better 
security for payment, tlian the word of !)(• 
Souza; therefore it was not shipped. On hin 
arrival at Whydah, De Souza asked the captain 
for the plate, and received an unsatisfactory 
explanation respecting it; De Houza said 
nothing more, and transacted any other husineiiH 
he might have with the captain ; at length, tlic 
day of departure again came round; De Souza 
sent for the captain about an hour before ho 
VOL. I. o 
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was to sail, and said to him, " you would not 
bring my plate unless you had the money to 
pay for it !— you would not trust to my word ! — 
take those boxes, they contain more gold than 
will be wanted for the plate — pay for it, and bring 
it out the next time— I can trust you, though 
you could not trust me!" Upon ^hich he 
ordered the boxes to be opened, showed the 
rouleaux of doubloons, fastened them up, and 
sent them off in the same canoe which conveyed 
the captain to his ship ; refusing even to take 
a receipt for the money, or any acknowledge- 
ment whatever. The plate was brought by the 
next arrival of the same ship, and was soon 
glittering upon De Souza's table, in common 
use. 

On another occasion De Souza had entrusted 
Paolo Vicente, the captain of a Brazilian slave 
ship, with a picked cargo of negroes, which 
Paolo engaged to sell on account of De Souza, 
but on the voyage he conceived, and ultimately 
adopted the resolution of selling the cargo for 
himself. After this, for a time, he lived at 
a great expense, in the Brazils; but having 
spent the money, so dishonestly obtained, he 
returned to the coast in another vessel for a 
fresh cargo ; his conduct however was known. 



AND ISLANDS IN IT. 128 

and no one would trust him with a cargo. He 
lingered at the different anchorages, avoiding 
always Whydah, until he became in a state of 
great want, for he had nearly exhausted his 
means of purchasing even food for his crew. 
His circumstances were accidentally mentioned 
to De Souza, who, upon enquiry, found that 
Paolo Vicente was at Lagos, a place about a 
hundred and twenty miles distant. 

By a vessel going there De Souza sent to 
Paolo to say, that his distress had been men- 
tioned, and that if he wanted supplies, and a 
cargo of slaves, he should have both if he 
would come to Whydah for them. Paolo had 
the choice of an alternative — he must starve, 
or trust to De Souza's generosity — he chose 
the latter, and as soon as possibly he could, 
he presented himself at Whydah. 

De Souza received him kindly, and said, 
** you are in distress, it is your own fault ; but 
although you behaved wrong to me once, I 
cannot believe that you will deceive me again ; 
a man may repent of doing an evil act, and 
then he is worthy of assistance. You want 
supplies and a cargo : let your wants be de- 
tailed — they shall be removed : refit your vessel, 

g3 
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and when she is ready for sea^ I will send the 
slaves on board !'* 

It is needless to say this was all faithfully 
fulfilled by De Souza; and he had not only 
the good fortune to get his slaves safely into 
the Brazils^ but also, when there, Paolo Vicente 
delivered them honestly to the consignee of 
De Souza ; amongst even slavedealers '^ honesty 
is the best policy :" this maxim is so sound, that 
even those who may have departed from it have 
found it their interest to return to it, and an old 
merchant of Glasgow once said to a young Mend 
of the commander who was about to enter upon 
the world of business, after giving much other 
advice, ^* weel, weel, laddie, 'honesty is the best 
policy,' for I've just tried them a'." 

De Souza has even entertained at Whydah 
officers of the English squadron, whose position 
gave them an opportunity of visiting that great 
slave depdt; although these would naturally 
be obnoxious to him, yet his civility has always 
been prominently extended towards them in 
the necessarily very few occasions which have 
allowed him to shew his disposition. Such is, 
or has been, De Souza, — at once governor of 
what is still held to be a dependency of 
Portugal, at ^the same time as he is the most 
unmitigated slavedealer on the coast of Africa, 
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and like the pirate of Lord Byron, may there- 
fore be described as a man " linked with one 
▼irtue to a thousand crimes." 

The whole of the slavers haying been ex- 
amined in the anchorage, the tender proceeded 
to sea again. The sight of these vessels, and 
the actual chase of a laden slaver, had served, 
in the language of the kennel, " to flesh the 
young hounds," and all had regained the high 
and hopeful spirits with which they had com- 
menced the cruise, in the Bights of Benin and 
Biaira. The firewood and water in daily use 
by the tender, now required to be renewed, it 
therefore became necessary to visit another of 
the Portuguese dependencies, called " Princes' 
Island," one of the bays of which had been 
established as the rendezvous of the English 
African cruisers, there to receive orders for 
their future guidance, and replenish their fuel 
and water. 

At the back end of this island was the bay in 
question, well sheltered from the sea breeze, 
which however seldom blows with a dangerous 
strength; the elemental powers even seem sub- 
jugated by the African climate, and appparently 
are content to assert their natural rights only in 
an occasional "tornado," or thunderstorm; to 
" west bay," as the English have named this 
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anchorage^ the tender had now shaped her way, 
and having in the course of a few days reached 
it, she was anchored under a huge and lofty 
flat topped mountain, which rose perpendi- 
cxdarly on every side almost from its base. 
Nothing can surpass the grotesque shape of 
the land about this bay ; the mountain already 
mentioned stands promiaently forward as the 
giant of the strange scenery, over which it 
seems to preside in primeval majesty; the 
lesser elevations crouch at its base, covered 
with the utmost luxuriance of tropical verdure, 
and from amidst their soft beauty this vast heap 
of granite rises its grey and rugged form, on 
which alone the convolvulus, in all its various 
species, finds a resting-place, and hangs down 
in long flowering strings, as if to subdue the cold 
sternness of its rocky sides : shrinking as it were 
from the overbearing aspect of this inhospitable 
mass, the ground falls back in a semicircular 
form, advancing afterwards again to the east- 
ward, but as it retires, gradually rises, until it 
also has assumed an elevation of some thousand 
feet, the whole of which has been apparently 
thrown together in one of the wildest of nature's 
fancies. One object on the east side seems 
placed to rival the appearance of the mountain 
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on the west in curiosity of character ; this is a 
granite mass which has been thrown up in some 
volcanic convulsion from the midst of a small 
plain, bearing the exact shape of an enormous 
carrot, with the leafy part cut off, rather 
blunted at the small end, and standing upon 
the larger ; in circumference it bears about the 
same proportion to its length as does the vege- 
table to its own ; the elevation of this extra- 
ordinary rock is probably seven or eight 
hundred feet, firom the highest part of which 
the same masses of flowering parisites are 
flowing like drapery in the most fantastic 
manner. 

Imbedded in the recess formed by the 
retiring ground, standing upon a knoll a 
little thrown forward, and overlooking a smooth 
sandy beach which forms the landing place, is 
the summer residence of the ^^illustrious Senhor 
don Jos^ Maria de Ferreira," if he still lives ; 
a winding path from the landing place conducts 
the visitor to the house, which is not badly 
built, and well roofed with pantiles from 
England : moimting some steps the colonnade 
surroimding the rooms used for entertainment 
and sleeping, is gained, and behind is a large 
walled yard, where all the culinary business of 
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the day is transacted ; underneath is the recep- 
tacle of all such few stores, merchandize^ &c., 
as may be wanted for the purposes of the 
*^ illustrious Senhor," in the management of 
his estate about " west bay." 

Don JosS, at this time was the governor of 
the island, a position from which, like De 
Souza, he drew no emolument whatever, and 
seldom appeared in that dignified character ; 
he held nearly all his possessions in the 
island by virtue of his marriage with his 
present lady, who was an heiress of much 
weight for that place, and very far his junior, 
she had never been from the land of her 
nativity, and was much pleased with the arrival 
of the British ships of war, for two reasons, 
first, because she liked the change which this 
gave to her society, which until they came con- 
sisted of little more than her female slaves, and 
secondly, because she knew that while the 
cruiser was at an anchor, she could not be 
capturing the slave vessels, in most of which 
leaving Whydah, Madame Ferreira had some 
amiable litde investment; Don Jose was not 
himself much at west bay, for in truth his 
possessions there consisted chiefly of huge 
masses of granite rock, if here and there a little 
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garden enclosure is excepted ; howcyer it was a 
favourite retreat of his lady, by whom it was 
occupied during four or five months of the year. 
Attended by a small retinue of slaves, once a 
year, Madame Ferreira reclined and was borne 
in a hammock made up of grass netted together, 
which was extended along a pole, and canopied 
by a frame over which was strained green silk, 
having curtains of the same material attached 
to the sides ; the heraldic bearings of Ferreira 
were emblazoned upon the inside of this 
canopy, forming an object of contemplation for 
the lady who lay beneath it. 

Madame Ferreira might possibly have 
attained her thirty-second year: her features 
were expressive of an undisturbed good 
nature, and though not of dazzling beauty, yet 
were certainly of an attractive order ; with 
reference to her figure less can be said ; it was 
almost shapeless: inactivity, good living, and 
climate, had enveloped what might at ihirtecMi 
or fourteen have been symetry, with a super- 
abundance of flesh, which an Englishman would 
have compassionately endeavoured to cliniiuisli : 
her complexion was tinted by the climate, and 
alas ! how unlike the matchless tints of Eh^HhIi 
cheeks, and snowy whiteness of English necks ; 

g5 
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her drapery was loosely thrown upon her 
person, which indeed seemed to suffer nothing 
from any supporting process beneath-nature 
dictated her toilette. 

A few evenings before the arrival of the 
tender, Madame Ferreira had been brought 
over from the residence of Don Josd at port 
Antonio, the capital of the island, but situated 
on the opposite side; in about an hour after 
the vessel had anchored, a smaU canoe paddled 
by one man was observed coming towards the 
vessel. 

Without ceremony he came alongside when 
having fastened his canoe, he came on board ; 
he was, poor creature, the merest apology for 
a man that could be conceived ; a covering of 
the most economical extent left his frame 
exposed to the study of the sculptor, who 
might be in search of an illustration of famine ; 
every bone might be reckoned, and one almost 
thought they grated as he moved along the 
deck: he was the slave in charge of the 
house and estate in west bay, and had been 
sent off by Madame Ferreira, with a present to 
the commander of the tender ; it consisted of 
a few pines, oranges, a freshly baked rice 
pudding, and an overgrown dark brown wax 
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candle> accompanied with a request that he 
would come on shore and visit her. 

He very grateftdly received the offerings 
so kuidly made by Madame Ferreira, and 
giving Antonio, the bearer, all he even looked 
for, a dram, desired him to say that he 
would very shortly wait upon Madame; in 
the meaatime preparations for getting wood and 
water from the shore were made, and when 
completed, he proceeded to throw himself at 
the feet of the ^^ lUustrissima Senhora," the 
lady of the governor of Princes' island. 

Upon landing he was met by Antonio, 
who seemed to be a lord in waiting for the 
occasion, emaciated as he was, yet he moved 
about with agility, and taking the lead, con- 
ducted the commander to the presence of 
Madame Ferreira, who was then sitting in 
the colonnade, enjoying the cool evening, 
surrounded by her maids of honour, ladies of 
the bedchamber, and other appendages of the 
great, with whom she appeared to Uve upon 
terms of intimacy bordering upon friendship. 
All these were slaves as weU as Antonio, 
nor were any of them trammelled with scarcely 
more clothing than was the lord in waiting 
himself. Antonio presented his charge: 
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"Madame want to look captain, he come." 
This was his best attempt at English, and 
having said so much, he quietly squatted 
himself upon the boards of the colonnade, 
near us both. 

Madame Ferreira could speak sufficient 
English to continue a conversation, but the 
Portuguese language was only well known 
by her. She received the commander very 
kindly, invited him to take some coffee, which 
was now being served, and even offered him 
a bedroom, if he liked to sleep on shore; 
the very thing that he did like, without any 
reservation, and therefore without delay, des- 
patched his Krooman, Tom Seedy, on board 
for the ready packed portmanteau. 

Many questions were asked by Madame 
Ferreira, as to the present Commodore, who 
was now daily expected in west bay, and 
still more of the late Commodore, for whom, 
Madame was pleased to express the most 
affectionate recollections. A walk was sug- 
gested, and with some unwillingness the wish 
was complied with ; it was a matter of 
importance to Madame Ferreira, for involving 
the necessity of descending a steep hill, so 
to retmrn home again, an equal ascent must 
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be enconnteredj a circumstance, thnt to m 
penon of ber bulk, could not poHHibly ronvry 
any pleasing reflections. 

Wbenerer this lady moved out, n]w wni 
followed by some half dozen yottng ftiiinlr 
slaTeSj each carried something, onn 11 tiHttil* 
kerchief, another a fan, tho tuIloMt rnlnnil n 
parasol oyer the head of Madamo, rvrti llnMif/li 
the sun had sunk beneath tho hilN, titn tt\\\pm 
seemed at a loss to know wliiit wottlil hh 
most useful, and therefore t'Ook ilin llrnt ntifl 
lightest article of any kind, thnt lintt|iMhMl fn 
present itself to notice, upon tnovln^r (miu 
the colonnade. The party IimvIii;^ iiinilili'il 
to the foot of the hill, ihi*y follfiwiMl 11 tMintiW 
footpath in single file, for a hroitd wiilki nr 
road, appears to bo an enormity in i\w Afi inni 
regions of the west. It ran through u thirk 
jungle, until at a sudden turn, it Ntopprd upon 
the brink of a wide and rapid Htriuun, whirh 
flowing from the adjacent niountuiuN, niNliiJil 
over the rough granite, and grave ;! hiul, 
clear, sparkling, and pure, aH th(3 cyvH and 
heart of an English maiden. A narrow plunk 
formed the only bridge by which to ( rohn 
this stream, otherwise it would he ncceHNjiry 
to ford it a little lower down, wlicrt' the 
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water would not reach more than half way 
to the knee. Madame Ferreira now fairly 
under way, was very desirous of showing 
the little chapel, which the pious consideration 
both of Don Josd and herself, gave to the 
spiritual interests of the slaves, had caused 
to be built: but to get to it the water must 
be passed, and the stream was not less than 
eight feet wide where the plank was laid, 
it was deep withal, and slippery from the 
spray dashing over it; the party halted, the 
bridge was distrusted, the ford was glanced 
at, and the neatly white-washed little chapel 
in the distance, invited an attempt to gain it. 
Much was said in the Portuguese language, 
which to the commander was unintelligible, 
but by the gestures of Madame Ferreira, she 
seemed determined to overcome the difficulty, 
and taking him by the hand, every one moved 
away to the ford; a slave girl having also 
been despatched back to the mansion for 
something. 

^* Captain what your name?" asked Madame. 

The commander presented a card which he 
drew from the case he had brought on shore 
with him, in the event of having to leave one, 
had Madame not been ^^at hoi^e" when he 
called. 
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^^ Ah, captain , captain ," for 

every commanding officer was by her made a 
captain^ was repeated by Madame^ as if prac- 
tising the pronunciation. By this time they had 
all reached the ford^ and another debate took 
place, which having terminated^ Madame 
Ferreira addressed herself to her visitor in the 
best English she conld summon ; 

" You look church ?" she asked. 
Extremely," replied the commander. 
Suppose you pull shoe and stocking we go ; 
what I speak you can do, captain;" said 
Madame, pointing to the water ; the commander 
acquiesced ; Madame sat down and placing her 
back to his, gave her directions and began to 
divest her feet of the said shoe and stocking. 
Well ; captain, you ready ?*' 
Quite ready, Madame," he replied. 

" Come then," and taking his arm, she walked 
with him through the water, two slaves keeping 
the lower part of her dress high enough to 
prevent its getting wet, arrived at the other side, 
they again sat down, dos d dos and being sup- 
plied with a towel by the slave girl who had 
returned from the house, the shoes and stockings 
were replaced, and all being ready again, the 
party proceeded to the chapel, through the same 
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kind of winding path as before. The com- 
mander complimented Madame Ferreira upon 
her method of crossing a stream under the cir- 
cumstances they had to contend with ; Madame 
replied, " Suppose you go before — ^you turn 
round — suppose you behind you laugh — suppose 
by my side, you walk on quiet and don't 
fun ; so my way, captain." 

There was nothing to see in the little chapel, 
excepting an image or two taudrily dressed up 
in colours and flowers, with two huge wax 
candles upon the altar table ; however the feeling 
which erected the building was good, although 
as Madame Ferreira said, no priest, nor peni- 
tent nor other person had ever yet prayed in it, 
nor did she know when either would, for she 
could get no priest from Port Antonio to do 
the duty of the church in west bay, and there 
she could discover none disposed to act the 
part of a penitent. 

Having afterwards strolled about a little, 
Madame Ferreira turned homewards, and 
crossing the stream under arrangements simi- 
lar to the first time, they soon regained the 
colonade of her residence, where an evening 
repast of fruit, pastry, and cofiee, had been 
prepared for them. 
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The fumitare of the residence of Madame 
Don Josdj was extremely primitiye; a table 
was formed from planks cut by the slaves out 
of the timber growing on the property, scarcely 
had the plane been glanced over its sur&ce, 
and a wide space appeared between the edges 
of each — chairs, and benches of wood served to 
sit upon, and an old so£i, purchased from the 
captain of some merchant ship, alone offered 
any thing approaching to ease; this however 
was not a seat so much sought now, because 
during the absence of Madame Ferreira, it was 
too popular amongst her slaves, one of whom, 
at least, might always there be found lounging 
upon it. During the repast some eight or ten 
slaves crouched about the room, ready to 
answer any call, for they never move without 
that stimulant, and when it was over, Madame 
ordered four of them to dance for her amuse- 
ment. 

The four selected to dance, were young girls 
of higher claims to attraction than the negro 
generally discovers, and like all of them at 
this age, they were finely formed; excepting 
the leg, ancle, and foot, all of which nature 
seems to have put on the negro in a fit of 
extreme ill temper with the race, for never 
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were more ill contrived and unshapely Kmbs 
attached to any body whether of the human 
or brute creation. They were rather more 
dressed than is usual with the negro^ and each 
wore a faded wreath of flowers round her 
head ; their necks and wrists were covered 
with things of amber and other beads ; but one, 
who was the peculiar attendant upon Madame 
herself, was decorated with all manner of rich 
and valuable jewellery, the property of her 
mistress, whose fancy it was frequently to dress 
out a favourite slave in this manner. 

There is not much to be said in praise of the 
dance, which consisted in taking each other's 
hands and forming a circle, then swinging 
them backwards and forwards to the tune of a 
song used for the occasion — this was the only 
music — they then separated, and two together 
turned roixnd and round ; after a time the body, 
and limbs moved in unison, but neither with 
delicacy of gesture, nor gracefulness of attitude ; 
it was a perfect failure as far as it had any 
pretensions to a dance, though in the near 
approach of the persons it had an undoubtedly 
close relationship to the Polka, if that is the 
Polka, which as danced in England, admits 
of so extensive an indulgence in levity. This 
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lasted for nearly half-an-hour^ when Madame 
Ferreira wished the commander good night, 
and withdrew, leaving Antonio to show him 
a bed-room. 

Antonio performed this duty by conducting 
him into a den, rather than a chamber ; it was 
a place about eight feet square, without a 
window, or other opening than the door-way. 
There was a small hard mattress, on a low 
bed-stead in one corner, with a sheet and 
pillow, and a basin stood on a chair ; a small 
cake of soap near it, and a thin piece of linen 
was the representative of the towel consti- 
tuency. Altogether, it would have been a 
reasonable conjecture that General Sir Charles 
Napier had furnished the place as a model 
barrack-room. 

Fortimately for the commander, his portman- 
teau had already taken possession of the room, 
therefore he had the necessary implements of 
the toilette about him, but on desiring Antonio 
to bring him plenty of water in the morning, 
that official kindly informed him that Madame 
always at that time went to the stream, and 
that he had better do the same. It was very 
true that this was the practice of Madame, so 
far as it related to herself; but she never, like 
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Antonio^ contemplated a companion^ beyond 
her negro girls. She was an absolute child in 
the customs of the world, — and, certainly, very 
seldom would she be disturbed at the side of 
the stream in Prince's Island. 

The night passed away, and after the hard 
bed, (very unlike the ship-cot, than which 
there is no more comfortable bed in the cata- 
logue of such requisites) he woke up very 
early, feeling **as well as could be expected 
under the circumstances ;" he would have left 
his room, but feared to interfere with the pro- 
cession of Madame, whom he heard moving, 
and occasionally in conversation^ith a servant ; 
at length he was relieved by hearing her walk 
by his door, attended by her negresses, she 
having blockaded him about an hour in his 
dark den. He now escaped, and took measures 
for his comfort in a contrary direction to that 
which Madame Ferreira had followed. 

All the operations of getting wood, filling 
water, and washing the linen worn during the 
cruise was now at its height ; some Kroomen 
were splitting the fruit into appropriate lengths 
and sizes, others were filling the small casks, 
and giving them to those in the boats waiting 
to receive them, and no sooner did the latter 
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push away from the shore, than they struck up 
a song, beating time by plunging their paddles 
into the water at the proper moment. Night 
and day the Krooman will work with zeal and 
good humour if he is treated justly and kindly ; 
often did these faithful fellows say to the 
commander — ** cappee, Krooboy no sabbee 
tire, suppose ship look Paniaz," or in English, 
if the ship is going to look for slavers ? Spaniard 
and slaver being synonymous terms. 

The breakfast of madame was rather well 
done: — coffee, with milk rich as cream, the 
first luxury almost which the sailor asks for, 
a profusion of preserves and dried fruit, as 
well as oranges, pines, and the delicious 
*^ custard apple," which seems a combination 
of the peach, apricot, and strawberry, with 
bread disguised in sundry shapes, biscuits from 
London and New York, fish freshly caught, 
were strewed over the table, at the side of 
which sat Madame Ferreira, habited en deshabille 
as she had returned from the stream, and her 
long raven black hair, combed but hardly dry, 
hanging upon her shoulders, which one of her 
negresses watched to prevent it coming forward 
and troubling her ; the others crouched upon 
the floor or leant against the wall gazing upon 
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the table with, a vacant stare^ and waiting the 
time when it should be left for them to take the 
deserted seats^ and like locusts, make a clearance 
of every thing that was eatable, for this appeared 
the privilege of the hoiise slaves. 

In produce Princes' island is remarkable 
only for the excellence of its coffee, which is 
from its high flavour much extolled ; the island 
however is poorly cultivated, and the amount 
of coffee exported comparatively trifling ; it is 
extremely mountainous, and of volcanic origin 
most probably. The white population is con- 
fined to not more than five or six Portuguese 
families, if so many; there is a fort in Port 
Antonio (the capital,) and a custom house ; the 
governor and oflS.cers of the government get 
their salaries in the best way they can, and a 
few soldiers are kept in the fort but by what 
means even this force is kept up it is difficult 
to imagine: altogether the island presents a 
picture of which the. British West Indies will 
shortly be a masterly copy in the hands of the 
legislators of 1846, — a luxuriant waste, the bed 
of ignorance, indolence and immorality. A 
few days had sufficed to render the vessel ready 
to assume her duties of cruising, but the 
expected arrival of the commodore's ship. 
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delayed her at the anchorage, during which 
time there was little else to be done than gaze 
upon the romantic and beautiftd scenery of this 
island, and wonder why so lovely a spot should 
be placed where but few ever can see it, and 
where almost all those who do, regard it only 
as a retreat to which they can repair for the 
purpose of arranging the proceedings of some 
low pursuit of a mercantile nature, for of matu- 
ring plans relating to the slave trade. 

At last the Tinette was seen coming to the 
anchorage accompanied by two small vessels, 
both of them very rakish looking craft. One 
of them was the celebrated " Black Joke,'' once 
a slaver; the other also had sailed under a 
similar reputation, and was now called the 
" Rosamond," both being tenders to the com- 
modore's ship, and upon the principle of 
'* setting a thief to catch a thief," they were 
now employod to catch slavers : the anchor was 
got up, and the vessel hurried out to meet the 
frigate, and in the course of the evening, all 
four vessels anchored in west bay. 

The presence of the Commodore was always 
a source of pleasure to those who served under 
him ; he combined, with a high- reputation as 
an officer, a scientific mind, and the kindest of 
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tempers^ a perfect knowledge of seamanship in 
its superior as well as subordinate branches. 
He could fit the rigging, rig the ship, govern 
and work her afterwards in so masterly a 
manner, that &om the officer to the merest boy 
on board, he was sure of confidence and support 
in any enterprise in which he might engage; 
in short, he could build, rig, govern, and sail 
the ship with equal ease and credit. 

In the morning after the arrival of these 
vessels, the Commodore sent for the com- 
mander of the tender, whose progress has 
been followed so far, who came "when he 
was called." 

'^ Well Mr. , how many slavers have 

you taken,*' laughingly asked the Commodore. 

" None, Sir, I am sorry to say," replied the 
other, "but there are seventeen lying at 
Whydah, besides others at Popoe, Badagry 
and Lagos." 

" Have you visited these places ?" 

" Yes, Sir, and some of the slavers were in 
a forward state, but none with either firewood, 
yams, farina, or stock on board, though their 
sails were bent." 

The Commodore then informed Mr. — — ,' 
that as senior lieutenant of the Tinette, he 
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might take his choice of the three tenders. 
The Black Joke, the commander said was in 
so bad a state^ that she would barely last six 
months^ and that if she was selected, he 
woidd not promise to give him another 
command^ unless either of the other officers 
resigned. The Rosamond was in good con- 
dition, and the other was the cutter which 
sailed with the frigate from England. Under 
this representation of the state of the t(jndcrH, 
he selected the Rosamond, and to her he wan 
forthwith appointed; supplies of every ne- 
cessary kind were sent on board, and in two 
mornings afterwards, as the day dawncid, tliat 
vessel was stealing out of the bay, before a 
light land breeze. 

The Rosamond was a fine schooner, and 
though not equal to the sailing of the Black 
Joke by the wind, was certainly her superior 
when going well "free." She had been 
captured but a short time before full of slaves, 
and was now ordered to cruise in the Bight 
of Benin, having changed her colours, with 
as much facility, as did the leading British 
statesmen of 1846, and for pretty much the 
same purpose, namely, to effect as far as 
might be, the ruin of her former associates ; 

VOL I. H 
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the only difiference was, that the Rosamond 
had been forced to abandon a disreputable 
course^ for one of an honourable nature, 
whereas the others, had in a low unmanly 
manner^ betrayed their friends from choice. 
Hardly had the Eosamond gained her 
cruising ground, than one evening at four 
o'clock, a schooner was seen coming towards 
her under all sail; she appeared to have 
sailed from Lagos, for which place the 
Rosamond was making; she came boldly on 
till within about four or five miles distance, 
when she seemed a little doubtful of the 
character of the Rosamond, and took in some 
sail. It was now after five, and there was 
barely another hour of daylight; to have 
chased her, would have been the sure way of 
losing her in the darkness of the night, for 
there was no moon. Accordingly the Rosa- 
mond was kept by the wind, with every thing 
set, and passed by the stranger, only apparently 
noticing her enough to show the colours, 
but instead of English, those of Spain were 
hoisted, without altering the course at all 
towards her. The stranger, a fine looking 
schooner, also hoisted the flag of Spain, set 
all her sail again, then both vessels hauled 



AND ISLANDS IN IT. 147 

down their flags^ and separated^ it seemed, to 
pursue their respective voyages. 

In this manner, the Eosamond stood on 
until it was so dark, that sight of the stranger 
had been quite lost, when her head was put 
the other way, and keeping all sail set, she 
bounded along to the southward, with a fine 
breeze; keeping close to the wind all night, 
it was hoped that at daylight in the morning, 
the stranger would again be seen, when there 
would be the whole day for the chase. The 
night was passed in an anxious lookout, but 
nothing of her was seen. A little before 
daylight, all the men were in their stations, 
every thing ready for making sail on any 
point, and the pivot gun cast loose in pre- 
paration for firing if necessary. 

The morning was dark and squally at first, 
but as the dawn gave way to full dayliglit, 
it became very fine and clear, with a fresh 
breeze, such as a sailor would choose for 
chasing, with a fine vessel under his feet, 
and another before him. " Sail ho ! '' was 
cried out by three or four voices at the same 
time, for the conunander gave eight dollars 
to the man who first saw a vessel that turned 
out to be a prize. 

H 3 
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"Sail ho! on the lee beam," was repeated, 
the glass soon detected their friend of the 
previous evening. The Rosamond edged away 
towards her, she was not more than seven 
miles distant, and jnst on the point of sailing 
most sidtable to the former. The stranger, 
for a time, endeavoured to get to windward, 
but finding that by persevering, she would 
close the Rosamond too much, she kept away, 
and setting squaresail, steering sails, and every 
thing she could spread besides, made a run 
for it. 

She sailed well, and in the time when the 
breeze moderated, held her own with the 
pursuing vessel, but always lost distance when 
it freshened up. In this manner the chase had 
now lasted six hours, and it was a question, 
whether the chase was within shot range or 
not ; onwards they went, the Rosamond now 
evidently gaining fast, which became more 
observable as the distance decreased; spars, 
casks, a boat, and other things looked upon 
as impeding the stranger's sailing, were 
passed by, having been thrown overboard. 

A shot was fired, it whistled over her 
mastheads, and fell beyond her; men were 
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seen wetting her sails^ and her anchors were 
cut away; again the breeze moderated^ and 
she gained a little on the Bosamond^ — the 
men were moved from place to place on the 
deck, to trim the yessel by their weight — 
the breeze freshened again; the Bosamond 
regained her place, and fired again, the shot 
cut away a steering sail boom, the topmost 
and lower steering sail on one side was ren- 
dered useless, she cut them overboard, and 
bringing the wind upon the other quarter, 
still held on her fiight, shot after shot was 
fired at the sails, for fear of killing the 
wretched slaves on deck, to no purpose; at 
last one was directed at the hull, which 
having grazed the tafirail, killed the man 
steering, and then she shortened sail, hauled 
down the ensign of Spain which she had 
hoisted when she was gaining ground, and 
at last hove to. 

This however she did in an unwilling and 
suspicious manner ; she only backed her fore 
topsail, keeping all her fore and aft sails set. 
This trick was a stale one, and the commander 
of the Bosamond was not to be taken in by 
it : the stranger without doubt, intended to 
make sail as soon as the former had detached 
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her boat to board her^ (she would run the 
risk of a shot or two^) but the Rosamond 
must have waited to pick up her boat^ and 
the slaver might then have given another 
troublesome chase, for now it was late in the 
afternoon. 

The Rosamond was therefore rim abreast 
of the stranger not more than fifty yards 
distant, and there hove to, but lowered no 
boat. 

"Lower your sails down instantly, and 
come on board," hailed the commander. 

**No intende Inglese," whined out the 
Spaniard. 

*' Is there any one on board who speaks his 
language," asked the commander ? A negative 
was the response. He then tried him in French, 
'^No intende Francese," again answered the 
Spaniard in a pitiable tone, shrugging up 
his shoulders, and holding out his hands 
before him, as if entreating compassionate 
patience. 

The commander had exhausted his languages, 
the evening was closing in, decision was impe- 
rative — the marines, six in number, remained 
drawn up. 

^'Marines — fire at bis jib halyard block — 
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and do 80 till the halyards are cut away/' 
crack went the muskets^ and in a short time 
down came the sail. 

*'Well done marines — ^now take the peak 
halyard block of his fore gaff for a target," 
said the commander : one discharge was fired — 
when the Spaniards lowered every thing down^ 
and hailed the Rosamond to say he would 
instantly come on boards in good English. 

**Very good — cease firing marines," — the 
boat of the stranger came on board with the 
captain and his papers ; he was complimented 
upon the facility with which he had acquired the 
English language, and upon examining the 
papers it was found, that she was a Spanish 
schooner, with upwards of three hundred 
slaves on board. 

The vessel was a beautiful model, and 
could have accommodated perhaps one third 
of the persons she had on board, with some 
remote proportion of comfort; the slaves 
themselves had during the chase been forced 
below, not a morsel of food, not a drop of 
water, had been given any of them since 
their last meal the night before, and now 
being liberated, they expressed by signs, the 
most painful want of both; of course it was 
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supplied as soon as yams^ &c.y could be dressed^ 
some biscuit and water being at once dis- 
tributed, but before this could be done, they 
endured much farther suffering; and upon 
searching the slave deck, three were found so 
nearly dead, having been literally jammed 
into a corner the farthest from the hatchway 
when forced below, that they soon after 
terminated their existence ; such are the deeds 
resulting from slavery, and from the admission 
of slave grown produce into Europe, rendered 
every day more common. 

The crew of the slaver were taken out, 
and the vessel despatched to Sierra Leone 
for adjudication, the Kosamond made for 
Lagos, and there put the Spaniards on board 
a slaver at anchor in the roads. 

Days and weeks passed away enlivened 
only by an occasional chase, but no more 
captures during the cruise, rewarded a vigilant 
lookout. It however sometimes happens that 
even the chase of an empty slaver, will afford 
amusement if not remuneration, and this 
occurred one evening when the Rosamond 
was running along the land in sight of Lagos ; 
a large brigantine was seen suddenly to get 
her anchor up, and under all sail stand off 
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the land; the Bosamond was instantly in 
chase^ but the evening was so far advanced 
as to leave it doubtful, whether the stranger 
could be kept sight of during the night; 
a shot was fired — it fell short, with the gun 
at its greatest elevation ; the twilight resolved 
itself into night shortly afterwards, and the 
chase could only be kept in sight by the 
help of the night glass — either the commander, 
or the senior mid on board, continued to 
watch her in this manner till two in the 
morning; some heavy rain then fell, and for 
a time she was hidden from their view: 
daylight was anxiously looked for, and when 
it came, a calm also came with it, but the 
chase was not more than four miles distant; 
the sweeps were instandy got to work, and 
the Rosamond rapidly approached her, in 
spite of every effort to escape, and about 
eight o'clock she was found to be within 
gunshot; when all her sails were lowered 
down, as an intimation of her submission. 

Her captain being ordered to come on 
board with his papers, the commander found 
he had only an empty slaver for all the trouble 
she had occasioned him. 

" So, Sir, you have no slaves on board ?" 

H 6 
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No, captain, none this time; they are all 
waiting for me in the barracoon," was the cool 
reply of the Spaniard, with a flippant manner 
and tone. 

**Then why have you given me so much 
trouble?" 

^*I wanted to try rate of sailing with the 
cruiser," answered the captain laughing. 

'* "Well you have gained that knowledge, and 
you will now pay the price of it,*' said the 
commander; and he immediately gave orders 
to the senior mid, to go on board the slaver 
with ten good hands, unbend his sails, unreave 
his running rigging, throw overboard his guns, 
and every other offensive weapon, and gun- 
powder — make his crew get the chain cables 
on deck, see that the inner end was secured, 
then let go both his bower anchors, and run the 
whole of the cables out to the clinch, the 
vessels being far beyond reach of the bottom 
of the sea. 

But little time was necessary to execute this 
order, the sails came down rapidly from the 
yards, which losing their braces were swinging 
about in a most independent manner ; presently 
the long pivot gun was launched overboard — 
one heavy splash was heard — and the Spanish 
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captain who was observing the proceedings 
simply exclaimed^ ^^mouiUey* as it sunk into 
the sea: the two anchors were let go^ and 
there being no bottom the cables ran out 
merrily to their ends. ^^ Here, sir,'* said the 
commander, beckofiing the captain to him, 
*^you see now the price of ascertaining 
that your vessel sails slower than does the 
cruiser; you will find your sails unbent- 
moving riggi:^ unrove, also two anchors 
down, — ^now go on board, and I think you 
will find your vessel safe enough for a day 
or two; when you are ready to make sail 
again, get your anchors up, and remember 
the price of running an unsuccessful race with 
one of the English cruisers.'* 

The captain of the slaver silently and sullenly 
went into his boat to go to his vessel; the 
Rosamond made sail &om him with a breeze 
which had sprung up, and no more was ever 
seen of that vessel, although it was known that 
she afterwards escaped with about four hundred 
slaves on board. The Eosamond was not for- 
tunate enough to meet with any more full 
slavers, and was now obHged to proceed to 
Fernando Fo for provisions, for under some 
incomprehensible wisdom it had been arranged 
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by that branch of the higher powers now just 
entering upon the control of the affairs of the 
royal navy, that the ships of the western 
African squadron should get their orders, 
wood, and water at the Portuguese dependency 
of Princes' Island, and their provisions, stores, 
&c., at the Spanish island of Fernando Po, — 
an island about 300® N. E. of Princes' to which 
place they had also sent a company of marines, 
and actually given an officer of that corps the 
title and authority of commandant of the settle- 
ment, hoisting the flag of England upon the 
territory of Spain without having made any 
enquiry whatever as to the propriety and 
principle involved in that act, — it was expedient 
and so it was done ; to Fernando Po therefore 
the Bosamond was steered, and anchored in 
perhaps one of the most beautiful coves in the 
world, and bearing the name of " Clarence." 

This cove is perfect in the form of a horse- 
shoe ; the ground giving it this shape is a high 
narrow neck of land, curved with exact regula- 
rity, the outer part and western side rising 
perpendicularly from the clear blue sea washing 
its base ; a little brushwood clings to the 
unevenness of the sides, and the different 
species of the interminable parasite of the 
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tropics climbs about^ or hangs in festoons from 
every resting place ; some small islands stretch 
off from the southern point of the horse-shoe, 
and adds to its beauty by their abrupt and 
rocky outline. On this neck of land there 
stood numerous wooden buildings, probably 
now in ruins, erected as residences, storehouses, 
barracks, &c., all well whitewashed, and looking 
more healthy than any thing else in the esta- 
blishment; a considerable space had been 
cleared away in the vicinity of these buildings, 
upon which about a thousand liberated Africans 
who were brought from Sierra Leone were 
located, apparently for the purpose of rendering 
their inaptitude as colonists more prominent 
than it could be made in the detached settle- 
ments of that colony. Beyond this was a j unglo 
of thick brush wood and rank grass, and farther 
on, a forest of timber unrivalled in its growth, 
extent, excellence of quality, and magnificent 
beauty : in these forests there could with case 
be obtained, as was said by the commodore, 
** a second British navy," only every one forgot 
that it belonged to Spain. From amidst this 
rich mass of verdure the Peak of Fernando I^o 
towers in its grandeur to the skies, rising with 
a gentle inclination at its base, and then sud- 
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denly and boldly elevating its summit, which is^ 
at a particular period of the year when the 
atmosphere is favourable^ often seen upwards 
of one hundred miles distant. 

To gain an easy admission to the settlement^ 
a road has been cut out of the western side of 
the cliff, which enables it to be ascended with 
little exertion, at the foot of which stood a 
horse, which the commandant had considerately 
sent down for the commander of the Rosamond 
to ride upon to the government house, which 
title dignified a building that would have made 
a tolerable good turnip shed upon an English 
taxm ; however one of a better appearance was 
in progress, and as the commandant was a man 
whose whole life had been passed in ships, 
batteries, and bivouacs, he was not very par- 
ticular about the roof which gave him shelter ; 
he had been often very severely wounded, and 
one shot had deprived him of an eye, lacerating 
also at the same time the muscles of his face in 
such a manner as to interfere very unpleasingly 
with the original shape of his mouth, and, as a 
consequence, with his voice also, independently 
of which, it was imagined by some, that the 
same shot while employed about the eye, took 
also some liberties with a temperament, which 
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originally was supposed to be hot as the sun 
under which it now laboured. 

The commandant was impressed with the 
conviction that all the elements of the purest 
health existed at Fernando Fo, one element 
being an ague, to enjoy the possession of which 
he esteemed a pecuHar privnege ; this was one 
of the innocent foibles supposed to owe its 
birth to the shot of which mention has been 
made. Before this officer the commander of 
the Bosamond now appeared; he was lying 
upon, rather than in his bed, a pair of old 
flannel trowsers seemed anxious to escape from 
his waist, the buttons having already deserted 
their duties, his linen above was beautifully 
white, against which the former article of dress 
stood in strong contrast ; on his head he wore a 
red night-cap, and a pair of slippers lay where 
they had fallen after having been detached in 
pursuit of a negro's head ; on a chair was a 
glazed cocked hat, in which was a staff officer's 
feather, coqueting with a red shell jacket, near 
these was a sword half out of the sheath, and 
on a table close by was a combination of drafts, 
powders, lemons, sugar, and barley water. 
" I am sorry, sir, to see you so unwell," said 
the commander ! 
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" Not a bit ill, never wish to be better, I 
have a beautiful ague, a beautiful fit, no one 
ever died with an ague," exclaimed the com- 
mandant, as he sat vigourously up in his bed, 
calling for his negro attendant, who after having 
been invoked under every imaginable detractive 
title, came sidling into the room, carefully 
arranging his position so that some one should 
be his covering man ; he seemed to know chess, 
and made the commander always cover the check 
he expected to receive from the commandant. 

After having been exposed to a tremendous 
discharge from an unrivalled vocabulary, by 
which it appeared that the negro changed his 
identity every half minute, lo say nothing of 
the varied parentage to which he was thereby 
invited to lay claim. The commandant having 
thrown the red night cap at the victim with 
a nervous effort, gave orders to prepare a 
dinner, and to perform about fifty other oflBces 
of a similarly important nature, to all of 
which, the negro gravely and individually 
responded, " mee sabbee," upon this assurance, 
the commandant fell back upon his pillow, in 
a fine paroxysm of a very "beautiful ague." 

When this island was decided upon as the 
depdt to which the squadron should resort 
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for supplies^ the British government thought 
proper to send out a company of marines to 
form the garrison. Poor feUows ! in less 
than a twelvemonth they were in their graves. 
— -European soldiers could not survive at 
Sierra Leone — how were they to contend with 
Fernando Po? ships of war often left the 
latter place *^to recruit the health of their 
men at the former!" — one company having 
entered their graves, another from this de- 
voted, and invaluable corps was sent out — 
true to their duties, they faced them, and as 
the sun sunk below the mountains, the solemn 
and heavy tread of the funeral procession, 
resounded as it left the barrack hospital, to 
add to the ghastly tenants of the burial 
ground, until there were none left to fill the 
yawning grave; for so certain was the daily 
death, that, for the especial accommodation of 
the marines, it is presumed, two graves were 
always opened in advance. This destruction 
of a second company, seemed to convince even 
those who were silly enough to send them, 
of the iniquity of the measure, and no more 
were sent. 

The "beautiful ague" fit lasted a long 
time, and after having taken a solitary dinner. 
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the commander of the Eosamond strolled 
round the settlement^ with some of the native 
employes under the goyernment; for those 
who were not natives, were more or less 
suffering under the infliction of ^^ beautiful 
agues/' or some other gentle variety of 
African physical mercies. 

A large space had been cleared away which 
was intended for a garden, both to supply 
the table of the officers, and also to be the 
deposit of my botaiucal raxity, that might 
be found upon the island; but the marines 
who had been the gardeners were dead, and 
the care of the garden being given over to 
liberated Africans, it soon fell into a mere 
luxuriant waste. In the same manner, some 
acres had been formed into a parade ground, 
but the army had also died, and a militia of the 
same Africans having been enrolled, the parade 
ground became a scene of very ludicrous 
exhibitions, courteously enough called, ^^ mili- 
tary evolutions." 

A row of negro cottages ranged along one 
side of this open space, and beyond it formed 
a wide and long street; here the extent of 
African industry was definable; the hut or 
cottage was, in some instances, neat and clean. 
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a small garden^ or *^ farm" as they called the 
piece of ground attached to the hut, was cul- 
tivated and supplied the family with vegetables, 
chiefly the yam, the ocra however always being 
one of the vegetables highly prized, from its 
supposed nutritive and purifying qualities; it 
grows something like the scarlet-runner, the 
seeds inside the pods are full of a glutinous 
substance, and is much used for soups, or con- 
valescent broth, when meat cannot be safely 
given ; it may be easUy imagined that the ocra 
was in large demand at such a place as Fernando 
Po, as a restorative after illness, if however 
having taken the fever, it was asked for, for few 
ever reached the convalescent stage. Those 
whose cottages bordered more upon the 
^*bush," had their farms amongst the palm 
trees, which grew in Fernando Po with a 
most surprising beauty, and, although it has 
been mentioned before, it is impossible to 
avoid again noticing the delight which is felt 
by entering one of these palm groves, the 
trees of which almost interlace with each 
other, the long curved leaves rising and 
drooping from their centres, and forming a 
succession of the most impervious canopies, 
as a defence against the torrid rays of the 
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sun, the bodies of these trees, seeming to be 
the supporting pillars of the whole. Talk not 
of the secluded groves, and walks of England, 
or elsewhere, they shrink into insignificance, 
in whatever manner either their loveliness 
or appliances may be regarded. The hermit,^ 
the painter, the lover, will betray their 
partiality for the palm forest, abstractedly as 
a retirement, a subject, or as a refuge from 
the eye of wrinkled envy. The lover alone 
perhaps, has a right to ask, have you in 
these lonely retreats, the soul and purity of 
English chastity and beauty? have you its 
matchless form, its soft and glistening eye, 
gazing on your own with confidence and love, 
until every baser thought has withered be- 
neath its spotless, innocent lustre ? if not, 
revel as you please upon the natural enchant- 
ments of the scene, but dash it from the 
catalogue of the lover's haunts. 

The soil of Fernando Po is inconceivably 
fertile, a fine rich red loam, which although 
it is easily worked never becomes so hard 
and dry as to cause the plant to suffer; this, 
no doubt, arises in a great measure from the 
cleared spaces being surrounded by the 
massive forest trees, which cover all the other 
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parts of the island; sawpits have been sunk 
in different parts of it, and to tliis depth the 
soil has been found the same as above in every 
respect. 

The native of Fernando Po is apparently 
a species separate *fi:om the African race, both 
in physical contour, habits of life, and personal 
customs; like all Africans he is uncovered, 
wearing only a small tuft of long grass, and 
upon his head a nearly flat straw hat, through 
which and into his matted and woolly hair a 
skewer is thrust, to keep it from being dis- 
placed ; they are a muscular race but heavily 
made, and move with a peculiarly awkward 
gait, the lower limbs from the knees upwards 
being constantly in contact. The hair is drawn 
out and platted, then smeared over with red 
clay, and each plait hanging down the head has 
much the appearance of a thrum mop : the face 
and body is also smeared over with this clay. 
The countenance is of a more intellectual 
character than this part of the coast generally 
presents, and they are a tractable, goodnatured 
people. 

They live in small huts and form villages, 
cultivating the yam admirably well; the yam 
field is by them managed not unlike that of the 
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hop in England ; the ground is kept perfectly 
clean from weeds, and every vine is trained to 
a long pole, round which it twines. The yams 
of Fernando Po are extremely superior, dry, 
and flowery, some have been seen weighing fifty 
four pounds ; beyond this cultivation they are 
not industrious, although some few were in- 
duced to bring in a little palm oil and barter it 
for gunpowder, &c. 

The women are the drudges of the men, the 
former carrying heavy burdens of yams, or 
palm oil in baskets, or clay jars, (which are 
made and baked hard by being surrounded by 
heated stones) on their heads, while the men 
walk by their sides, or in front, each carrying 
a wooden lance, barbed or jagged at the point, 
and much resembling the assaguay of the Cape 
Kaffir; the neck, arms, and legs, are surrounded 
by the vertebrae of snakes, strung together, 
the jaw bones of the monkey being attached 
to the strings on the neck. The hat is orna- 
mented with feathers, and in a band round the 
left arm, a knife is carried. 

The laws against the infidelity of the women 
are very severe, and never commuted, or un- 
avenged, when complaint is followed by con- 
viction; for the first ofifence the left hand is 
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cut off; for a second the right ; death attends a 
third : in the two first cases the hands were cut 
off with an axe made of stone^ before the 
arrival of the settlers provided them with those 
made of iron^ and the wound was cauterized. 
Morality appeared at a discount, if a correct 
opinion could be formed by the number of 
mutilated women, few however having lost 
both hands; it must nevertheless be remem- 
bered that the women would be useless, as 
labouxers, without any hands, a consideration 
which probably caused occasionally a misprision 
of infidelity, and left many hands where nature 
had placed them. 

Shortly after this time a company formed in 
England, were employing about three hundred 
Kroomen on Fernando Po, for the purpose of 
cutting the timber, and bringing it home ; it 
was cheaper to transport these men nearly two 
thousand miles to perform this work, than it 
was to employ the liberated Africans residing 
on the spot; these last had learned to read, 
and all it taught them was to set an untrue 
value upon themselves; so far from working 
if they could avoid it, they actually hired the 
Kroomen to work their *^ farms" for them, 
engaging to pay each man two dollars a ^ 
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an engagement these instructed Africans never 
fulfilled. The timber has already been repre- 
sented as wonderfully fine^ it is no unusual 
occurrence to meet with trees perfectly straight, 
with a diameter of five feet for sixty feet in 
length; not a branch or shoot appearing lower 
than that height; the wood itself is teak, 
extremely close grained and heavy, which 
rendered it a work of immense labour to cut, 
saw in lengths, then convey it to the beach to 
be shipped, the last operation was performed 
by the application of the English timber 
carriage; it was a noble sight to witness the 
untiring exertions of the Kroomen, perhaps two 
hundred of them dragging the huge body over 
a road rudely cut from the forest, and adapted 
as best it might be, to the difierent inclinations 
of the ground over which it had to pass ; all 
obstacles however the Kroomen overcame, and 
many a ship was loaded with this timber,^ 
which but for them, would now have been 
growing in its native grandeur. 

The method of cutting these enormous trees 
is in itself extremely curious, and requires 
much dexterity to accomplish it without loss of 
life, or some hideous injury attending the 
workman ; the most skilful are the Congo men. 
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an extremely diminutve race, — at least those at 
Fernando Po were so ; they are provided with 
a small sharp axe^ not more than four inches 
long, and at the edge about two inches wide, 
this is fitted to a light wooden handle, and 
the Congo man ascends the body of the tree 
with the agility of a monkey, till he has got 
about six or eight feet off the ground, he then 
fastens loosely round the trunk, part of the stem 
of a tough parasite plant, — having knotted it, 
he places himself inside it, and it then forms a 
band for the support of his back, while his feet 
pressing against the tree tightens the band and 
prevents it from slipping down : to a tree of a 
large size four men would be appropriated, and 
with their small axes they now begin cutting 
away in four opposite parts of the tree. The 
rapidity with which they complete the work is 
perfectly astonishing, though from the appa- 
rently weak blow they strike each time, they 
attained amongst the English the title of 
'^woodpeckers;" after a time the Congo man 
narrowly observes the body of the tree as it 
either is affected by the wind, or by the weight 
of its own branches, still he works on, and with 
unwearied energy ; at length the body begins 
to decline on one side — the Congo man sus- 

VOL. I. I 
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pends his stroke^ and as the massive trunk is 
fallings he adroidj slips from ^within the bond, 
and sliding down the stump, lands himself 
safely, and the tree falls at the same time with 
a terrific crash, which resounds for miles 
through the forest, and is echoed from hill tohill 
till it is lost in the distance, — jet, all this work 
was going on with scarcely a liberated African 
participating in it. 

Having wandered, round the settlement, 
the commander of the Eosamond was r^uming 
to the residence of the commandant, when 
a long procession was seen approaching; he 
stood from curiosity at first, to see it pass, 
and then was rivetted to the spot by deeper 
feelings : a coffin was in the advance, it was 
newly made, and there had been no time to 
give it a mourning colour ; six marines bore it, 
and on its lid were strewed flowers of various 
kiuds ; an unusual iiiyterest seemed to pervade 
the procession, and every marine well enough 
to attend had turned out for the purpose of 
shewing how truly they sympathized with the 
afflicted and stricken mourner; immediately 
behind the coffin a fine figure of a main walked, 
between two others who seemed to support 
him ; he was dressed in the uniform of a 
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sergeant of marines — ^his eyes were fixed in- 
tensely upon the coffin^ tears incessantly gushed 
from them— habitually his feet moved in unison 
with those of his supporting friends, but he was 
unconscious of all but his bereavement — as the 
grave was neared his agony of mind became 
more prominent — every muscle of his &ce 
trembled, and his gaze was more fixed, and 
straining forwards as it seemed towards the cold 
bed where soon the coffin would be laid : the 
procession stopped, the solemn funeral service 
was read by an officer, and the coffin was 
lowered to the grave — a hollow sound vibrated 
on every ear as the ^^ earth was thrown to 
earth" at this instant the sergeant raised his 
right hand, passed it over his forehead with a 
rapid motion, faltered, and fell to the ground ; 
he was lifbed up and conveyed to the barracks, 
where he was restored to a full sense of his 
sorrows, the tears flowed without intermission^ 
and he spoke not a word as he laid upon his 
bed. In this manner he passed the wretched 
night, regardless of every thing that was said — 
still and stlent as those whom he had followed 
to the grare. 

This scene gave aa additional ^oom to the 
time, and each soon sought his own retirement. 

i3 
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The morning rose, brilliant and enjoyable as 
sun, firesbness, and tranquillity could make it ; 
the commander was sitting at breakfast on 
board his vessel, when a note was delivered to 
him, saying amongst other things ^'sergeant 

is taken from us, — but death was too 

common in Fernando Po to create, even in this 
case, a sensation. He died from no visible 
cause but grief, and the grave in which he had 
but a few hours before laid his wife and only 
child was now re-opened to unite them all again, 
and in the evening the repetition of the funeral 
procession took place. 

The frequent recurrence of these scenes soon 
thinned the numbers of the second company of 
marines, as it already destroyed the first, and 
the eyes of the authorities at home were at 
length opened, by so many having been closed 
for ever at Fernando Po ; the result of which 
was, that the establishment, so far as the 
government had been connected with it, was 
broken up, — the " West African company " 
still continuing for a time longer to prosecute 
their pursuits with reference to timber, but 
circumstances of some kind, chiefly in relation 
to the climate, soon after forced that body 
to abandon its operations. 
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Why an island so beautiful^ so extensive, 
and so capable of yielding immense produc- 
tions should have been placed in a climate 
where no one can go with safety to admire or 
cidtiyate it, is rather a natural question; as 
for the strange race which are the aboriginal 
inhabitants, their use of the fertile lands given 
to them, amounts to nothing more than the 
supply of subsistence necessary for self-preser- 
vation, till the British government thought 
proper to try tiie strength of the constitutions 
of the royal marine corps upon the island; 
while these constitutions resisted tiie climate, 
and the cruisers resorted there for supplies, a 
little impulse was given to yam growing, and 
the "West African Company" also induced 
the manufacture of palm oil to a limited extent ; 
both however would have been probably much • 
enlarged but for the hostile nature of the 
climate to the European constitution, and the 
native may now be said to be again left to 
the full enjoyment of a territory, surpassing 
in its capabilities, perhaps, any of the West 
Indian Islands, or other tropical possessions 
of England, all of which however under the 
legislation of a "free trade ministry," will 
fioon be as Fernando Po now is, — for the 



374 THE CKTIISING GROUND 

apeacatixm of that sjnstem is^ to British colonies 
tmd industiy^ just irhat die African climate is 
to British conistitatioiis. 

A iVench corvette^ the Bayonaiee^ cam« 
into dlarenoe core i^hile ihe Bosamond was 
iyiag there^ with hssx captain and officers 
those of the EngHish vessel soon fraternized ; 
an event connected with tlie name and career 
of the original " Bayonaise." after which vessd 
tins con^ was xLed, x^nders her axriyal 
'worthy of notice^ as does ako another oecur- 
sence^ though of a very >different description. 

13iis vessel was named 1h.e '^Bayonaise," 
which, although :not the identii^ Bayonaise 
that Bucessfrdly executed one of the most 
spirbed enterprises ever directed against a 
British fiigate by aay enemy, was named after 
herein order to conamemoratejan act of gallantry 
joever surpassed in the annals of either our 
tjwn, or .<rf the iiendi naval history. 

The celebrated Bayonaise was lying in a 
jFTeoQch harbour, when the English frigate 
'^Ambuscade*' appi^oed in the offing; although 
die i&tmiiv UMMiml^ but eighteen guns, neither 
her officers xior ^crew were to be intimidated 
by tJxe £aict of iixe Ambuscade mounting 
thirty twQi with at the same time a great 
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numerical superiority of men on board; 
preparations Trere .iccordingly made by the 
Bayonaise to sail out, and oppose herself to 
an adversary to whose strength, she was 
unequally matched. She proceeded to sea 
in broad dayhght, fuU in sight of the 
Abuscade, and soon the rival flags were in 
confident defiance floating from the mastheads 
of either vessel — the Ambuscade feeling 
secure under that of England — the Bayonaise 
calm and intrepid under the tricolour of 
France — the fire from the broadside of the 
Ambuscade was opened, to which the Bayonaise 
replied only with her foremost gnns, as by 
slightly inclining the head of the ship from 
side to side, one or two could be brought to 
bear; otherwise she held on her unwavering 
course, regardless of the heavy fire she had 
now entered — round, grape, and musketry, 
all showering upon her devoted decks — as if 
bent only upon one object, and placing her 
success alone Dpon one great and courageous 
effort. 

Although Bostaining toss, on ibe f 
when close to the British fiigst^4 
aise suddenly altered i 
ber whole I 
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threw the crew upon the decks of the 
Ambuscade, where the contest was for a 
short time carried on with great fury, but 
terminated in favour of the boarders ; whose 
resolute gallantry, and professional skiU, was 
rewarded by seeing the flag of France floating 
victoriously over that of England, and them- 
selves masters of a British frigate, twice their 
own amount of force, the whole having 
resulted from a premeditated, well arranged, 
and intrepidly executed attack. 

The event more directly connected with 
the arrival of this corvette, was of a very 
different description. The commanders and 
some officers of both the cruisers, had been 
dining with the commandant on shore, and 
about ten o'clock were walking down to 
their respective boats : the commander of the 
Kosamond, had ordered his to come on shore 
at a part of the beach separated from the 
french boat by a wharf, and some little 
distance of beach besides ; under the feeling, 
that although he "fraternized," well enough 
with the captain of the Bayonaise, yet, 
possibly, the same feeling might not be carried 
out between the boats' crews. Having arrived 
at the part of the road which commenced 
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the descent to the landing place^ on a sudden 
a tremendous uproar was heard upon the 
beach, near the boat of the french captain; 
screams, oaths, blows, and splashing in the 
water, round this spot, rose in the stillness of 
the night, with a most suspicious effect : 
figures dressed in the white frock of the 
English navy, or au naturel in black, were 
dimly seen rushing along the beach to join 
the combatants, if such they were, apparently 
with the most impartial desire to inflict their 
blows on either, or both contending parties, 
and the moon kindly emerging from behind 
a cloud, gave no bad view of the violence 
and confusion which reigned there. 

For a minute the progress of the party 
was arrested by the scene; the French 
officers spoke hurriedly together, the com- 
mander and the french captain were a little 
in advance, one of the former came up, as 
if waiting for, and expecting an order, when 
the commander taking him by the arm, 
observed, " It is only probably an amateur repre- 
sentation of the Bayonaise and Ambuscade, 
come on with me and stop the performance. " 

This seemed to please all parties, and 
down the steep side of the precipitous hill 

I 5 
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tbey both slid^ jumped^ ajud' rolled^ for they 
would not take the longer rout of the road^ 
tM at length they gained the place of strife. 
The captain of die Bayonaise was a stoij^t 
figure, and not formed for feats of agility, 
therefore he contented himself by observing, 
afi he saw his own officer, and the English 
commander, flying from one projecting point 
to another, in their descent, ^' that is no 
work for me," and calmly pursued his way 
along the road, accompanied by the remainder 
of his officers. 

" What the devil is doing here ?" asked 
ibe English officer, of the coxwain of his 
boat, whom he happened at the first to 
meet with — the French officer marching into 
the meleiy to separate, as he thought, the 
contending crews. 

"A terrible business, Mr.——," replied 
the coxwain, '^the poor man's dead by this 
time. Sir." 

** Who is dead ?" eagerly demanded the 
commander. 

" 'Tis one of the Frenchmen, Sir, he's 
lying there," answered the man, pointing to 
a group standing together, amongst which, 
was the French officer with whom the com- 
mander had descended the steep. 
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'*How has all this happened?" angrily 
asked the latter^ ''I ordered you to stay in 
your boat — I knew you would be fighting 
if you got together — by jove, I'll flog you 
into obedience^ if nothing else will make 
you respect an order." 

^'Beg pardon Mr.—, but I and the 
boat's crew only came to help, when we heard 
such terrible screams — there's been no fighting 
amongst us, Sir, 'twas a shark as killed the 
man, Mr. ;" explained the coxwain. 

This pacified the commander, and he then 
heard the story, which was frightful enough — 
the French boat was lying with her stem on 
the beach, but her stern was in about three 
feet of water, so suddenly the shore descends ; 
the fineness of the night had tempted one of 
her crew to bathe, but no sooner had he 
thrown himself into the sea firom the stem of 
the boat, than a shark seized him, and 
literally tore his entrails from within him; 
this caused the dreadful screams, and other 
noises, which had attracted the notice of the 
officers; the poor creature was now lying on 
the boat's sail which had been spread on the 
sand, mangled in the most terrific manner, his 
eyes fixed and glazed, and his flesh quivering 
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in the last agonies of this dreadful death ; soon 
not a sign of life remained, and the torn corpse 
was conveyed on board the Bayonaise, the 
French captain taking a passage to his ship in 
the Rosamond's boat, where after having left 
him, the Rosamond got under way, and was 
soon stealing out of Clarence cove, before a 
light breeze off the land, to resume his station 
in the Bight of Benin. 

On her way up the Rosamond made a small 
capture near St. Thomas's, a large island about 
one hundred and fifty miles south west of 
Princes' island, indeed it is remarkable that 
the four islands, Fernando Po, Princes', St. 
Thomas', and Anno-Bono, all lie nearly in a 
south west bearing of each other, and maintain 
the same direction with the Cameroon moun- 
tains on the continent, which axe even higher 
than the peak of Fernando Po ; it would appear 
that they formed part of the same range, but 
have been separated by some convulsion, and 
thus become the islands which are mentioned. 
To the island of St. Thomas, the Rosamond 
was therefore steered, in order to land the 
few prisoners which were taken out of the 
prize • 



AND ISLANDS IN IT. 181 

St. Thomas' is also a part of the territory 
of Portugal, and a person performs there in 
the character of a governor, with which he is in- 
vested by the Portuguese government ; it woxdd 
be absurd to say that he executes any of the 
duties of the governor ; he is in point of 
fact a trader in coffee, and any thing that 
may come to hand, doing as often as he con- 
veniently can, a little in the slave line of 
business. It was night when the Rosamond 
anchored, but the next morning the com- 
mander had arranged to wait upon the 
"Illustrious senhor" the governor. 

The town composed of flat roofed stone 
houses white-washed, is rather prettily situated 
in the recess of a sandy bay, from which 
extends out to some distance a long spit of 
land, at the extremity of which stands a square 
fort, the walls of which seemed tottering under 
the weight of haK a dozen guns, of rather 
heavy calibre, from which however there is not 
the most distant offence to be apprehended ; 
probably they could not be fired without 
injury to those who were bold enough to 
undertake such a sevrice. A wharf suffering 
under Portuguese care, stretches its long 
decrepid length into the sea some distance^ 
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and a£brds a tolerably conyenient landing 
place to any man of moderate dimensions and 
weight, but for nothing beyond, and it was 
here, that the commander of the Rosamond 
now met a veteran Scotchman, who was owner 
of a merchant ship, and had secured the good 
offices of the governor by marrying, after some 
fwshion, one of his daughters ; he was a fine old 
figure of a highlander, had been captain of a 
ftlaver in times when vessels sailed legally firom 
England, in prosecution of the negro trade ; 
and when that was abolished, he transferred his 
dealings to palm oil, from the river Bonny, and 
coffee from Princes' and St. Thomas's Islands, 
doing also a stroke of business in the matrimo- 
nial line at the latter place. 

This old sailor conducted the commander to 
the house he occupied, which although of rather 
an imposing exterior, could not boast of any- 
thing ^rriponding to it within; bare white- 
washed walls were relieved with a few gaudily 
coloured representations of those scriptural 
subjects, most generaUy chqsen for illustration 
by the romanist, and had long ceased to offend 
any of the puritanism which old Balleamey, for 
that was his name, might once have entertained; 
he liKiidi^ been a long time a resident here. 
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occasionally rmming over to the Bonny to look 
after his vessel trading there^ and in the con- 
nections of Afiica religioas observances as well 
as even holy prejudices most rapidly fade away, 
a fiEU^ that tends more than any thing else on 
earth, to show the necessity of the sabbath, and 
that of the presence of ministers of religion ; 
witboat the latter in these climes, the former is 
scarcely looked npon but as a day lost to 
tcading pursuits, unless indeed it is not appro- 
priated to the less visible practices of such 
occupation ; this must be understood as apply- 
ing to the habits of civil life in these parts of 
Africa, for it unquestionably does not obtain 
in practice on board Her Majesty's ships 
employed on that station. 

A S0&, the cane-work seat of which wa^ 
much broken, and a few equally unostentatious 
chairs, with a table made of the country wood, 
formed the furniture of the room into which 
BaUeamey led the commander^ and there intro- 
duced his lady, the daughter of the *' illustrious 
Senhor" the governor. 

Judging from her appearance, she was, 
perhaps twenty-five years of age, which gave 
her husband the advantage of about forty years' 
experience of the world more than she could 
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boast j it did not appear that he had been 
attracted by her beauty, rather an absence of 
which was observeable, and her complexion 
bespoke an indigenous descent on one side, 
which evidence was also sustained by the irrefu- 
table testimony of her crisp woolly locks ; these 
though elongated by every possible appliance 
of art, yet modestly shrunk back upon the 
removal of these auxiliaries. Like Madame 
Ferreira, she disdained corporeal support to 
any portion of her person, and seemed to rank 
clothing as an encumbrance rather than as an 
ornament; however, she was a kind-hearted 
person, and probably made a very good tropical 
wife to the old captain. 

It had been notified to his Excellency, that 
the English officer proposed to himself the 
honor of paying his respects at the govern- 
ment house, an intimation which, trifling as 
was the event, created some little embarrass- 
ment in that quarter, for, in point of fact, such 
a ceremony was not much expected, and still 
less required from an English naval officer ; and 
therefore it was that the interview was delayed 
for three hours. 

A little before the appointed time, three 
soldiers, or rather negroes, dressed in soldiers' 
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apparelj inarched up to the government house ; 
they carried neither musket nor bayonet, nor 
other weapon; otherwise they looked the 
soldier with tolerable accuracy for Portuguese ; 
dressed as they were in blue military cut coats, 
faced and cuflfed with red, white trowsers, 
cross-belts, and shako ; — shoes were deemed an 
impediment, but why they had not muskets in 
their hands was a mystery to be solved. A 
young muUatto, habited in a military frock, and 
sword, came and whispered something to Bal- 
learney, which having done, he made a hasty 
retreat to the government house. The com- 
mander was now informed that the governor 
would be happy to receive him, and accom- 
panied by Balleamey, he very shortly after- 
wards arrived at the government house, near 
which was the same officer who has just been 
mentioned ; he spoke in a hurried tone to Bal- 
leamey, who, in good English, began to launch 
anathemas at some person or persons, as un- 
known, as unseen ; and we all stopped in the 
middle of the sandy street to await some 
neglected part of the programme; this soon 
explained itself, — a negro passing by us loaded 
with three muuskets, from Balleamey's store, 
newly freshened up, and manifestly had never 
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before seen military, or any other service ; the 
mullatk) officer gave the bearer of these a kick, 
selecting a region for its appHcation where 
least injury could be inflicted, Balleamey con- 
tributing at the same time some Portuguese 
con^plimentary epithets, which united had the 
effect of eliciting a trot from the object of 
these attentions for a few yards, however we 
all arrived pretty much at the same time at 
the goverment house, where the three soldiers 
forming the guard were just arming themselves 
each with one of the muskets ; what to do with 
the weapon was quite unknown to them ; «o, 
conceiving it was for a purpose of resistance, 
and the commander being the only unknown 
object in view, the bayonets were all pointed at 
him, each soldier chattering, and assuming as 
warlike an aspect as was compatable with the 
negro features ; this enraged the mullatto aid- 
de-camp, who immediately delivered a heavy 
discharge of blows firom his cane, and then 
seizing the muskets in succession, angrily 
placed them in the ^^ present," and taking each 
soldier by the throat, harshly pushed them 
back against the wall, where he left them pre- 
senting arms; the commander then advanced, 
and lifting his cap in acknowledgment of the 
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salute^ passed by with as much solemnity as 
the case would permit. 

Crossing an entrance^ which courteously 
must be designated a hall^ though without 
any of the characteristics of such a place, 
he was ushered into another apartment, where 
in a comer, sat the representative of Portugal, 
surrounded not with the regalia of monarchy, 
but with that of commerce ; on his right hand 
was a pile of bags of coffee, and on his left 
bales, containing merchandize of some descrip- 
tion or other, suitable for the trade carried on 
with ihe different chie& or dealers on the 
continent : a Portuguese flag was spread cer- 
tainly over the co&e bags, though by this act 
the most respectable part of the display was 
in some degree concealed. His excellency, 
himself, was a very diminutive man, lank and 
pale ; his worn countenance, attached to rather 
a large head, gave a general expression of 
thought and disappointment, the latter feeling 
being also somewhat forcibly denoted in the 
state and material of his apparel, which seemed 
to have been for some period expecting a 
retirement from service : the staff consisted of 
the mulatto officer already mentioned.. 

The interview being merely one of ceremony 
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was but of short duration ; a few complimen- 
tary things were said of the appearance of 
the island in general^ and the governor tendered 
all manner of support and assistance in the 
avocation of a cruiser against the slave trade ; 
these civil speeches having been made^ the 
commander would not longer occupy the time 
of his excellency, but rose and backed out of 
the presence. From the room the unhappy 
guard were seen standing all the time pre- 
senting arms to the empty air, in which position 
they were when the party passed by them 
on going out, and when he saw them last, on 
turning a comer of the street, they still retained 
that respectful attitude, — how long they re- 
mained so afterwards has not transpired. 

In the cool of the evening Balleamey and 
the commander, after strolling through the 
sandy streets, walked into the country a short 
distance, which like the other two islands is 
a mass of luxuriant verdure, interspersed with 
ill kept plantations of the coffee tree ; this tree 
was then in fuU blossom, and the white petals 
of the flowers beautifully relieved the dark 
green foliage amongst which they were thickly 
strewed ; it is not unlike the orange blossom in 
appearance, but quite unequal to it in fragrance. 
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There is still a considerable quantity of cotEee 
exported frtna St. Thomas, and a great deal 
of it is sold in the following manner, — ^by 
taking adTantage of the copper coirency of 
theiskmd. 

This copper coin is worth in sterling Talue 
something less than a penny, ten of these coins 
represent a dollar, and when the Rosamond 
was at St. Thomas' an American yessel came in 
haying a large quantity on board, all of which 
had been very obligingly made in New York ; 
the captain with these was purchasing coffee of 
the governor himself, who perfectly well knew 
the history of the coin on board the American 
vessel, but it was some time before this high 
authority and the captain could agree as to the 
number of the coins to be given for a pound of 
coffee. 

In the time of the celebrated Portuguese 
minister, the Marquis de Fombal, this island 
supplied Portugal with her sugar ; no less than 
forty ships then annually left Lisbon, or other 
ports of that country to bring it home, and 
consequently a fine carrying trade was engaged, 
and a large amount of manufactures consumed 
through the instrumentality of this colony. At 
this day the ruins of very many sugar manufac- 
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tones are to be seen there, and the whole of the 
lower and leyel portion of the island, presents 
a comparatively young growth of forest tree, 
sugar cultiyation haying at one time occupied 
that ground; in the course of time the 
Brazils came into notice, and it was soon found 
that sugar could be cultivated in that country, 
and climate, under far more advantageous 
circumstance than it could at the unhealthy 
island of St. Thomas'; the capital was therefore 
transferred rapidly from one to the other, and a 
very littje time elapsed before St. Thomas' 
island became a luxuriant desert; the entire 
trade having being carried away to the 
Brazils, nor has the independance of that 
territory, in the least degree, induced a resto- 
i^ation of the sugar cultivation in the island. 
Portugal thus ruined her colonies first, then 
the new bom territory revolted, and Portugal 
lost that also. A lesson for England. 

The Brazils infiicted a ruin upon St. Thomas' 
by a natural consequence, but it will inflict 
another upon the British West Indies by an 
artificial and most unnatural legislation, on the 
part of the British government and its adhe- 
rents in 1846 ; when that government proved 
all its vaunted compassion and sjrmpathy for 
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the condition of the negro of Africa^ to be gross 
hypocrisy — all its profession of christian prin- 
ciples on that question to bo an open mockery—- 
and all its promises to the British sugar 
planters, to be a valueless tissue of high 
sounding deception. 

Upon this island there is a most beautifully 
marked spider which uniformly weaves its web 
between two shrubs ; the lines which suspend 
it are tightly stretched in eight different and 
opposite directions, the centre forms a succession 
of circles gradually decreasing from a diameter 
varying from twelve to eighteen inches, to 
nothing, in the centre; Unes are then run 
across these circles, fastened to each, and 
secured to the outside one, the spaces between 
being so minute that the smallest fly almost 
is arrested in its flight if it attempta to pass 
through. The workmanship, if it may be so 
styled, is most methodical and exquisite; the 
threads are extremely strong, and seldom 
injured by the winds, which often blow with 
considerable violence at St. Thomas* during 
certain seasons. The insect which constructs 
this web, is in colour black and yellow, the 
latter forming rings round the body, which is 
generally in a full grown spider about the 
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size of an English half-penny, and nearly as 
round; the colours are extremely vivid, but 
they fade soon after death. 

The Rosamond was now once more under 
way, and hardly was she clear of the anchorage, 
before two vessels were seen from the masthead; 
the " hands make sail " rang through the vessel, 
and she flew through the water under the 
pressure of a cloud of canvass. The strange 
vessels were rapidly neared, and were discovered 
to be brigs, but what they were doing no one 
could decide ; their sails were hanging about, 
and the ships apparently were under no manage- 
ment; the conclusion on board the Rosamond 
was that one was a pirate plundering the other, 
and being fully engaged in that amiable pursuit, 
neglected every thing else ; on coming closer 
however, they were made out to be merchant 
brigs, but having no colours flying, their 
country was unknown, nor could they be 
induced to show any flag, or pay any attention 
to the guns fired by the Rosamond, when she 
hoisted her own flag. 

The Rosamond ran between them and 
hove to. A boat was sent with an officer 
to examine them, for not a syllable could 
be extracted in reply to the hailing from 
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the Rosamond^ nor could any living being 
be seen. When the officer returned, he re- 
ported that both the captains were on board 
one of the vessels; that every person in 
each vessel was quite drunk, but that 
having found the keys of the captain's 
writing desk, he had opened it, put the 
letters from the Fairy in, to be taken to 
England; to which part of the world, the 
papers found in the desk, informed the 
officer the brig was going. Such are the 
circumstances under which these vessels were 
at sea, and these are the men, to whom 
sometimes they are, with a valuable cargo 
of palm oil on board, necessarily entrusted, 
for it often happens that this climate has 
left no choice of a captain, and with such 
to navigate and manage merchant ships, it 
is not very surprising that all manner of 
delays and dreadful wrecks are encountered. 
Having done all that was necessary for the 
immediate purposes of the Rosamond, she 
made sail, and when the brigs were last 
seen, no change had taken place in their 
conduct. 

Such are the three islands in the cruising 
ground in the ** Bights," as the large in- 

VOL. I. K 



194 THE CRUISING GROUND &C. 

dentations in the coast of western Africa 
about Benin^ and Biafra are called. Two of 
them under the Portuguese flag^ are nominally 
governed by an officer appointed by the 
sovereign of that country. The other is 
subject to the native, more than to any 
other power, although Spain claims the right 
of sovereignty there. The two first are 
valuable auxiliaries to those interested in th^ 
carrying on the slave trade, the fittings of 
a slaver never being recognized on board 
those vessels, when in the anchorages of 
either Princes', or St. Thomas', Islands. 
At Fernando Po, there is neither Spanish 
nor Portuguese governor, nor merchant of 
either country; consequently it may be said, 
there is no slave-dealing known, or counte- 
nanced in that island. It is impossible to 
see these islands, without asking, why were 
such fertile spots placed in a climate where 
those alone can live, who will not take 
the trouble to cultivate them? but this is 
a mystery into which it would be in vain 
to enquire, and to arraign which would be 
impious. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

HEAR OF SLAVERS. — REGULO AND RAPIDO. — 
PROCEED TO THE BONNY. — FEVER ON BOARD. — 
BLACK JOKE TENDER. — ANECDOTE OF HER 
COMMANDER. — ANCHOR OFF THE SHOALS. — 
SLAVERS IN SIGHT. — THE CHASE. — RETREAT 
UP THE BONNY. — CLOSELY FOLLOWED.— IRELAND 
SLAVES. — OTHERS THROWN OVERBOARD.— BOTH 
SURRENDER.— -NAVAL OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE 
F6R ENftMY's COWARDICE. — CHASES OF " F6RTU- 
NA," AND "ATREVIDE* — TORNADO. — LATTER 
CAPTURED. — KROOMBN. — CHARACTERS, AND 
HABITS. — ANECDOTES OF THEM. 

The Rosamond was refitting at Clarence cove, 
in tlie Island of Fernando Po, after a cruise 
in the Bight of Benin, which was her station, 
for the purpose of acting against the slave 
trade, when a large English ship came in from 
the Bonny river, where she had been trading 
for palm oil ; as slavers were always supposed 
to be in that river, the commander was anxious 
to gain all information relating to them ; meeting 
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the captain at the dinner table of the agent for 
the then West African Company, he was in- 
formed that two brigs were in the river, 
determined to sail upon the approaching full 
moon, and being heavily armed, the captain 
of the palm-oiler said, they were determined 
to fight their way against the small cruisers 
which might be off the river. They were both 
Spanish, one named the ^'Regulo,'* mounting 
fourteen long twelve-pounders, the other the 
^' Rapido," mounting four broadside eighteen 
pounder carronades, and a long gun of the 
same calibre upon a pivot amidships ; this was 
the account given of them by the palm oil 
captain. 

There was just a week before the moon 
would arrive at its full, and as these vessels 
must wait for the highest tides, the distance 
also from the Cove to the Bonny being but 
one hundred and twenty or thirty miles, there 
was ample time to complete the refit, and 
still be in position before the river to meet 
the slavers, and communicate with the Black 
Joke, the tender which was cruising off it. 

^^What force is your schooner?" asked 
captain Hemingway, who commanded the palm 
oil ship, addressing the commander of the 
Rosamond. 
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*^ She has a long nine on a pivot amidships^ 
and a small shifting carronade ; forty-five men 
form the complement^ but ten are away in a 
prize ; and I am sorry to say this morning that 
some fever patients have been reported;" 
replied the commander. 

** Then I should advise you to take care how 
you get too near the slavers — they are, as I 
have told you, heavily armed, and fully 
manned, for they have been but a short time 
in the river." 

'^I must take my chance as to the conse- 
quences, but meet them I will, please 
providence; besides is not the Black Joke 
there with her long pivot eighteen pounder- 
are we together not more than a match for 
the Spaniards?" 

"You may think so — two guns and a half 
to nineteen" said the captain laughing, "but 
they'll sink you both so sure as you fall in 
with them, if you trouble them at all." 

" I think very differently— in my opinion 
they will both be at Sierra Leone very shortly ; 
at least I hope we shall have the chance of 
takmg them there given us;" replied the 
commander, and the conversation dropped for 
the time. 
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THe prospect; of a brush 9oon spread itself to 
tb^ prew of the Bosamgnd, and the conmiander 
y^BA rec^yed that evening with a general 
e^pressjm gf enquiry when he returned on 
bpaivd i PaUing a$ide the senior niid Mr. (now 
captain) J. J. Robinson^ the pommauder gave 
h^n^ th^ information as hQ ri^c^ived it from the 
captain of tho palm oU ship, accompanying it 
with a ^e&^re that every thing shonld be ready 
for se^ in three days^ which would leave ample 
time to reach the Bonny, before the slavers 
covdd leave it; with Bobinson it was only 
i^epei^ary to express a desire upon any point to 
en.9lire a pifQmpt fu^fihuent of it^ much less was 
it needf\d to do moTe when such a prospect 
Opene4 itself a^s that which was now before 
him, and amongst the whole crew a cheerful 
impatience waa evinced, to remove every 
obstacle tP the sailing of the Kpsamond at the 
appointed Um^. 

The three days h«ad olap^ed whiph left thifee 
p^p^^ tp refich th^ mouth of the Bonny, and 
after many moore w^rning^ from captain Hem-* 
i^gway, on th^ evening of tho 7th of September, 
the anchor of the Rosamond was weighed, and 
8>pf efdil^ eyery ^ail, to a light land breeze, she 
glided out of the Cove in so silent, stealthyi and 
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motionless a manner^ that she ahnost seemed 
sensible of her errand ; and, like a tiger with 
one fatal spring, would seize and crush her 
prey. During the night, after having cleared 
the land, a fine sea breeze succeeded, and the 
Bosamond made a good course for the out- 
ermost shoals of the Bonny, which extend 
from eight to ten miles from the nearest land, 
and upon which a frightful surf is generally 
breaking. There are two channels leading to 
seaword through these shoals, which united, 
leave the great estuary into which the Calabar 
and Bonny rivers throw themselves, then 
becoming separated by the shoal called the 
Baleur bank, one channel takes nearly in a 
straight course to the south, but the other leans 
much more to the south-eastward : it was there- 
fore necessary to take up a position sufficiently 
far to the westward to command the first 
channel, without losing sight of or suffering 
the second to be left in too unguarded a state ; 
the most certain method of effecting which 
object, was to anchor at such a distance from 
the shore, that the merest portion of the tops 
of the highest trees could only be seen firom 
the mastheads of the vessel blockading^: by 
which plan any ship coming out wodd be 
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advanced to far to sea to allow of her making 
a retreat to the river^ without at the same time 
giving the cruiser at anchor an opportunity of 
overtaking her; indeed sailing in the early 
morning as the departing vessel would, with 
the last of the flood, she would be carried over 
the bar by the land breeze by seven or eight 
o'clbck, at which time a calm would intervene 
before the sea breeze set in, during which the 
ebb tide would effectually prevent a retreat, 
and anchoring would be the only method of 
avoiding a farther egress, while the cruiser so 
far outside would catch the sea breeze earlier, 
and be carried in with it, near to the vessels 
wishing to escape her, but suspended mid- 
way by the ebb tide and calm. 

On the evening of the 8th, the Rosamond 
was anchored with a small kedge, and riding 
by a long scope of a light hawser-a course 
which was adopted to enable the vessel to be 
readily got under way — in such a position 
that it was quite impossible for any thing 
either to leave or enter the Bonny without 
being seen, and every preparation was made 
to meet slavers, which might now be expected 
to come out with any high tide, provided 
there was truth in the report of the captain 
of the palm oil ship. 



THE RIVER CHASE. 201 

The morning of the 9th came^ and nothing 
was seen in any direction ; and the period had 
passed when the tide would admit of a yessel 
coming out of the river. In the meantime the 
fever gained ground on board the Rosamond^ 
and this morning ten men where reported by 
Mac Ihroy, the assistant surgeon utterly unable 
to do any duty, and one of them was unfortu- 
nately the man to whom the important duty of 
managing the powder magazine was assigned. 
In order to benefit them as much as possible by 
the more wholesome air from the sea, the 
awnings were spread, and spars being laid 
from gunwale to gunwale, the hammocks with 
sick were brought up and hung to them, every 
other attention being also given which the 
limited means and scope of so small a vessel 
would allow of. 

Early in the afternoon, the masthead threw 
the whole crew of the Rosamond into excite- 
ment, by suddenly exclaiming, "sail ho!" — 
but this subsided on seeing that he pointed 
to seaward— it was very certain that if the 
slavers had got out during the night, they 
would not come again in sight of the Bonny 
during the day, therefore the Rosamond re- 
mained stationary. The stranger was soon 
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i^e^n firom the deck, ax^d shortly aiter was 
<iJi;s/BaY^red tp b^ the other tcAder, the Black 
^oke^ whose iiAmediate station was off the 
Boimy.. In» the cQurse of an hom: or two,^ 
she 9Achored about a mUe outride the Boaa- 
];p.Qndj;, and h^r comz^ailLd^r came on board. 
The two cpxQimanders were lieutenants of the 
con^no4ore's, ship, a^nd the Da^eting, indepen,-' 
d^ntly of any other reajsons,. was jGcom that 
caii&e 9jon,e,^ yery gratifying ; at that time, 
the Ueutenant of the Bpsampnd, was the senior 
0j£cer,^ 90 £m: as they knew, although the 
pth^r had in reality superior rank, he hayiiikg 
been promoted at home for the capture of a 
sla.vei; of very superior force, which he had 
epgaged^ a short tii^e before: this officer was 
lihe present Captain Ramsay, of the " Terrible " 
steam frigate, and a pleasant story is told of 
hirn, when about to commence action with 
the said slaver, the " Marguerita." 

The Marguerita had been chased all the 
afternoon by the Black Joke ; at night it fell 
calm, a dead calm; it was beautifully moon- 
light, and the vessels being between the 
island of Fernando Fo, and the main land, 
about the Cameroon mountains, the water 
gay^ neither vessel the least motion; there 
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was notbing but fighting left for the Max- 
gaeiite^ unless she preferred a tame submission^ 
a course which bat few ai the Spanish slave 
captains would adopts were they not often 
driren to it, by the refusal of the crew to run 
the risk of an action, a step taken, because, 
if severely wounded, they remain to live a 
life of beggary afterwards, if not removed from 
it by starvation. 

Upon this occasion, the popular mind was 
for fighting, and the Marguerita contrived to 
get her broadside to bear upon the Black Joke, 
which vessel was fast approaching, by using 
sweeps^ or long oars, for propelling light 
built vessels. So far it was amusing enough 
for the Marguerita, she opened a well directed 
file, receiving none in return, as the Black 
Joke was necessarily advancing, ^'end on," 
the grape shot of the Spaniard began to tell, 
one fine sailor, a noble figure of a ^* forecastle- 
man,." received a death wound— his life was 
fast flitting where he feU, and he knew it- 
he mustered his strength for a last efiPort, 
and seizing his hat, he waved it over his 
head, as he lay on the deck, exclaiming in 
ft calm, strong, tone, "hurrah boys, hurrah- 
God bless the King William." — ^his hand £ 
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to the deck^ and he breathed his last with 
those words. Others were wounded^ and all 
this time the gallant eommander sat upon 
the port gunwale, watching his enemy, with 
the point of his sword resting on the deck — 
the slaver had just delivered a heavy dis- 
charge of round, grape, and musketry — the 
sweeps of the Black Joke were allowed to 
fall fore and aft, as she was now about to 
run alongside and board the Spaniard — a 
momentary suspension of all noise took place, 
when from the slaver, a voice called out in 
a strong tone, and rich Irish accent ^'come 
on board, you English blackguards, and fight 
us fiiirly," — just what the Black Joke was 
intending — the commander was not to be 
ruffled, and in an equally high tone, but with 
a. broad Scotch accent, replied — ^'I'm coming 
my mon, I*m coming, as fast as I can," — in 
a moment after, the cutlass was at work, 
and twenty-seven of the Spaniards paid the 
price of their temerity, by being either killed 
or wounded; she was captured, and gave the 
commander of the tender his promotion. 

We must return to the two tenders off the 
Bonny, the evening was lovely, when the 
Black Joke anchored, and brought the two 
*^ tender" commanders together. 
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'* Ramsay/' said the commander of the 
Rosamond^ ^'is the news I hear true, about 
the Regulo and Rapido," and he stated 
what he had heard. 

'*I believe it to be quite true," replied 
Ramsay, ^* I have heard exactly the same 
and when we first saw your mastheads, we 
thought we had the slavers." 

"Well though this is not my station, you 
won't think me acting imfairly towards you, 
by staying to meet them, I'm sure, we have 
nothing like the Regulo or Rapido, in the 
Bight of Benin." 

**I believe," answered Ramsay, *'that the 
Marguerita will do my biisiness in the way 
of promotion — and, my dear fellow, if there 
is to be any fighting, I hope you will have 
the whole of it," — ^and he laughed as he 
so frankly put aside the question of poaching, 
as cruising on another officer's station is 
called, they then both sat down to dinner, 
with Robinson and Mac Uroy, the larder of 
the Rosamond's commander having been just 
recruited from Fernando Po. 

At night-fall two more men were added to 
the list of fever patients, and many of the 
others were reported to be in a dangerous 
state : twelve were now in their hammocks, — 
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A quiet night was passed, and the morning 
sun of the 10th of September shone beautifully 
out, — nothing was to be seen, and yet this 
morning's tide at six o'clock would be the 
highest — seven, and eight o'clock had arriyed, 
all hope of now seeing the Spanirds that tide 
was abandoned — the awnings were again 
spread, the sick again arranged beneath 
them — and Bamsay, with Robinson, sat down 
with the commander to breakfast, whose table 
now exhibited fresh salmon, Scotch marmalade, 
butter resolving itseK rapidly into oil, and 
some bread from the bakery at Fernando Po, 
delicacies but seldom known then to the officer 
commanding a tender, whose only object was 
to keep at sea, fight hiiQself into promotion, 
and have a station where nothing was so likely 
to happen to him as death from fever. 

The party was engaging themselves, and 
relating the respective circumstances of their 
cruises. Ramsay had his Marguerita, — the 
Rosamond only a small capture and the punish- 
ment of an empty slaver here and there, for 
in the eyes of her commander those were the 
most criminal, since they gave trouble without 
accompanying it with bepefit ; and the meal 
having terminated, each commander was lying 
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upon a ledge^ which being nailed to thQ side^ 
w^ called a sofa — and Robinsou was receiving 
9omQ directions relating to the duty of the day. 
^^ Sail, ho ! "—at this moment i;^ounded from 
th^ masthead, when least expected — and the 
Ejrooman, Tom Peter, who was the lookout, stood 
up pointing directly tc> the entrance of the river. 
If the reader has ever suddenly disturbed a 
wasps* nest,, or a bee-hive, he may have some 
idea of the bustle which this intimation created ; 
before Robiason, who taking a glass ran up 
Ih^ rigging, could arrive at the masthead to 
coxifirm th^ report of Tom Peter, (for from the 
deck nothing could be seen) " sail, ho ! " again 
wjw repeated, and then he called out " two ship 
come," — pointing still to the river entrance, 
and immediately afterwards this was confirmed 
by Robinson, who described the vessels as 
being brigs coming from the river under all 

Of the work on hand for the day there could 
XiQw be njo doubt ;, b& yet it was perfectly calm 
whjere the tenders were at anchor, the opportu- 
nity waa therefore taken to get the sick men 
below,, tho haiq^er shortened in, and everything 
r^ady to weigh wd make sail as soon as the 
s^a.bxeejse should set i^; up to this moment 
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the slavers had evidently not seen the tenders^ 
and had been advancing towards them for 
nearly an hour, unconscious of an enemy ; but 
now they saw their mastheads and as immediately 
anchored : this did not look like fighting, the 
fact is they had not speculated upon finding 
anything but the Black Joke off the Bonny, and 
could not tell what the second vessel might be. 

The sea breeze was just commencing — 
Ramsay left to get his anchor up — and the 
kedge of the Rosamond being run up to the 
bows, she was almost instantaneously under a 
cloud of sail, running along the edge of the 
Baleur bank in two fathoms and a half or three 
fathoms, — the water was beautifully smooth, 
except that a long heaving swell was rolling 
towards the land ; she had gained a great start 
of the Black Joke, which vessel having a heavy 
bower anchor down in twenty fathoms water 
was necessarily delayed to get it up, but she 
was now following under a press of sail. 

The hulls of the slavers were now visible, 
and the sea breeze reaching them, they both 
got under way, set their topsails, top gallant 
saQs, jib, and boom mainsail, and so far firom 
rimning up the river, hauled to the wind in 
line, hoisted their colours, and seemed deter- 
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mined to engage^ as captain Hemingway had 
said they would ; seeing this the Rosamond 
hauled up to cut off the headmost brig, which 
could now be made out to be the Regulo, and 
whose apparent formidable force could also 
now be recognized, while the other a beautiful 
low clipper brig was equally certain to be 
the Rapido. 

In this way matters stood about twenty 
minutes, when on a sudden the Rapido bore 
up, set all her steering sails, and made a run 
for the river, hoping to be able to disembark 
her slaves before she could be seen doing so, 
and thus escape capture ; under this desertion 
on the part of her comrade, the Regulo had 
nothing left but to do the same, or singly 
engage the tenders, — so she bore up also, and 
set every thing she could spread. 

The Rosamond was now coasting along the 
outer verge of the dangerous Baleur bank, 
twice she was in hardly more water than she 
drew, and forced to haul out a little — had she 
once struck, the vessel would have been 
irretrievably a fatal wreck ; the hard sand 
denoted the bank, and soft mud the direction 
of the channel. On examining into the state 
of the crew, in order to make preparation for 
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action with reduced means ; it was found that 
out of forty five officers and crew, ten were 
absent in a prize, and twelve were lying in 
their hammocks totally incapable of being of 
service — ^indeed two of them died from the 
excitement immediately the firing took place 
at a subsequent period of the day — leaving, 
twenty-three, three of whom were officers and 
six were Kroomen to conduct the vessel into 
and in the approaching conflict as it appeared 
likely to be, for the Rosamond was fast gaining 
upon the retreating vessels, followed steadily 
up by the Black Joke, about a gunshot distant, 
the sailing of which vessel was sadly impaired 
by the worn and rough state of her copper, 
besides which her false keel had been in some 
degree injured and misplaced. 

At length the Baleur was rounded, and the 
Bosamond bore up, setting all her steering sails, 
after the slavers, who now were just entering 
the river, and about three miles and a half dis- 
tant — the slavers were wetting their sails and 
making every exertion to escape, the Bosamond 
doing the same to overtake them — they however 
had well practised pilots on board to carry them 
through a navigation of a most difficult and 
dangerous description, whereas the Bosamond 
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bi^ nothing but such judgment as might be on 
bo^d^ aiid the charts^ to direct her headlong 
ndvance — the channel now narrowed^ and as the 
9ea breeze freshened^ the sea broke fearfully on 
the surrounding shoals^ through which the 
Bosamond wa9 threading her way rather blindly^ 
on bowever she ^ailed^ the bar was reached ; it 
seemed a line of broken surf from side to side — 
the chart was referred to, and by the bearings 
the vesssel was rightly proceeding; she now 
dashed into it, the spray flying over her low 
bulwarks, and throwing it aside as with wind 
and tide she hurried on, in a few minutes was 
again in smooth and deep water; — the slavers 
were now running through anchorage and 
amongst merchant ships collected in the river 
for trading purposes ; to them the sight must 
have been beautiful — an exciting race for 
slavery orj freedom to about twelve hundred 
negroes ! they passed on — and now came the 
Jtosamond, as she flew by each ship they 
cheered and waved her onwards, their colours 
and flags flying from all the mastheads; the 
captain of one of them came alongside, with 
eight men armed with muskets, — "I have 
brought some volunteers, sir, for we thought 
you looke<l weakly manned," he said. 
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''Thank you — we do want men — but your 
men should have cutlasses^ not muskets^" re- 
plied the commander. The cutlass is the 
legitimate weapon of the sailor^ if he is not to 
be at his gun ; and the gallant fellows rowed 
back to change their arms^ returning at least 
in time to assist in bringing the slavers down 
after capture. 

The wind now fell light; on a sudden the 
slavers were observed to haul out of the river 
and run up a large branch of it^ stretching to 
the eastward; this was a most striking part 
of the chase^ which had lasted from nine in 
the morning till the present hour^ about half 
past four. A low sandy spit of more than a 
mile in length, covered with jungle and high 
grass now only separated the hostile vessels, 
and as the slavers ran up inside, the Eosamond 
sailed down the other. This spit of land was 
not more than a quarter of a mile broad, and 
therefore they would, when abreast, be within 
range of the guns of each other — ^there were 
however other things to attend to as well as 
firing guns; one of which was the pilotage, 
which if not successfully accomplished, would 
render every efibrt futile ; and the other was 
the necessity of obtaining the clearest evidence 
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of the yessels having slaves on board; for 
these reasons^ until this point had been 
rounded the firing was suspended, and Bobin- 
son, with two intelligent men were sent aloft 
to observe over the jungle the actions of the 
Spaniards. 

'^ Canoes are going to the slavers," reported 
Bobinson ; ^^ they are taking the slaves from 
the brigs ! the headmost brig is also throwing 
her slaves overboard!" was also in succession 
reported by him ; but now the Bosamond had 
taken in her steering sails, and was round the 
sandy spit, within point blank range of the 
Begulo; instantly the fire was opened upon 
her — ^the canoes struggled to get from her 
sides — those inside only pushed against the 
others, and they only presented, for a time, 
a black mass upon the waters,— while the 
screaming, shouting, and firing, contrasted 
strangely with otherwise tranquil aspect of 
the scenery. 

The Begulo was now deserted by the canoes, 
by which more than two hundred slaves were 
kept on board, at the same time she struck 
her flag, and ran aground upon the muddy 
bank of the river in which they all were. The 
Bosamond passed under her stem, but coidd 
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not afibrd to dend men to take possession of 
her^ seeing that the Bapido> at anchor about 
a mile and a half farther up the rirer, bad 
evinced every determination to make a resolute 
defence, and at this time the Black Joke> from 
not being in this tributary branch of die river, 
could afford no very ready assistance; the 
Regulo was Uierefore hailed, and informed that 
if a canoe came alongside, or a man left the 
vessel by any means, she would be instantly 
fired upon. 

The Bapido, to which vessel fewer canoes 
went, was still remanding her slaves, and when 
there were no canoes alongside, they were 
pushed overboard, shackled together by the 
legs, and drowned. By the help of the glass, 
it was seen that her guns were trained towards 
the Bosamond, and over her low bulwarks the 
pikes and bayonets of the armed crew bristled, 
apparently in meditated resistance^ and her flag 
was still flying. 

The breeze was very light, the water smooth 
as glass, excepting where it was ruflied by the 
death struggles of slaves recently plunged into 
it, and the Bosamond came steadily and silently 
on— she was nearly within point blank range, 
when observing some disturbed water close to 
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her side^ a small boat was poshed off to save if 
possible what seemed to be the drowning 
negroes : the man in the bow put his boat-hook 
down, and providentially it passed between 
the two slaves^ hooking in the iron which 
shackled them together by the right and left 
leg of each other ; they were brought on board 
and put below in safety. 

Of the pugnacious intentions of the Ks^ido^ 
there could be no reasonable doubt, and as the 
Rosamond was now within point blank shot, 
the commander thought considering the weak- 
ness of his force, it would be as well to try the 
effect of a shot amongst the men who lined the 
Spaniard's deck fore and aft, and then run him 
on board ; the pivot gun was well laid, the 
vessel sheered off a point or two, to allow of 
its bearing upon the Rapido, and it was fired ; 
the shot struck just before the foremost shroud, 
passed obliquely across the deck, and went out 
at the opposite quarter. The Bapido's men 
wavered, for the Rosamond was closed enough 
now to see every ^ things— the commander, 
instantly observing it, called out, ^^fire upon 
them, marines, keep panic up," — ^and the 
marines (only four in number by the bye) — 
men who are sure never to be failing in the 
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« 

tiine of need-promptly discharged their 
pieces — ^there was but time for a second 
volley — ^the object was effected — and as the 
bowsprit of the Rosamond was ran into the 
fore rigging of the Rapido^ the commander 
exclaimed *^out cutlasses," and followed by 
Robinson, the marines, and two fine fellows, 
Morris, and Oliver, simultaneously jumped 
on board, supported eagerly by the rest 
of the crew, the Spaniards making a 
precipitate retreat, when the Rosamond's 
intention to run alongside, was seen to 
be certain ; the captain alone kept his 
station on the deck, armed with a sword, and 
brace of pistols; when desertied by his men, 
he calmly sat down to meet whatever fate 
should be awarded to him; Don FeKppe, 
he named himself, a fine looking man, and 
would no doubt have been an intrepid 
guerrilla leader, should he have been destined 
to that life, as it was, he was a brave, 
but despicable slave dealer. 

To the relief of the Rosamond the Black 
Joke was now seen entering this branch of the 
river, and not being aware that the Regulo 
had long struck her colours, she ran alongside 
to board her ; of course she found every thing 
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in submission: but her arrival was very 
timely, for had she not have been able to have 
reached the scene of action, the commander of 
the Rosamond would have found himself in 
. the position of the Irishman who had ^^ sur- 
rounded his enemies/' the Eegulo having 
actually on board, all included, eighty men, 
and the Rapido, sixty-three, making a total of 
one hundred and forty-three combatants. So 
far the captain of the palm oil ship had given a 
correct statement, but he had overrated the 
numerical force of the guns of the Regulo ; that 
vessel mounting eight, not fourteen long twelve 
pounders — the Rapido mounted as aforesaid, 
four eighteen pounder carronades and oi^e long 
pivot gun of the same calibre. Two of her 
men were killed, and three others were 
wounded. 

It was now nearly dark and the necessity of 
taking care of so many prisoners during the 
night, became a consideration — the crew of the 
Rapido had retreated to the captain's cabin, 
and after slave rooms, when they fled from the 
deck ; they were now ordered to come up one 
by one, but previously informed, that if any 
weapon, even a pocket knife, was found upoa 
any one of them, that man would, on the spot, 

VOL I. L 
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more than probable^ this member would have 
had less regard for the treatment of the 
atrocious slaver, and more compassionate 
feeling for his wretched victims — but in 1846 
all the feelings which should distinguish a 
christian government with reference to the 
negro cause, had been spumed, for what it 
conceives to be the higher and more religicms 
duty of selling more cottons, and of buying 
sugar cheaper than before. 

The captain of the Regulo who was styled 
Don Baymond, had not done more than 
attempt to reland his slaves, in which he partly 
failed, but not a life of any slave had he 
taken; he fiercely charged his comrade Don 
Felippe, with cowardice in having abandoned 
the agreement made to fight their way if only 
attacked by the small cruisers, which they 
thought it very likely might be looking after 
themj for Don Raymond said, "when we 
first weighed, and as you saw sailed in line, 
we had agreed to engage you amongst the 
shoals, trusting that with the advantage of 
having pilots on board, we should have escaped 
from you, and very possibly have wrecked 
both your vessels; but that coward Don 
Felippe, ran away — I could not contend with 
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any chance^ against 70U both^ so I ran also — 
but I knew it was too late — I knew all was 
lost — when I left the Havannah, they thought 
the Begulo a match for any of the smaller 
vessels of war on the coast ; what will they say 
when they hear I have been captured by a one 
gun schooner and twenty men?" as he said 
this^ his head fell and he covered his face with 
his hands to hide his tears, which were flowing 
in fast succession; the capture of the Begulo 
was utter ruin to him, he had just before he 
sailed married, and his wife's fortune was 
wholly embarked in the vessel; he wore her 
miniature, which he seemed to idolize, but 
looked at it, as upon one whom he had 
irrevocably ruined: he begged earnestly not 
to be sent to Sierra Leone, but that request 
could not be granted, although as he said, 
^^you have got my ship, what more do you 
want?" he was not doomed again to see his 
bride, for so much did he feel the disgrace 
of his capture, that he became dejected, and 
soon fell a victim to the climate of Sierra 
Leone. 

An event worthy of notice took place, while 
the trial of these two vessels was proceeding 
before the court. The Begulo offered no 
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defence whatever, because upwards of two 
hundred slaves were found on board her; 
but the Bapido contended for fui acquittal 
zealously. Sefore the JS'psamond left tihe 
Boni^ with the prizes, JUun^ey, who com^ 
manded the Black Joke, was directed to send 
on board an officer and some few men, to 
assist in taking them to Sierra Ijeone, and to 
care^^y select such as could give evidence 
as to the conduct of the slavers, with reference 
to their slaves in the river, in which they 
directly struck to the Boisamond; but he 
replied, " that of course the order would be 
complied with, though he regretted to say 
that, from his distance and position at the 
time, he could provide none of the evidence 
required," — 'this threw upon the Eosamond 
the whole burden of bringing proof of crim- 
inality against the Bapido; and it was 
thought of importance to gain more than that 
which could be given by the witnesses belong- 
ing to the Rosamond alone; every effort was 
therefore made to obtain the evidence of the 
only two slaves who were saved from drowning 
by the S.Qsamomd'p boat. No interpreter 
could be found for the purpose, and the 
attempt was given up— the trial proceeded— 
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when it was found that the defending party 
had procured an interpreter^ and that the two 
alaves would be called up for examination 
before the Begistrar^ the method hj which 
evidence is taken^ in the courts of mixed 
commissions ;— they appeared before the Regis- 
trar attended by the interpreter^ and so tax 
from clearing the Bapido^ they fully and 
condusiyely established her guilt — they even 
pointed out the vessel as she lay in the 
anchorage^ distinguishing her in the clearest 
manner from all others — they stated how they 
had been shackled together — ^pushed overboard 
— hooked up^ and taken to another strange 
ship — and lastly^ when Don Felippe himself 
was sent for, to see if they woidd recognize 
hun, directly he appeared, they declared him 
to be the man who had commanded the 
Bapido. It is needless to say that both vessels 
were condemned; but, it is also very proper 
to acknowledge the guidance of an all just 
Providence in this case, by which the criminal 
was made literally to produce evidence of his 
own infamy, and this too, when otherwise it 
would not have appeared — the two negroes 
would have condemned the vessel, without 
the assistance of any witnesses at all from 
the Bosamond. 
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The commodore of the station was so pleased 
with the capture of these slayers^ that he 
promoted Kobinson to be a lieutenant in a 
vacancy which had taken place ; and on coming 
to England shortly aftef^ the commander of 
the Rosamond attended a lev^e held by the 
Kight Hon. Baronet^ then the first lord of the 
Admiralty ; the commander urged that he had 
received information of these two well armed 
slavers — mounting between them, (as reported 
to him,) nineteen guns, all heavier than his 
own — that they had nearly one hundred and 
fifty men combined — that he went to the 
Bonny to meet them — did meet and capture 
both, notwithstanding the dangerous navigation 
of the shoals off that river — that they both 
struck to the Rosamond much before the Black 
Joke entered the river in which they were— 
and that at the time, the Rosamond was armed 
with but one nine pounder, on a pivot, and a 
boat gun, with only seventeen white men, 
three officers included, and six kroomen capa- 
ble of standing to their arms. The Right Hon. 
Baronet, admitted the disparity of force, and 
said something about gjdlantry — but uniformly 
finished by regretting ^^that they had not fired" 
the commander of the Rosamond urged that 
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he fired at them^ and did every thing in his 
power to make them fire — that their being 
sparing of gunpowder was no fault of his — 
still it was — "if they had but fired/* — this 
shuffling nonsense was not to be bome^ and 
the commander withdrew, observing, that in 
future he supposed, naval officers were to be 
held responsible for the cowardice of their 
opponents, as well as for any they might have 
of their own. It is however fair to remark, 
that then at the Admiralty, as now at the 
colonial office, political, not professional services 
were valued and rewarded, and the com- 
mander's friends were not amongst the list 
of the government supporters then, any more 
than they are at present. 



It was a fine morning when on the 20th of 
December 18 — , the Lynx ran into the roads 
of Whydah, in order to board and ascertain 
the forwardness in which any of the slavers 
assembled there might be, previously to her 
leaving the station, in order to complete her 
water and fuel at Prince's Island ; not less 
than fifteen vessels were waiting in the anchor- 
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age fyr theii: slavie^ 9l the time^ amongst which 
were two brig^^ both in a state that augured an 
early departure, especially one of them, a 
beautiful clipper b^ilt vessel, whose fprm might 
defy this most practical a^d scieutific criticism ; 
a9 the hynx passed by her, her boat was just 
going alongside, observing which the com* 

mander hailed, a^d directed the boarding 
o&cev to bring an especially minute account 
of the state in which he found her, and then 
sailed on to look at others. 

O^ the return of the boat this vessel was 
repprted to be the *^Atrevid^," that she had 
all her wood, water, ferina for slaves, and even 
the captain's cabin stock of fowls, &c., on 
board; she had only to bend her sails, take 
in her slaves, and leave the anchorage : the 
other in an equally advanced state was the 
" Fortuna," but she did not present the same 
indications of an intention to take slaves,— ^he 
probably would be the decoy in the event of 
meeting a vessel of war, for which service she 
was well qualified, being as nearly as possible 
similar to the *^ Atrevid^ in appearance. 

Having njade this recognizance the Lynx 
stood out to sea, and running out of sight 
of the vessels at the anchorage, took up a 
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position where it was judged most likely to 
fall in with the expected slaver. 

The morning of the 22nd of December 
arrived^ and at seven o'clock the cheering cry 
of " sail, ho !" was given from the masthead ; 
on sending a glass aloft, two vessels were in 
sight, both brigs, — one on the weather bow the 
other on the weather quarter of the Lynx, as 
far to windward as could be seen from the 
royal yard of that vessel. Chase was imme- 
diately given to the headmost of them, from 
obvious reasons to the saUor and cruiser on 
the African coast; in the first place she was 
the furthest at sea, and outside the Lynx, also 
in a position to be overtaken sooner than could 
be the other, which was also in shore of the 
Lynx. 

Chasing on the coast of Africa is most 
tiresome at all times, but especially so when 
commanding a vessel of the least possible 
claims to sailing properties, — such was the 
Lynx, — thought in Portsmouth dockyard when 
the commander first put her in commission to 
be a ^'paragon " of a model by all but himself 
and some other officers experienced in the 
practical management of ships, who coincided 
with him, that she might almost as well cruise 
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in the basin of the dockyard as upon the coast 
of Africa. The wind continued all day 
variable^ in weakness rather than in strength^ 
and the Lynx only continued to gain slowly 
upon the chase^ which latter however seemed 
to drop to leeward in a manner dangerous to 
her interests if she had slaves on boards but 
still it was very clear that the Lynx could not 
come up with her before a late hour of the 
nighty and as the moon would not rise till two 
o'clock in the morning, there were many dark 
hours to favor an escape by altering her course 
of sailing. 

In such cases of course all is speculation^ 
and judging from the circumstances of the 
period, combined with any experience of the 
habits of slavers on such occasions, the measures 
of the chasing ship must be laid accordingly; 
in this instance, the commander had observed, 
that if the chase stood on, she would by moon- 
rise have fallen so much to leeward as to be well 
within gunshot of the Lynx, where, if she was 
not, she probably would have tacked to the 
north-westward, in which quarter she must be 
then looked for. 

The night was very fine, as it closed in after 
sunset, the stars gradually and brilliantly shone 
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out^ at which time the chace was about four 
points upon the weather bow^ and about a 
third of her course seen from the deck of the 
Lynx; the latter vessel was kept under all 
sail^ but having noticed the manner in which 
the Lynx had been gaining, and apprehensive 
of passing by the chase in the dark without 
seeing her, about 10 o'clock the royals and 
flying jib were hauled down, at which time 
also a chair was brought up, wherein the 
commander placed himself upon the weather 
gangway, with his night-glass, as was his 
custom when chasing at night, — and occa- 
sionally sweeping the horizon, the vessel sailed 
on in solitary quietness. 

Half-past one o'clock arrived, and the dark- 
ness of the night was sensibly relieved by the 
approaching moon; two o'clock had sounded 
upon a small cabin bell, kept for the purpose 
at sea, for it has happened that a slaver has 
escaped the cruiser by the striking of the hour 
upon the large bell being heard. The moon 
now appeared a few degrees above the horizon, 
but as yet no vessel came with her, — the half 
hour bell struck, and the officer of the watch, 
Johns, came up to make some report as to the 
rate of sailing — the commander had his glass 
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fixed in one direction^ and took no notice of 
the report — ^then without moving it, said, '^ set 
the flying jib and royals, Johns, quickly." — 

So confident was every one that something 
was seen by the commander, that the men 
below being disturbed by the movement on 
deck, all immediately came up— but they could 
see nothing, which one or two observed in 
speaking amongst themselves, when a noble 
fellow, the captain of the forecastle, Gould, 
(since drowned by the vessel he belonged to 
being upset) replied,^-" what matters that, 
the commander's night glass has picked the 
chap up ;" — and he stood ready to execute any 
order — ^he was also first captain of the pivot 
gun. The glass still remained fixed to one 
point — " Johns," — called the commander — . 
" train the gun to fire just clear of the weather 
topmast backstays — I have got the brig safe 
enough."— vTohns gave the orders, the long gun 
crew ran to their quarters, Gould exultingly 
observing to them as they came with him — 
^^ there lads, did'nt I tell you the night glass 
had nabbed him safe enough?" 

The gun was instantly trained as ordered, 
and now the stranger was seen by the men 
generally ; she was not more than point blank 
range distant. — 
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*' Give her a shot, Goxild — hit her courses 
or boom mainsail well above the deck, if you 
can — but be careful not to strike the hull, or 
ve may kill some one. "— 

Aye, aye. Sir'* — ^replied Gould — he carefully 
laid the gun — ^fired — and for a moment the 
smoke prevented the vessel from being seen — 

''Load again, Gould, and be ready," — the 
smoke was blown leeward : the chase was again 
in sight — her topsails were lowered, and the 
men were hauling up the courses — the peak of 
the boom mainsail was lowered, and the vessel 
was coming towards the Lynx — an officer 
boarder her, but alas ! it was only the " For- 
tuna" that the Lynx had been chasing ; she had 
no slaves on board, and was on her way to 
Princes' island, having acted as a '' decoy" for 
her companion the *' Atrevid^ ;'* the shot had 
been well directed, and was the first notice 
the Fortuna had of the Lynx being in the 
vicinity ; it passed through the boom main- 
sail a few feet above the deck and caused the 
immediate movement on board. 

The commander alwas punished *' decoys" in 
some way or other, so sending for the captain 
and his ships papers, he ordered the Lynx to 
be put on the other tack, and directing the For* 
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tuna to follow him^ went under all sail to the 
north-west, saying to the captain of that vessel 
" I shall now go back to try to find the *^ Atri- 
vide," and as a punishment for decoying, I 
shall take you with me some of the way" — and 
so having said, he withdrew to lay down, after 
the night of watching. Nothing appeared at 
daylight, both vessels standing back under all 
sail the whole day ; when the night came the 
Fortuna was allowed to pursue her voyage, the 
commander telling the captain as he left the 
deck, that he should certainly find the " Atre- 
vide," capture her, and in a fortnight's time be 
at Princes' Island to tell him so. 

This day the 23rd passed, and no " Atrevide" 
appeared ; day-light of the 24th still no 
" Atrevide," and the sails of the Lynx were 
then all furled, and she lay with only a few 
fore and aft sails set to steady her on the 
water. 

^^ Sail ho" — cried the mast-head man, as the 
bell struck four — that is ten o'clock ; up went 
the glass — " a brig, sir, standing towards us — 
the heads of her top-gallant sails are just rising 
just above the water," 

Either the approaching vessel was in chase of 
the Lynx, or if slaver she had not yet seen her. 
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and was coming as fast as she could off the 
coast ; therefore no change was as yet made in 
the conduct of the Lynx : while this was in con- 
sideration^ the latter conclusion was confirmed 
by another report from the mast-head — which 
was — 

^' The stranger is going about^ Sir." 

" You are sure of it, are you ? " asked the 
commander. 

" Quite sure. Sir, quite sure," was the reply. 

"The hands make sail" — was piped, and 
almost as soon the Lynx was under every thing 
she could set by the wind, and in chase of, it 
was believed, the " Atrevid^." 

The wind blew fresh all day, with squalls, 
and by two o'clock the top-gallant yards of the 
chase were seen from the deck; both vessels 
were carrying a press of sail to the north-west- 
wards, on which course the chase appeared 
determined to continue. Sunset came, and 
soon after, the chase was lost to sight ; when 
last seen, the foot of her topsails could be dis- 
tinguished from the deck. Had the Lynx been 
a " Waterwitch" or a " Symonite" she would, 
instead of only seeing the foot of the topsails, 
have been at this time along side the chase; 
but the Lynx was the true " Seppings" ten-gun 
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brig breed, tbe model of which might have been 
taken from a hay stack. 

At seven o'clock it was nearly dark; the 
commander had been poring over a chaxt, with 
compajsse^^ rule and pencil, making many sage 
calculations, and now he came on deck, calling 
for Johns, he gave these directions ; — ^^ Take 
in everything but the topsails and fore-topmast 
staysail ; then bear up, trim the sails, and steer 
east, south-east — let me know when she has 
run thirteen miles on that course ; Johns, was 
an officer on whom implicit confidence could 
be placed, and the commander appreciated his 
characted and talents ; the sail was accordingly 
taken in, the yards squared, and the Lynx was 

at the rate of about three miles an hour. 

Before midnight the thirteen miles were run ; 
the Lynx was then hauled to the wind under 
the same sail only, on the starboard tack, her 
head being about south, south-west : the Com- 
mander all night remained upon the look-out 
with his night-glass. At four in the morning 
Johns took charge of the deck, when the Com- 
mander observed to him, ^^ Take the glass, Johns, 
I expect a hard day is before us, and shaU lay 
doMm here in my cloak ; it will be good daylight 
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above half-past five ; at five wear rounds maJke 
all sail by the wind tp the north west, have the 
steering sails ready for setting, at the same 
time ; then if I am not awake rouse me up : I 
am satisfied the ^^Atrevid^" is now coming 
towards us with all sail set." 

Johns performed his orders with exact fidelity 
and having done so, shook the commander out 
of his sleep as he lay upon the signal lockers 
abaft. 

^^ Daylight Sir," said Johns, ^* every thing 
is done, but as yet there is nothing in sight." 

The commander got up. It was one of 
those pecaliarly white-grey hazy mommgs, 
which without being thick, conceal objects 
though very near; they are very firequent 
upon the western coast of Africa, and it is 
then very difficult to distinguish vessels with 
white cotton sails, but the bud. soon renders 
every thing very visible again ; the men 
were looking out all round the vessel, and 
from the masthead, still nothing could be 
seen. 

All at once four or five voices called out, 
" sail ho ! on the lee bow," — the glass was 
brought to bear upon her, and there was a 
fine brig, standing towards the Lynx, under 
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every thing she could set — so far^ the com- 
mander's words were fulfilled she was evidently 
one of the slavers, but she came on so fear- 
lessly, that the commander pettishly remarked, 
^^ confound her, Johns, this is not the Atrevid^ 
after all, or she would have tacked from us 
long ago;" for it was known that the " Atre- 
vid^" did not mean to fight her way, and 
he turned away disappointed. Johns at this 
moment, happpened to look at her under the 
foot of the foresail — and joyously exclaimed — 
" all right, sir — ^look at that — she is in stays !" 
— and true enough it was, she had fancied 
herself so clear of the Lynx, that the usual 
lookout had been neglected, and she had 
actually for at least half an hour, been stand- 
ing on directly towards her enemy, but now 
endeavoured to repair her error, after having 
closed so much as to allow the Lynx to see 
from the deck, about two thirds of her 
courses. 

It was now a fair chase again — ^the Lynx 
gained, and by eight o'clock the end of the 
main boom could be seen as the chase rose 
upon the swell — every thing promised an early 
and easy capture, by eleven o'clock the water 
line was distinctly visible — and also a heavy 
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tornado^ apparently coming rapidly irom the 
North East — this threatened to release the 
chase from her pursuer just as she was about to 
be grasped — ^the chase had bore up, and set all 
her port steering sails about an hour before, 
seeing that the Lynx had the advantage in 
sailing by the wind; she was now suddenly 
becalmed, took in all her steering sails, and 
lowered every thing in preparation for the 
approaching tornado — the rain fell over her in 
torrents, but just before she was hidden from 
sight by it, she was observed to set courses, 
whole topsails, topgallant sails, boom mainsail 
and jib — this was an impudent aet, because it 
told the Lynx what sail she could show to 
the strength of the tornado, and five minutes 
would have hidden her altogether from obser- 
vation, as indeed she now was ; the rain had 
totally obscured her from view. 

In the meantime the Lynx had been running 
on with the remainder of the first wind under 
all sail ; she, like the chase was now suddenly 
becalmed, and every steering, and light sail, 
was immediately taken in, to meet the change 
of wind — an instant after the squall took her, 
but being so well prepared no trouble was 
incurred ; she leaned over to its strength — the 
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rain &31 in a sheet of water^ and the lightening^ 
glanced about the vessel, the thunder re- 
Terberating in grand peals as it died away in 
the distance. With reference to the chase, all 
again was speculation ; the Ljnix would not lay 
up better than east — ^the commander thought 
the slaver would never, if it could be avoided, 
run in that direction, for fear of meeting other 
cruisers. 

^^ The hands about ship," was his order — and 
the Lynx was put on the starboard tack, laying^ 
about north west, in which way she was kept. 
The rain continued to &11 without diminution, 
though the strength of the wind lessened, it 
was now one o'clock, and for two hours nothings 
had been seen of the chase— she had been 
totally hidden firom notice ; the weather began 
now to clear, "sail ho!*' cried a voice from 
the lee beam. 

''Look to it Johns — ^I am sure it is a 
mistake" — said the commander, and a mistake it 
was — ^it [was one of those optical delusions, 
so often the offspring of anxiety. 

'' Gould — man the long gun, train it over 
the weather beam ; we shall see her directly, 
in that quarter within range," and the gun was 
manned and trained. 
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The wind was now quite light— the rain 
clearing away fast — and now again the chase 
appeared ; beautifiillj she sat upon the water, 
alnost becalmed, her large white, wet sails flap- 
ping, as if fatigued with their recent efforts, and 
better than all, not more than half a mile off-<- 
and exactly in the direction upon which the 
gun was trained ; a shot was fired over — she 
hoisted the blue and white flag of Portugal — 
for a minute it heavily hung from the gaff 
end, and then lowering it, the "Atrevid^," 
with four hundred and ninety-sue slaves, was 
transferred to the charge of the British 
cruiser. She had on board, a crew of twenty 
eight men, thirty-two if captain and officers 
were included, making nearly as many souls 
on board a small brig, as are placed on 
board a ship of the line in the English navy 
The extraordinary feature in this chase was, 
that if the commander of the Lynx had been 
previously told how the "Atrevid^" would 
act under any events which might happen, 
he coidd not more minutely have taken 
measures to counteract her intentions than he 
did, it was most curious to observe how his 
words were fulfilled throughout, and they 
were still more curiously borne out, by his 
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arriving in west bay. Princes' Island, on 
the very day he had mentioned, when in 
walking up to the house of Madame Ferreira, 
the first person that he met, was the captain 
of the Fortuna ! — ^when the commander said 
to hinri — ^* well captain, I am come as I told 
you I should — I have captured the ^^Atrevid^." 

The Portuguese captain received the news 
with much apparent chagrin, and eased himself 
of a good many awfiil imprecations against the 
the English, reserving some of especial magni- 
tude for the Lynx in general ; in a short time 
Madame Ferreira came out to meet him, and 
holding her hand out, said, in a laughing 
good-humoured tone — ^^^So captain, you take 
* Atrevid^,' that true ? suppose you know four 
live slave aboard for me, I think you no take 
him."— 

The commander could not give his assent to 
this view which Madame Ferreira fondly 
painted, but assured her of the regret he felt 
in having in any manner inflicted an' injury 
upon her fortunes; "very well, captain," 
returned Madame Ferreira, *^ suppose you 
come see me — all same — ^but you too hard to 
take ^ Atrevid^;' slave captain say you sabbee 
too much what they do, when man of war ship 
come after." — 
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The district of Afiica occupied by this 
▼aluable tribe of labour seeking men has in 
a former page been mentioned, and in the 
fidlowing short sketch perhaps little more than 
the outline of their habits at home and abroad 
will be attempted, with a few anecdotes which 
fdl under the notice of the author himself, 
when serving in Western Africa. 

In order to avert the dreadful mortality 
which prevailed amongst the crews of the 
merchant ships employed to get timber from 
the river of Sierra Leone, Mellacoree, and 
others in this vicinity, it was found necessary 
to employ natives, as the European sailor was 
quite imable to contend with the climate in 
which he would have to operate. The timber 
trade between England and these rivers was 
originated by Mr. Mac Cormack, a resident 
merchant of Sierra Leone, whose enterprising 
mind and mercantile perception, seized upon 
the teak forests of western Africa as the means 
of enriching himself and benefitting the nation, 
by opening out a new and extensive channel 
for her manufactures ; in this Mr. Mac Cormack 
frdly succeeded for a time, and he became 
perhaps the most influential and leading com- 
mercial man upon the coast; afterwards, as 

VOL. I. M 
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imglit liliYe bQ^re&p6ctod> <x)inpetiti(m irednced 
the profits df the trade> dnd icisased dq^i^esdoii' 
and ef^iij'enibctx^asBiilLeiitj whicli was ocmftrmed 
bjT'^ifae ifekxatioQ of the -timber ^liities itt fsvour 
of.fbmgiietis><aiid the ttade k )iow caiilied on 
iib'a< desnltiMrjr^ instead crl, as befinie/ upon a 
sjstematio' and el^ensive «Ue. in ordsr tb 
ensure, cargoes- for the dhips coming iiMn, 
Shandy for 1Mb timber> it was neoesfiarjr to 
&id imeii' who roimld exist in' liealt^^ -wkait 
Idboaring in the foiiest^ and who afterwardi: 
wnnldi Inring' tile rreiicdts of their Iftbott^s/ to 
tSie^ibankd of;the tiver^fbr ^nbarkalaon. It 
won [ iMtiTain diat^^^ natives round the colony 
of.ijSieiHra Leone ; were 'tried;.' the iirflux tif 
uii^aooGO^ionedlby the captures of slave shipi 
by !t]^) «qnadr<^n,: gsve I^pes^ < bnt ' these hc^es 
wiene sdo^ diiisipated^ for being liberated^ ^the 
trto kiegF0> ^&ve <way to the indolence ^ fais 
natttre>' and halving ^g^otmd <encni^' to £sed 
hubself Tipon^ tUke^e tethered htMrsev he ii^d^ 
a^d acit bmng^ > lilde that bcH%6> >fbrced to labtinr 
for others; he n^npplied himseiCfrom the limits 
of trhia* ' tethen, 'Cind itnaibleid haoiuielf • no farther. 
,' The < Srooman ^ waff then discovered to be 
a member of a tribe^ anxnius to exercise his 
habits of industryv either wi&in^ or beyond 
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ihd bomdarf «£ ^ku inm Hjounfry. At first 
diej were brougfat froia ihe iKroo coast 
cBalant dbomt^five Hundred miles 'frcni' SJem. 
Iieon^ but snheequently^ so great was their 
afficietjr to find labour^ that^ liegardless of the 
leagtfa (of the 'Toyage^ two or three woald 
enbacrk in their light' tmd gracefol canoe 
verydi&jpettt ^om the eumbrous canoes gener* 
aHjr hi ture here^ and actually paddle flieinsdbres 
aloQQg the whole distance, liring upon ^ little 
riee, Lidian meal, and perhaps every now and 
then, Jeacrfing u^on a fish or two j at nighty 
or perhaps, during the heat of the *iy, they 
T$n their canoe over the surf, and landing, 
refreshed theknsdites by tileeping beneatih the 
skfde of some tree, then rising, launched 
iktnx danee, and again prosecuted their voyage, 
eniiveiauig their labour by a cheerful song, 
eisch inan in tiim, striking up widi some fresh 
idea; wJbidi the others seconded^ all indicative 
(tfdie prospect ^f gain from service with die 
^Rddte^mlan, and of returning laden with guns, 
betads> cottons, &c., to their own eoimtry. 

In a Httle time, the great benefit of em- 
^dyinjg Ithese men, to a certain ■■ extent, on 
boiird 'the. ships of war, was suggested to, 
and fidbpted by the Admiralty^ and every 

M 3 
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ship was ordered^ (according to her rate^) to 
take so many on boards for the purposes of 
doing necessary work^ the employment upon 
which, heretofore, caused great mortality 
amongst the ships* companies on this station. 

The utility of these men, was also acknow- 
ledged by the merchant ships trading along 
the coast, and to the rivers &i to the eastward 
for palm oil, every one of which vessels took, 
more or less, some Kroomen on board. 

Most of these several vessels touching first 
at Sierra Leone, that place has become the 
head quarters of the Kroomen, where they 
have assembled, and formed a town upon a 
site accorded to them, building their huts 
with much consideration to comfort, neatness^ 
and the requirements of health. From this 
place, as the vessels arrive from England, 
the head Kroomen go on board, and make 
the best bargain they can with the employer. 
• The ship of war is preferred for an obvious 
reason — the pay is better, food better, the 
work lighter, and a good chance of prize- 
money; besides which, the Kroomen are, 
&om these ships, always relanded, if they are 
ordered off the station, but it is often the 
case that in merchant ships, they are carried 
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to London^ and other ports of England, to which 
they by no means object, confident of being 
paid their wages, and equally so, of being sent 
back in some ship returning to the coast. 

Of the industrious disposition of the Kroo- 
man, after these facts haye been stated, there 
can be no doubt; but it will tend to place 
their character in a still higher elevation, by 
throwing them in contrast to perhaps the 
most idle, worthless, and puffed up portion 
of the whole African community, namely — the 
''liberated Africans,"— vain of the possession 
of privileges, a skeleton education, and in- 
dependence, to which they have contributed 
by no effort of their own, they pass their 
lives in conceited indolence, excepting when 
any one of them happens to have what he 
deems a call to the divine ministry — then 
indeed he may be said to be zealous in his 
avocation. On the week days, not a question 
can be asked of him, that his reply is not 
interlarded with some scriptural phrase, and 
the great name of the Divinity himself, or his 
time is almost whoUy otherwise taken ^ 
singing hymns and psalms, when he ^ 
be industriously following some avocsA 
the hope of receiving a blessing vcp 
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a^deavouiPB, iuid; ihilSji ^h^ benefieiaUjF eal* 
{Ao^g biiiifielfj cdtitiibi^te ako to tke gMd 
of his eomitry. ^ Ou Stinda^8> the libei'alied 
Afidcan of either sex, may ht Been dresaed 
Ml ali the cokmr* lind- tawdrj itikery 6f iSie 
Eiigliishy ot fbireign mantdaotiH^ieai iS^dOSokg 
klobg W the same diiHseiitiDg'' ehapel^ irheare 
one' of ihdr commiuuty has XftOiint?l»d the 
j^tdplt, only to ravo iti the ifiodt antra* 
geous style^ unconscious of its bla6pheaioas 

Had' the Hberat^ A&ican seaBy b^^n the 
felassi of human beings ^hdeh a well "m^emng 
i^ humaiie body of the Britffik poptdatuM^^iin 
their inexpesiencey stippoeed him to be> he 
WDi^ lm?e been just whs^t the Kpoomati nc^w 
ifii the^wiUx^ libonrer of the Bt^Ush 0ok)Bdes 
dn'^the eoa^t of ;A&iea; the Krooman^ by his 
ene^i^'ttiid jttdustty'hajt completely -got >p06-r 
fae^cKa i^f 4hiat tnea/aa of acquiring propertyy and 
is reoidyi tO' (mi^sue i^id ^coai^so vr^^ereyet the 
^rSti^^lkg^ \^ ptotGiot Mm, merely with its 
WifBy £^d i= gusirimtee 'tl^ at sdme stated 
|Mkid h^ Alky b6 i^«^n^ io^ his awn cotmtrj; 
i^]f^m^^hiiMdreds' of- llbetatdd Afribans^ firee of 
■ J>el*s^!aal '^ixp^tfse, hiva boen sent to * the 
Giunbiii^^^he ijjroe^tt^ia ha^e followed^ by their 



^ym m^m^i and h^e ta^^n, Ijbe J4))Oii^>v^aLto 
tb«ar hwcb— »tl]^ S9m^. thif^. ha^]keBLQ4 at, Si^vp^ 
jti^QQ^r—aiip^ at Ten^ftttdo Bo^ wl^^# a]^ut; OM 
•it^K|aaIld<^liberated Afirkana. I^ikd . b§«n loQat^^ 
Jbe whole of tli^.;labour.<8^ten4lAt upon lulling 
,mil»^eparuig4Jmb^^ for.^ril^a^^ ^ w^U 

f^j^ (^f oth^ descariptipn^ if jfjus. monopolize^. by 
K^ihe ]§a:Qon^n> #bout £^i^ bvuKjl^ed ojf whom 
;V«re oni^oye^ by tbe,itlHfa, w^t Aftican 

In his own country the Erooma^ i^ oitber 

W ilg}(icultu];ali^>: 9r, a fieheridian,' the, letter 

.OQe^pfttioii has A^ to an, j^rrpr. in, supposing 

th^ae.tirP indo^trial v^a^se^ t^ be., different 

tnb^s; aod thp k^tei? haye be^ galled, in 

/4Uiti]|.€^n}.'it9.. the Krooi)[ien«^Ei8hinenr-Tui 

iKftUty it is:,only .intended by the Qat^iT^ tx> say, 

he^yos by &j[Utig> we by agricultjijirei ax^d by 

collecting tbe produce off tib^ .country to 

e3:chitng(e for ^ inerehan4ii9ei whii^h \a bro9ght 

vby the 9hip» frooi^ Europe i^ other pai^« 

:;: When . the pMrUament voted . £ $00^000 ^r 

•the relief of a pextipn of the^ iQ^ti^h: colonial 

ponessionsy which itf^ legislation had plunged 

into difiSiCuUi^ft threatening to overwhelm that 

territory!, with juin, there was the clearest, 

sa&sty and easiest couj^e tp pursue with 
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reference to its expenditure; a course that 
would have been carried out^ with less risk of 
losing the money, or the interest upon it, than 
would have been run by giving it in loans as 
proposed in the foUy of the colonial office, 
which stipulates, that the loan so advanced, 
shall be laid out upon public roads, irrigation, 
draining, &c., and the colony borrowing is to 
specify how the annual interest of four per 
cent is to be paid, and how at the expiration of 
twenty years the whole sum lent is to be 
returned to the British treasury ; never before 
was the time of an office thrown away upon 
such a heap of nonsensical ideas ; Lord Grey 
tells the colonies, the government will lend 
money, provided that the colonies will bind 
themselves to do what it dictates — neither Lord 
Grey, nor any of his office, possessing one atom 
of practical knowledge of the possessions to 
which these dictates are directed ; as if men 
iiving on the spot — nay born there — whose 
whole lives have been given up to the study of 
their own interests — did not know how to 
conduct their own affairs, or how to apply 
a few thousand pounds to meet their exigencies, 
even created as they have been by the govern- 
ment, of which. Lord Grey is himself a 
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member. What would Lord Grey think, if 
the colonies offered England in the enjoy- 
ment of her free trade, a loan to meet the 
present annual deficiency of her revenue, 
stipulating at the same time for the exact 
manner in which the money should be ex- 
pended ? the whole thing was an insult to the 
intelligence of the colonial mind — or otherwise 
condemnatory of that of the colonial minister 
himself; and the alternative may be selected: 
and this proposal was made, when, to any 
practical colonist there was, and is now, so 
clear a method of largely benefitting the West 
Indian colonies by the use of this £ 500,000, 
that the neglect of it seems rather the work of 
intention than ignorance; more especially as 
while it would involve the imperial government 
in no apprehension respecting the payment of 
interest, and repayment of the principal, it 
would also relieve the colonial planter from 
expense and anxiety — the use of Kroomen form, 
it is admitted, the foundation of the method, 
but they are not to be employed in making 
roads, draining, and works of irrigation alone — 
farther than which nothing more need be said 
here, but I repeat, in my own proper person, 
these colonies may, even with £ 500,000 have 
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jrelieViDg libe plantovj £r^» M9 pneseidt.ieicpenfle 
afud >imiiet^^iiwoiildtte8t 'atjoojoe tmd ,ta the 
isatiB&kticm of >cli3!l^ f>bis :iibiU^:.cm iii«ibil% to 
coni^te^^ikiOie s^eilitbdiiiie pf Cuba )anS ^ 
firaiik, {nrithoKit liaklig ihk pinncipal QrliMiereBt 
DffdanTtj 0a]as)f'a(}¥a»Qe4 iont '1q«i&; (&ai»(. tiie 
iin^eml ilareasiirj-^ai^ I^pl^dge ; royeeif to 
fihowyafc«ttf'tiine, how this; mxy.il^ done^i^md 
tb^ ii?:Uol&^: operaitioni be£>i:$ th^ jeiXfk^tianAt 

v cjR^lrettin^^ (to thj^/KroojiuaD ; threat jiim witfi 
, imffipcfaing &Hrim(^i^ inf j^U 1 4ealuig» : with hm, 
exrplaindiejxc^iilatifms 6fttbe: s^r^<^0 j|i^ .Md»i<^ 
lie engages^ ;be> strictly puncttwl vk all paymeiits 
tov^ufai^.ai^ xigidfy /faithful iii tb^ exi^utii^ 
of fttt. agceemats^ and he wilX biin^lf iipbibe 
Jke hftbits i6f Im^emplQyfij:;^ no viauLt 1$. i^ose 
alive 'to a.seoae 6f justi^^ than i9 the Kroo- 
man>' and no dla^d of Afric^^twith whom, 
through a long experience the writer of these 
pages has been acquainted, is so ready to. fall 
into the example of his employer, whenever 
that example is founded in honesty and 
industry; on the contrary, he will serve no 
longer than from circumstances of necessity 
he must, either an unjust or an oppressive 
master ; the Krooman is accused of being 
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addicted t!0 thieving-^Uie;- axe kffi<Ao imheaa^ 

tiib^i^^ 'and those' legist to^^be^^ruftedi: rare iihe 
^^ol^o^ledibll^gi^i^'Of 4lie Kbehited (^'A£wtan 
yfa^A/f ootbpds^ of iidl^the Ixiibcld 'o£)'A^oa^ 
^iteiBi^ng ithtt'of: tbd ^ Ksoo <»w[itfyr->-theate, 
t&b il&abita)iit9 of^i^ pavt* of the incteri^i hai^ 

<iio ifedlmg ^I^jdtiu4)in^ them in 'oomm<Mi-'-M:^jr 
•have HQ' n^ntiooal' eb^aetet to' mpastakiyi «jdie 
Kift»i^t»aA iiasy ind h^ feeltf iit stnmgly)^ ohe/^ will^ 
like other men^ be sometimes criiti&iiai/ bat 
his^ ^tthtrymen'iwillotieit^r ai^i fiabet^iiiior 
. dl]^elii liis ^0«iidtieti;f ' and if qtie^oB^ naponiit^ 
ttiej^'wiQ fearlessly! tW^trnly'ti^tthey.lriioi^ 
-"t^sktio^i tix- iMMihe ^.njtbit^^^is cogmzanibiof an 
^iddtimde^ m^ ^which • thei • Eipom^n >of ^ a, ahii^ ^{ 
war^^tbettii^ires pref(^:iied a eompiamt agailnt 
'i^^e^ of- theii compatnpnsi^iwhoia liiey deteoted 
ia I t&e dOmmisBibn - of i (an oflSsnce degrading to 
theii^ ch^ntcter^ and sMdicited leaTebti» punish 
hittt acco^ng to their> country fashion, which 
wonld have been tortttr<e^;' of course that was 
refused^ bat the punishment of flogging allowed 
by the naval service^ was permitted to be 
inflicted by the head Krooman according to 
the rules of that service — a Krooman feels it to 
be a great disgrace to be flogged by a white 
man. 
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Some anecdotes which fell under the author's 
notice^ relating to Kroomen^ may not be 
uninteresting. 

The Kroomen hold their ^* Gris-Gris/' or 
fetische^ in high veneration, and are super- 
stitious ; it is needless to say they are pagans ; 
they endeavour to propitiate the demon, instead 
of the divinity, and believe in a species of 
witchery. An instance of this kind took place 
at Fernando Po, at which place the Kroomen 
were numerously employed ; upon one occasion 
a deputation consisting of the head Kroomen, 
brought up two men, one of whom appeared to 
be suffering from all manner of mental appre- 
hensions, and on being desired to tell his story, 
he stated that the other man was making ^^ bad 
day come," because they had quarrelled upon 
some subject; he went on to describe, that 
his enemy went to the woods, and got plants, 
herbs, and a snake, all of which he put together, 
and then said some words to himself, which 
the " grand devil " always heard, and liked to 
hear, and that in consequence, he, the com- 
plainant, was every day afliicted with pains in 
all his limbs, and would certainly die if some- 
thing were not done to save him. The head 
Kroomen fully concurred that it was the 
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"charm/* by which this evil was brought 
about, and then they produced the said charm ; 
it was formed of the head and Tertebrse of a 
small snake^ bent into a circle — from that 
which was the upper part as it was held^ some 
roots of plants^ a small twig or two of some 
bush^ and the "merry-thought*' bone of a 
fowl were suspended^ with here and there 
a bead or two^ and the Krooman accused of 
supplicating the demon, had been seen holding 
this over a small fire, muttering to himself all 
the time — this was quite enough to establish 
his dealings with the demon. 

On being asked how all this was to be 
counteracted, the head Krooman said, that 
only a white man could break up the power of 
the charm, for which reason, now they had 
got possession of it, they brought it forward to 
be destroyed by a white man, — and then 
giving it up, it was trampled to pieces, from 
which time the mind of the complainant was 
relieved, and all his maladies left him, but 
he was fully convinced that nothing but the 
white man's interference saved him from a 
lingering death. 

Upon one occasion on board the Rosamond, 
when she was flying over the foaming surface 
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of itha>nRrattir before^^l^rfuido^ 4ll^'ihe^ Sti^ 
man^ Sidi, on a sudden ti>ttbedo^>lt]i|3 ioA- 
msttd(^irt;iriul)wai^iBtafakding bjr t)ie maitat^ri^gihg, 
appareddyiiiki tb!e>i gbektett' pcttnibl^^itgbnfiiof 

feelings of terror anQ^i&i^aii^Jiaii ^^l^ftefidd 
ta>]De;4Enildng'Us r-vntfito thd^'^ei^^^^arr^^' the 
vessel^ and rea^fadifgthe^tiiAri^iHbtfiieilt <W^ >it 
ea^eyl^jt<BefiQ:ddii|^t|Witb k ppittc^vi^ogia^ into 
the water as it was furi<i»^ly^^agitlH»dHb<gtt^^ 
himii M'he«{>«$edr1^fe^oifi(ix|$md^'^ to 
stop him> observing the horror-^hk^h^^fiMied'^liis 
lookKhdttdt w^oi^^j^^iiaitVy^^' «itopi]^i oU^ at 
the taffrail^ where haTii^i|MroIoiig^diM6^€tn^ibti^ 
gaze>~ai^ length h«-rd€ie ^froni^'it^ "andi < jsla^ping 
his hap<dsi together (MBmh&mcyV 4k ht^'agUin 
passed, ^th6eomniandevJ4secd>tdd MiA, '6&yitig^ 

^f)^^- not mad-Hall iitii3ig-jgane-'-'«<aippee, all 
gone'?*^replied Sidiy'i^th? an ^ispression of 
countenance most painful to see. 

" What is gone -?!^'«Uked the commander, not 
being able to put any definite construction 
upon the passionat^^ eaxlamations of Sidi. 

"All gone, cappee, all gone,"— -was all 
Sidi could say,^ as^ he stood up amidst the 
pelting rain,' the furious gust, and glaring 
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]igl^ingi. mik^ deck before ;tke comnaander^ 
in d^ep despondency, h.i. J >]iyi nc /li.'- 

iunaijQdripollit)iaii.t| oaEL.vthiiik IH trnd^itheiiopm- 
iiiBuM^r;>8]a#rpl|!!, Ainkjog scnnetbing^icrealljniof 
impoirtaniQ^ hf^d happened;* :c . ♦•> - h^' ^' 
, . "iMy- ^tf- :gpne, cappe©, aiyiihati^gMie," 
replied Si^, fShelireiniwiBitcari'W. In-, . J - 
1, ^' GQMoiio4;>y$)!^r hatyf^kaJy- ctfj43t^Wj^e 
afea*rdr--TnLftk^,ftnathecr'- - / ;. <p.->ti/' .! 
*^ But all jtmg ;ga)in hat-T*no>cajQ .make him," 

, 7 iT^H mf4 dke^jji wbatryourmean,}^ rfejpined 
the jp©9wander, an^ilyrrr> .: .'.- > J i 

if "^tsipJief9Hbat:blQW ttffr-k^ g;o^:iwWer-7-Iju) 
m^r hiql ithen-TrGris-lSirifl liTO in bifcij'^said 
Si^i / in , Mie moat .ridiculously solemn, itone. 
Tbiaiif ^ n^t a matter to lau^.al^rit was, better 
to ponifrince^ so the conuum^r affecting to be 
sorry^, : aalf^d, what. > tfaq Gris-Griis would do 
for Sidi? lii- / = 

"What he do J!., all ting; he feedine— he 
fitopbuUet-r-he Atop. kiiife-4ie can keep me up 
suppose I fall in water — all gone — all gone P' — 

^* Sidi, you turn fool man — Gris-Gris no do 
this — suppose you good man, God for white, 
all same God for black man — ^you see your hat 
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when he go water ?'* said the commander — 

'^ I no see him-^uppose I see, then I jump 
for him— -he go bottom "— 

" Then Sidi, Gris-Gris no keep himself and 
hat up, when he go water, how he can keep 
you up?" 

This was very good logic for Sidi, he bent 
down, keenly looked in the commander's face 
for a few moments, then grasping the sides of 
his head with both hands, exclaimed—'' cappee 
speak true — ^he true— oh ! Gris-Gris, fool man 
thing" — and he turned away quite satisfied. 
Before this man left the ship, he had been 
taught to read English print, was constantly 
when unemployed reading the prayer book, 
and at diyine service read both that and the 
bible which the commander had given him,buthe 
could never find out the places being read from. 

On coming again to the coast of A&ica in 
the Lynx, Sidi again joined that vessel as head 
Krooman, but he had somewhat relapsed in his 
christian code ; while residing at Sierra Leone 
he had been serving as head man in the gover- 
nor's boat, and the commander observed that 
probably he would not now come afloat in the 
Lynx—" yes I come'* said Sidi. 

" What will governor say?" 
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" Oh ! I speak governor — ^he good man— -he 
let me come your ship — ^he good man, plenty 
good for Krooman — he do me one time one bad 
ting I tink." 

** What was that Sidi ! governor &og you 
plenty?** 

*^ No, he never flog me — ^he good man — one 
ting, he do bad ting " — 

** Well what was it, Sidi ? " asked the com- 
mander — 

'' Oh ! too plenty bad — ^he take me one time 
to church — ^he take woman cause she live my 
house — he marry me Englee fashion — ^he do 
that bad ting!" — so Sidi shipped, and like 
other sailors left his wife at home. 

On leaving Sierra Leone for England all 
the Kroomen are put on shore, the captain of 
the vessel first seeing that all the payments 
due to them are completed, and their prize 
certificates properly executed; when taking 
leave of Sidi, the commander of the Lynx said 
to him, as he was taking his dollars up — *' Sidi, 
you too rich — ^you live great man in Kroo 
country this time; what you do with your 
money?"— 

"Oh! cappee, I go buy cloth, powder, 
beads, all ting," said Sidi. 
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What you do thea?'' 

" I take him my country." 

" And then what you do ?" 

" I get farm^ and I go buy plenty wife."-— 

"How many wife you buy? — one no do?" 

^^ One wife no do— *•! buy four, five wife."— 
holding up his hand. 

" "What you do with fire wife ? — white man 
think one plenty." — 

"White man no sabee what do with wife 
fthink/^ said Sidi. 

" Well, what can black nian do with 
plenty?" 

Capp^e— white man wife, she sit dowi;i — she 
talk piccaningT-fiihe play pi^caning — she make 
mus^p, ,t|^i»g speak— 4he go bed— black man 
takq pl0niy ;><rife<^the^y go facm — &ey make rice 
prop^3f-r-4;h^ 'wjoxk all time in corn field — so 
Jaa«k.man.wife do cappee." . 

Having said which> the commander and 
his friend Sidi shook hands, and separated 
probably jbr ever;. and never did any officer 
ever part > with a. more conuBcientious servant 
ofi^hei sewieci, than was Sidi, thojKrooman. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PBJNCES* ISLAND AND THE POST-BOX — VISIT TO 
VISIT TO SENHOR FERRIERA. — JOURNEY ACROSS 
THE ISLAND. — A TORNADO. — STRUCK BY 
LIGHTNING. — ANNO BONO. — ELECTIVE MONAR- 
CHY. — HOW PEOPLED. — SIMPLICITY OF NATIVE. 
DUTCH TRANSPORT. — SLAVE TRADE TREATIES 
EVADED BY ** EMIGRATION. " — ISLAND OF AS- 
CENSION. — IMPROVED GREATlV. — OP NO USE 
AS A STATION, 3EdT FOR THE AFRICAN STATION. 
^REMARKS. — ■ AN ALARM. — THE ^ R01LERI$. '*^— 
BEATTTY AND GRANDEUR OF THEM.— ^TftB CAPE. 
A 8BQAL. — idiR PATRICK OAMTPBBLL A17D StJL- 
VERS. — SIR HENRY PECK KNIQaT.-*-llBWI«AN])S. 
RETURN int THB COAST. :;i.. 

• J . J . 

' - . ' . ■ ■ I . , 

It /vas one lovely eveaiiig in May when the 
Lynx rounded the western entrance *of the 
anchorage in Princes' Isbuid, to which place 
she was ordered to repair for orders : the sea- 
breeze had scarcely sufficient strength to waft 
her onwards^ and a stillness, only known in the 
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tropics at this hour^ prevailed over the land and 
sea; one small solitary canoe laid upon the 
beach, which two Kroomen were pushing into 
the water, one of them carefoUy guarding a box 
which was placed beside him. The residence 
of Madame Ferriera seemed deserted, or only 
tenanted by a few lazy slaves, who were seen 
lounging over the parapet of the colonnade, 
apparently watching the approach of the vessel, 
as an event throwing an interest over the mono- 
tony which had long ruled in west bay. After 
a time the anchor was down, the sails furled, 
and the Kroomen were alongside with the box. 
This box was always received with consider- 
able anxiety, for it was nothing of less impor- 
tance to the vessel arriving than is the British 
post office to the city of London ; in it every 
letter for the squadron had been dropped during 
the respective cruises of the vessels, whether 
private or official, and it might be either a 
source of happiness, or what was perhaps as 
likely, a cause of sorrow h owever, up the side 
came the head Krooman left in charge of it. 
quite indifferent to the character he enacted, 
whether the bearer of welcome news, or whether 
he conveyed the box Pandora herself, with all 
her ills to let loose. 
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" Well, dry toast," (for that was the name he 
bore in the Queen's service) " what news you 
bring ?" was asked ; 

** No sabbee — box can speak," replied Dry 
Toast — ^holding it out to be unlocked — 

" Man-of-war ship come in ?" 

'* One brig ship come— one day get water — 
one day sail," answered the Bjrooman,— *^ and 
one boat come, puff, puff, puff, plenty smoke ; 
plenty fire : she beat water all same, she try kill 
him ; oh ! white man sabbee too much ; he boil 
water, and make him move ship — eh, eh, eh.'* 

The box being opened, amongst other letters 
the commander found one directing him to re- 
main in west bay five days, then to proceed first 
to the island of Anno Bono, where he was to 
stay one day; then if no ship of war came to him 
he was to proceed to the island of Ascension, 
and onwards to the Cape of Good Hope, having 
first completed his vessel with as much wood 
and water as she could stow. 

The next visitor was Antonio, the head slave 
left in charge of the estate during the absence 
of Madame Ferreira : he came to say that the 
governor wanted the commander to visit him 
at Port Antonio, that a messenger had been 
sent to report his arrival, and that no doubt a 
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liOipnsfk iiw&9^A»jn the shi^nwiuia^doted tfk 

full «c9drAttii9e}TFijlbi;t]ie/pfe aftikeiCQia*! 
nitiidciirK>wWiwiBedi^ out >the*«toiitQLnl^ 

o£tirbi^ 4aiW ndotue «tt-tiie 4u&ef> wid pi^c^^ed i 
lumB8d£ofbtir<iiea.^(y»^cilied.'!Joturfi^ the 

(Da^i^itiiiad JMrdfyMappefusedj whef^r4^ 
hwtmvf&iko£!kaakQX(J^m^ ta^Bme^ge< 

fi:0m>tb8idirisl Wift^ wJMich featkeoed tlueirtick' 
fQlitige)idJtost?A^^ nme 

blai[^,all;e3idf d as i^riia^ in iPird^rl^kat rdbjts: 
lxiiglit4uait/bia ^aatipg, oirar a oroafdithat cectainlji^ . 
wonUUtrf. dleirj strength, «^d tbe, patience of v 
diei penKMi* boxne : jtfae ham^na^k itself walr. 
fdMedidfanlall* grass lities netted^bogether^ 9ftd 
hung japan a|)i»lei iivbidb siLfficieii% pn^sotod 
ovefifi oeiAi^i^ eiidi ^ qaUo^ m)£ fou^f .^riMBSv 
woddng^)at a timet a tou^- of tibiok grass 
■mMBcmwe laid ■tau the octttre^ serving 'at cmoe: 
to assist in spreading its sides out^ and to p«e<> 
r^tb'tigi^mapk$m^ Reeling , firont the pjpessote 
u^dntteilnaiit^ of;;th^im$^work.M.tA green silk 
odnc^^^^ ilfi&i ailo^ )iKhlte valence of netting 
cixA-A^mgo sbelklred.the isi€un^e»t.*from 
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ray» of the sun/ wteniemer'the vhanmiook- 
emergedifrom Ihe datise ilhaAt^ of titfe fdn^ 
and a ulendet female starve^ jtistieiaviii^ gitfiiodid^ 
csOTT^A a few young coico-ntJts, the irater, er- 
as it is tnote generally t^^> the niilk^ b<m, 
wUdi Aet>ccds]onidly t^fidered'to the *t<mxtmt^ 
der; tMsber^^e ii& got'frem the coee-nutwhen 
it is qtdtfe *• green," and tef«re*the pulp of «hell 
has become hardened, its peculiskriy gtatefbl, 
but should' al^ityis to be taken, if taikeii tt all, 
before ib^ atmoisphere h^ ^bdeii^heated byiifie 
sun, ^v^hek itis *sidd to be es^tremeljr cbnduciTe 
eithtft to the rei^rs^on; or retiMltion of %eidth ; 
inveisted irith tiiese attribiteB, the drax^^ 
assumed a stiH more pleasing chiAraeter, "^hen 
offered "dirough) tUemedium of the Httle "Ae^, 
Tdiose timid, innocent smile us she ofiered it^ 
saying, >^ 'MadaCm^ send cappee ' fonr 'drink;^' 
rendered a r^ftisal' ^ imposiilble, «ud >lh^re£D(re 
about every t^6 my^^, at Iviixdii dlMdioe die 
relays chioi^ed witti the bearei^/ theicom'- 
mander had to swallow u ■drail oif cooo^wit 
water. : -■:- . ; c ■ ■: q^ '' ■ 

He wsB 2i6w Mly xottbdtted to die care' of 
the carriers,' and 'Biretehed 'his tengtih in the 
hammock, they started 'along the hkrd sand at 
a trot^ ringing a negro son^, jointly composed 
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of the languages of England and Portugal^ 
allied also to another, if negro — English and 
Portuguese^ may be called one; however 
it served to inform the parrots and monkeys, 
apparently the only inhabitants, which were 
disturbed by the passage of the party that a 
great cappee" was on his way to visit an 
illustrious Senhor, both of whom were ex- 
tremely rich; a statement which unhappily 
proved their ignorance of the condition of the 
finances of the former. Having trotted and 
simg the best part of half a mile, the road, a 
mere goat track, suddenly turned from the 
beach into the jungle, which was overborne by 
the lofty forest trees, whose heads towered fax 
above it ; a steep and rugged ascent was im- 
mediately encountered, the trot was reduced 
into a laboured and embarrassed walk, and the 
song subsided into a quick sharp breathing, 
intermingled with a desperate grunt as often 
as any additional effort was demanded by some 
encreased difficulty in the ascent. 

The sides of the hammock brushed the 
bushes as it went along, awakening the irri- 
table mosquito into revengeful action, the 
effect of which, was soon felt by the comman- 
der, for the thin skin of the European, 
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seemed an opportunity of which the tormenting 
insect was by no means insensible, when 
seeking to gratify either anger or appetite, 
and by the time he had arrived at Port 
Antonio, he was an undoubted object of 
compassion to any commonly civilized mind; 
as for the negroes, his presence was their 
safety, and they consequently crowded round 
him, when they found the partiality with 
which he was treated. 

The party had now with great exertion, 
scrambled with their burden to the top of a fine 
level space, comprising some hundred acres, the 
whole of which was laid out in coffee plant- 
ations. The ground, in other parts, though 
free from jungle, was overrun with weeds, 
and grass, upon which some cattle were 
browzing very contentedly, while others were 
lashing the flies from their sides, as they stood 
beneath the shade of some tree which had been 
allowed to obtain its natural height and form. 
Having continued this path for some distance, 
the carriers suddenly turned f/om it, and 
stopped before the door of a small building 
where it was professed to provide refreshments ; 
the hammock with its burden was gently 
carried to two forked posts which had been 
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driven into the ground for such occasions^ 
upon which the ends of the pole were rested^ 
and the commander himself, left by ev^y one, 
swinging at an elevation of about fire feet 
from the ground, buried in the network which 
his weight nearly closed over him in spite 
of the mats within it; in a very short time 
the carriers returned with a cocoa-nut shell cut 
in half, and two bottles of palm wine^ of which 
in the most submissive attitudes they offered 
him a draught, this however he declined, but 
paid for the wine, and gave it to the carriers, 
who swallowed it with avidity, and in their 
zeal, began to quarrel for die pleasure of 
carrying so liberal a *^ Cappee." Before this 
contest was concluded, the latter viewing it 
all the time from his position on the forked 
posts, the little female slave came to the 
side of the hammock, and jumping upon a 
heap of stones which happened to be near, 
reached out her little arms, and nearly bare 
figure, said in her soft plaintive tones— 
" Cappee have Madame cocoa for drink ?" the 
offer could not be resisted, she cut the end 
of the green nut off, poured out the water, 
and presented it ; he thought the draught he 
sweetest and coolest he had ever tasted — and 
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the little creature smiling, contentedly sat 
down on the hard Btones, waiting till the 
caiTiers had decided which party should first 
carry the hammock. 

Afcer a time, the negroes having determined 
upon the contended honor of precedence, four of 
them seized tlie hammock poles, settled them on 
their shoulders, and away they ran, wildly 
singing, and screeching ; those who were dis- 
engaged, leaping, and capering in all manner 
of fantasic awkwardness ; but it was the over- 
flowing of good humour, and rude as were 
the attempts to attitudinire, sour must he 
have been who would have found anything 
but amusement in it ; the little girl all the 
time kept up, her sole anxiety being to 
preserve the one remaining coco-nut from 
injury. 

While the hammock was home along the 
flat, and through the comparative open road 
of the coffee plantation, all this was reasonable 
enough, but now it turucd again into the 
jungle, and began to descend with suddenness 
a steep and rugged path, not wider than that 
which had been before aeoe 
not, on went the negroes, "I 
along as they were displaced^ 
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the carrier, negro urged negro, with a sharp 
eager cry, and it was rather evident that the 
palm wine was the operating cause of their 
unusual efforts. The hammock swung from 
side to side, and the commander effected a 
strong grasp of the net work, awaiting with 
as much composure as might be, the catas- 
trophe of which he thought he had an 
indefinite foresight, " while there is life, there 
is hope," he thought, and as the negroes 
kept their footing, he was safe so far; as for 
an attempt to controul the mad party, excited 
with the palm wine, and now involuntarily 
showing their gratitude for it, the thing 
would have been the act of an idiot, ill-timed 
as was their exhibition, when compared with 
the circumstances surrounding the case. 

Fortunately for the commander, that morn- 
ing some person in Port Antonio, had been 
fated to send a string of bullocks along the 
same road, over which he was now carreering, 
with about as much caution and management, 
as would be observed by a steam engine, 
adrift upon its line; and as the latter would 
recklessly charge into any thing it met, so did 
the procession of the hammock, into the drove 
of bullocks, which were very solemnly ascend- 
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ing the track in single file. The leading 
animal, startled by such an unusual riot in 
the '^bush," halted, hesitated, then, tail on 
end, dashed into the jungle, the second 
followed, but down upon the third came the 
leading carriers ; the pole end taking effect be- 
tween the horns of a bullock ; the beast was 
stunned by the blow, but the carriers, hammock, 
and its contents, the latter being ejected, 
were prostrate in the path ; the remainder of 
the bullocks took to flight, thus leaving the 
hammock party masters of the path ; the other 
negroes who were not engaged with poles, 
now coming up, and who had not indulged 
as the others had, quietly drew their comrades 
aside, laid them beneath the shade of a tree, 
then taking up the hammock, replaced the 
commander, and proceeded on to port Anto>- 
nio, where, in a short time he arrived, without 
farther adventure, and embarking in a barge 
belonging to the governor, attended also by 
the little negress, who once more offered the 
remaining draught of coco-nut water, he crossed 
the bay, and about eight o'clock found himself 
before the ^^illustrious senhor,'' who, loosely 
attired, was smoking his cigar in the colonnade 
of his house. 
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Senhor Ferreira^ although by no means an 
advocate for the supremacy of the really sincere 
philanthropy, of the leading members of the 
association, for the suppression of slaivery and 
the slave trade, yet nrxthont doubt respected 
their efibrts, as much as he ridiculed and 
despised, what he then thought, and what has 
since proved itself to be, a mere political finesse 
on the part of those then in power, who advo* 
cated the negro cause, just as it seemed more 
or less likely to infinence votes at an election, 
with which they were threatened by every 
division in tbe Conmions; as for the British 
officers in command of the cruisers employed 
upon this coast, nothing could surpass in 
kindness of intention his conduct towards them; 
he was always ready to do what he could to 
meet their domestic as well as public wants; 
for he combined the occnpation of a store* 
keeping merchant with the higher duties of 
the gcvemor, the latter however were by no 
means onerous, indeed they appeared to be 
nominal^ but the fcHrmer engrossed much of 
his time, and unquestionably involved him in 
the business of the slave barracoons on the 
adjacent coast; this was determined by a 
candour of the most unexpected description. 
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allied at the same time to an unlimited contempt 
for the government authorities under which he 
held his commission. It happened that one 
of Senhor Ferreira's small schooners, having 
on hoard about thirty slaves, was seized 
by a cruiser, and brought into west bay. 
Princes' Island; the vessel herself, was not 
only small, but also was found to he in so 
bad a state, that it was imprudent to risk her 
on a voyage to Sierra Leone ; the slaves were 
therefore taken on board the cruiser, and 
preparations made to destroy the captured 
vessel, either by converting her into a target, 
or by some other method equally summary : 
Senhor Ferreira no sooner heard of this, than 
he embarked in his barge, accoutred in all the 
prestige of cocked hat, plume, military frock 
and sword, and presenting himself on the 
British quarter deck, stated that he vras the 
owner of the schooner, and though perhaps he 
could not expect the slaves to be given up to 
him, yet he trusted the vessel would be 
restored : a request, it is needless to add, that 
was officially rejected. 

The Senhor was at this time yerg 
seventy, corpulent, and indolent t 
regarded physical exertion ; the * 
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his face and head was essentially Portuguese^ 
particularly with regard to the large dark eyes, 
and high but narrow forehead; he belonged 
to a good family, but had early embarked his 
fortunes in the slave trade, as captain of a 
slaver, and there became rich : his complexion 
was nearly saffron, a hue he continued to per- 
petuate by rich feeding and smoking, without 
suffering from the climate ; to crown all, he was 
a man of extreme good nature, given to hospi- 
tality after his own fashion, and the depository 
of information, both local and historical, very 
seldom to be found in this part of Africa. 

As the commander advanced towards him, 
the Senhor stretched out a cold, languid hand, 
and welcomed his visitor to his residence in Port 
Antonio, offered a cigar, and enquiring at the 
same time if the room, bath, in common parlance, 
tub, &c. was ready ; a negro, who was lying in 
the verandah, lazily crawled away, and as lazily 
crawled back again at the expiration of some 
time, addressed some unintelligible sounds 
to the Senhor, who translated them to the 
commander, saying at the same time that 
Madame would shortly come to breakfast, — the 
result of which was, that he soon found himself 
rejoicing in having exchanged the discomfort 
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of conveyance in a hammock^ for the cooling 
deKghts of a bath, in which having revelled, 
he presented himself refreshed before Madame 
Ferreira, who, accompanied by two or three 
scantily clad negresses, awaited him with her 
lord in the colonnade, where, in the fresh 
breeze which had just come in from the sea, 
the breakfast had been served, to which they 
now sat down, the negresses crouching on the 
floor near Madame herself. 

Portuguese cookery is altogether repugnant 
to English taste, at least so far as the author 
has experienced it in sundry parts of the 
world, and as for a breakfast, after the English 
custom, it cannot be accomplished ; oil, grease, 
and garlic, oflend in every dish, a sour, cholera 
threatening wine, called claret, displaces tea 
and cream, and a wretched imitation assumes 
a right to be invested with the attractions of 
coffee; and this too where the coffee is of a very 
superior description ; flour distorted into all 
manner of representations, would be no more 
known in its original form, than was the 
Jamaica memorial after its manipulation by a 
certain noble minister of state, but in the light 
of bread it is littered about the table, whose 
surface is in short a specimen of confused and 
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uninTiting subjects^ rarying with every thing 
which an Englishman has been accustomed to 
consume at that meal. 

To those whose occupation is merely a visit, 
there is some difficulty in passing a day even 
in the residence of a Portuguese govemof of 
a totally neglected colony^ although much 
amusement may be afforded by the absence of 
all the state and etiquette which generally 
surrounds an officer of that high grade ; but if 
the British governor receives from the hands 
of well dressed aids -de -camps, and othei 
militahres, reports, intended to develop the 
actual state of their respective charges, or 
from those of less scrupulous officials, bred 
in the arts of mystification, statements drawn 
up to conceal unfaithfiil practices— so Senhor 
Ferreira, as he sat in his morning robe, 
himself thrown back in the slope of an easy 
chair, sublimely emitting the smoke of an 
exquisite Havannah cigar, his head surmounted 
with a broad brimmed straw hat, his slippered 
feet and bare legs supported upon some con- 
venient piece of furniture^ — so Senhor Ferreira 
witnessed the arrival of each successive negro 
slave who bore from the plantation, the canoe, 
or from the store, the fruit and vegetables. 
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the fish^ and domestic requirements for the day. 
Certainly no decoradve^ if any other vesture 
relieved the sombre character of these attend- 
ants^ but they severally marched up to Madame, 
at whose feet the baskets were laid, then taking 
advantage of the few minutes in which they 
delivered a message, to scratch and rub them- 
selves all over, they were despatched upon 
different errands, or otherwise they squatted 
in a remote comer of the long colonnade, 
where in a short time they were in the enjoy- 
ment of a profound sleep. 

The consequence of this, of course, was that 
Madame Ferreira every morning sat, like 
Pomona, surrounded by nearly all the pro- 
ductions of the fields and gardens, although 
unlike that fabled goddess, she confined her 
delight to the receipt of these things,-— how 
they were raised was no concern of hers; 
flowers, oranges, pines, melons, the delicious 
custard apple, some bags of coffee, sugar 
cane, and sundry other tropical products 
formed a circle of which she was the centre ; 
beyond was a contribution from the grocery 
department, and lastly a melancholy rank and 
file of whatever fish might have been brought 
up after the fishing negroes had prudently 
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helped themselves on the beach, were ranged 
before the representatives of majesty, together 
with some joints of meat, and a few couple of 
fowls, radiating from a nucleus where they 
were tied together by both legs, their heads 
of necessity outwards, gasping for breath, and 
every now and then making a passionate but 
inefiectual attempt to disengage themselves. 
Occasionally this mixture of horticultural and 
agricultural profusion, was relieved by a sudden 
pastoral incursion of goats, whose playfulness, 
or other motives, would lead them to abandon 
all consideration of propriety, and rushing up 
the steps would disport themselves in the 
colonnade, stamping and sneezing after their 
manner, as if determined to enforce some 
especial pursuit. 

For some hours after breakfast a total sus- 
pension of all movement appeared to take place, 
which was only enlivened by the arrival of 
the several baskets &c., already mentioned ; 
these are left for contemplation, until the hour 
comes when cooks are again in operation, then 
the dinner, and then the cool of the evening, 
when nature animate and inanimate seems to 
revive, and gratefully acknowledge the retreat 
of the sun which has been mercilessly scorching 
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every thing for some eight hours, without one 
friendly cloud intervening between his power 
and the roof of Senhor Ferreira's residence. 
The evening was generally passed as before 
described, by the introduction of some half 
dozen dancing negresses, with the addition of a 
sprinkling of captains of slavers, who seeing no 
likelihood of getting a cargo of slaves for a few 
weeks, had retired to Princes' Island for the 
time, leaving their vessels at Whydah, Lagos, 
in the Bonny, or other, then well known slave 
depdts / at night when the hour of retiring had 
sounded, each sought his rest in an apartment 
similar to that which has been described when 
speaking of the governor's residence in west 
hay; by which arrangements, whatever else 
may be excluded, the ill-famed night air 
certainly is, for if the door .is closed, the 
chamber may be said to be almost hermet- 
ically sealed. 

xLee days of this life were weary enough to 
any one, but especially so to a naval officer, to 
whom activity and employment are constant 
companions if he desires to see his vessel in 
proper order and condition ; therefore at early 
daylight upon the fourth, the commander took 
his leave, and retraced his steps over the 
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mountains, and by a similar process, until 
reaching west bay, he got on board the Lynx, 
as she lay finishing her preparations to sail for 
Ascension. The evening came and the little 
vessel sat upon the calm, clear water, in all 
the freshness of paint and well blacked rigging, 
her royal yards across, and waiting only the 
breeze of the morning to proceed once again to 
sea; every thing was still as the tomb, but 
though the tenderest leaf hung unshaken on 
the branch, yet the redundant beauty of the 
forest scenery, proclaimed the quietude of life 
rather than the silence of death. As the 
twilight succeeded, the song of the sailor on 
board echoed over the water, and was answered 
by the monotonous tones of the chaunt, and 
*^ Tom Tom '* which announced the commence- 
ment of negro merriment, until at nine o'clock 
the muskets, and shrill whistles of the Lynx 
"piping down," arrested at least one part of 
the rather discordant concert. 

The best intentions are often frustrated, and 
so it happened with the Lynx; at four in the 
morning the commander was awakened by the 
officer of the watch, who informed him that a 
heavy tornado was rapidly approaching over 
the moimtains. 
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"I will be on deck immediately," replied 
the former, and starting from his cot, arrayed 
himself in a ^^ blanket dress," and proceeded to 
survey the approaching storm. 

" It will fall heavy upon us, Johns ; veer to 
ninety fathoms ; she will take it now the wind 
is light, without danger of snapping the cable ;" 
said the commander — and the cable was 
veered; the only precaution necessary, for 
the wind wotdd blow directly off the land, 
under which at the short distance of the Lynx 
from it, no sea could possibly rise ; and direct- 
ing a man to attend the lead at the side, the 
men were piped down to avoid getting wet. 

The lightning began to stream over the 
forest, showing for an instant its dark masses 
crowded together at the foot of the craggy 
mountains, which prolonged and sent back the 
roar of the thunder that followed each flash ; a 
gust of wind passed over the vessel, and a few 
heavy drops of rain fell, the forerunners of the 
terrific powers which were in wildest fury 
acting behind ; suddenly, in its direct strength 
the tornado burst upon the Lynx-— lightning, 
thunder, rain, and wind, seemed to contend for 
individual mastery — the fiery stream glancing 
upon the rugged face of the mountains, 
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appeared to seek some object upon which to 
wreak its desperate vengeance, vanished as 
quickly as it came, and left only a dense 
impenetrable darkness ; the thunder followed, 
each peal resounding as if those granite masses 
were each time freshly crashed ; at last the 
Lynx herself seemed an instant to be brilliant- 
ly illuminated, every mast and rope was a 
separate line of fire, an unusual crackling noise 
was heard, and the rigging of the foremast 
appeared to be lying in confusion — again 
intense darkness prevailed — and a terrific peal 
apparently exulted in the savage character of 
the hour. The foremast had been struck, — but 
the amount of damage, at the moment could not 
be ascertained — the well was sounded, but the 
lightning had efiected nothing below — the 
storm still raged. 

" Is the vessel driving ?" asked the com- 
mander, when once a sudden gust changed the 
direction of her head— no answer was returned 
— again the question was asked in the sup- 
position that in the tumult it had not been 
heard ; again no reply — the officer of watch, 
Johns, ran to the side, and there he found the 
leadsman struck down ! for a time he was sup- 
posed to be severely hurt, if not dead, but 
ultimately he was restored. 
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The storm now hurried onwards in its devast- 
ating course, and left but intense darkness and 
a deluge of rain, in its train — the daylight 
came ; those masts which but a few hours before 
were rigged and placed with the utmost neatness 
strength and accuracy, were now scattered 
about the deck of the Lynx in strips literally re- 
sembling laths, the yards and rigging at the same 
time, hanging about the foremast and forecastle 
in one entangled mass, apparently of rubbish. 
The fore-topmast topgallant and royal masts, 
were shivered into laths and shreds, and a large 
piece about six feet in length had been cut out 
of the lower mast as neatly as if it had been 
performed by a skilful workman with a large 
drawing knife. Such was the state of the Lynx 
daylight in the morning, but at two o'clock the 
same afternoon she was sailing out of the bay 
at under all sail as if nothing had happened, 
a circumstance that called forth a gratifying 
official acknowledgment from the commodore 
of the station. 

After a few days' sail, the beautiful little 
island of Anno Bono appeared in sight, so named 
from having been discovered upon the first day 
of the year in which it became known. As 
soon as the Lynx entered the anchorage, she 
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was siirrounded by the canoes of the natives^ 
offering pine-apples^ tamarinds^ and casava, in 
exchange for anything but money, for which 
they had no earthly use ; a curious instance of 
indkerence to it presented itself; an officer 
wanted a basket of tamarinds, and produced a 
dollar in exchange for it, the native scouted the 
silver ; a new silk pocket handkerchief was th^i 
tendered, with similar want of success — an empty 
wine bottle was then exhibited, which was seized 
with gladness, and the tamarinds, weighing 
sixteen poimds, became the property of the 
officer, — so much for perseverance. 

Anno Bono is not more than three miles 
and a half in length, with an av^age breadth 
of perhaps one and a half; it is remark- 
able for having a circular lake of consider- 
able extent upon the summit of the highest 
land, the banks of which are clothed with 
timber, brush-wood, and the graceful palm 
tree, curving its long leaves to form a perfect 
shelter beneath. The situation of the island 
renders it comparatively healthy, being to the 
southward of the equator, and removed from 
the immediate influence of the coast of Africa. 
Anno Bono owes its present population to the 
fact of slaves having been sent there to cut 
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wood, and load BMps with it for the sugur 
maan&ctories at St. Thomas, the iiland which, 
until ruined b; the adoption of the Btazils, 
wp^ied Portugal with its augar ; some of these 
slaves deserted, and the censequenee is that at 
this day there are probably about three thousand 
souls resiiliog there in the most primitive 
manner imaginable in mo«t of tkeix habits, with 
a mixture of a Bant glimmering of their spiritual 
exiateoce. 

The scenery is lovely, and were the natives 
instructed in the C(«amonest principle b of 
agriculture, the produce, even of this small 
place, might be found valuable, for there is 
every indication of great fertility of soil ; inde- 
pendently of which, already a considerable 
quantity of palm and other oil might be ob- 
tained, by inducing the natives to bring in the 
&uit and exchange it, as were the tamarinds, 
for empty bottles. Indian com, ground nuts, 
and indeed any tropical production might be 
successfully cultivated here by the natives, and 
they would probably adc^t cultivation, to a 
certain e^ent, were they shown its utility and 
advantages, being so eager to obtain European 
products. There is a small hut set apart as a 
chapel, in which some a 
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observances of the Roman faith may be recog- 
nized ; but here^ in the hands of the untutored 
African^ the emblems of this faith can hardly 
be considered even as imitations of that tawdry 
style which so often confounds veneration with 
frivolity, to use a gentle expression, in the 
Romish church. But it is gra^ying to reflect, 
that although this island has probably not re- 
ceived the most remote addition to its population 
by emigration since the days of the celebrated 
Portuguese minister, the Marquis De Pombal, 
and although then, none but runaway slaves 
located themselves there, yet, still a sense of 
responsibility tcf some Great Power, beyond 
this world, is found to force its way through 
every obstacle, and maintain a place in minds 
which although they had been removed from 
Pagan worship when seized for slaves, had not 
in that latter capacity any opportunity of doing 
more than enter a Romish chapel, and that 
probably by stealth, or from a motive of curi- 
osity. Bat even the seed so furtively scattered, 
cannot lose its eternal principle of life ; and 
probably now, like many a lovely flower, pres- 
sed down, mean and paltry in aspect, it may 
some day flourish in richest colours under the 
culture of that hand which never errs. 
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The fear of being carried away from the 
island^ still haunts the minds of the population, 
and it has no doubt been transmitted from the 
time of the original direction of the slaves sent 
from St. Thomas' ; although it is muchmodified, 
there is a decided apprehension of danger when 
a vessel arrives, and probably not a canoe 
would go off to any ship under the Spanish, or 
Portuguese flag, colours with which they are 
acquainted. There is more confidence con- 
ceded to the ensign of England, although even 
that flag is not looked upon without caution; 
when the officers of the Lynx landed to walk 
about the island, a crowd of men,, women, and 
children followed at about thirty yards, all of 
them in exceeding good hiunour, though if any 
of the white men but turned upon them a 
glance, away they ran like so many frightened 
sheep. 

The process of making a king of Anno Bono, 
has originality perhaps, if nothing else to re- 
commend it. The tenure of this high authority, 
depends upon the arrival of a certain number 
of vessels in the anchorage ; that number is 
ten, and the day upon which the tenth vessel 
leaves the place, sees him divested of 
royal distinction, which however, only oo 
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in the privilege of being ike first beggar: 
another king is then elected^ who^ in the 
same manner holds the office; — «o here is a 
precedent for an elective monarchy^ should any 
of our dissatisfied continental neighbours be in 
search of such a thing. It often happens 
that the office of king remains ve&fted for 
years in the same person^ eo tmfi'eqoently is 
the island visited ; in which case^ His Majesty 
strolls about the beach^ in a very primitive 
and unassuming abandonment of dress and 
style. 

When the Lynx anchored, all the canoes 
which had collected about her made way for 
one that was approaching paddled by two 
blacks, one at each end ; it came alongside at 
once, when the man at the stem stood up, and 
pointing to the English flag which was flying, 
exclaimed, *^flag true?" on being answered 
in the affirmative, the canoe was made fast, 
and both of the men came on board, one of 
them carrying under his arm a sucking pig, 
the nose of which he tightly grasped, whose 
condition seemed to argue extreme poverty on 
the part of its mother; the bearer of this 
animal was the king himself, who presented 
the creature to the commander in expectation 
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of laying the foundation of a fertife course of 
begging. 

A present offered by the hands of royalty 
itself cottld not be refused ; although on board 
the Lynx no lire pigs were permitted the 
pleasiure of sailing, therefore it was hastily 
transferred to the hands of an executioner, 
for the maker of the law could, not with 
consistency break them also. The person 
by whom his majesty had been assisted in 
paddling off the canoe, was ili^ head of the 
church in Anno Bono, whose clerical duties 
seemed to be confined to deansing the floor of 
the chapel hut from dust, and keeping a candle 
or two, if he could obtain as many, ready for 
lighting upon a rickety table which stood 
against one of the walls inside. The king and 
his companion, w^re unostentatiously, mdeed 
very scantily habited, but with much composure 
descended to the cabin, wh^e they were each 
regaled with some ration biscuit and a wine 
glass of rum, that being the liquor which they 
mutually preferred; his majesty observing 
himself in a looking glass which hung against 
the bulkhead, gave great synptoms of pleasure 
on seeing that coimtenance, the aha 
features probably up to that 1h 
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a stranger to him ; he stroked his chin^ and 
patted his cheeks^ examined very minutely a 
good set of teeth — ^but on a sudden as if sus- 
pecting a trick, he seized the glass and dashed 
his hand behind it, satisfied that he should 
grasp some one appointed to mock him ; having 
however thus settled this doubt, he returned to 
the consideration of his personal appearance as 
steadily as before. 

The next exhibition for the royal visitor was 
the lucifer match; placing a piece of sand- 
paper between the folds of an old newspaper, 
the match was suddenly lighted, but nothing 
less than touching the flame, could convince 
the royal mind that he saw actual fire; he 
requested a repetition of the performance, 
which was of course complied with; then 
asking in his best English, to be allowed a 
trial himself, the newspaper was given to him 
without the sand-paper, this having been 
secretly withdrawn; His Majesty drew the 
match through the paper time after time, but 
of course failed to produce fire, at which, 
the royal mind became much incensed, and he 
declared white man to be ^' devils," who could 
do what they liked with black man, and every 
thing else. With reference to the acquisition 
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of property, the royal desires were not of a 
lofty order according to our standard of suitable 
presents : he was pleased to express himself 
highly gratified upon receiving a red night-cap, 
a flannel waistcoat, a pocket handkerchief, and 
three empty wine bottles, the latter of which 
selection, he gave to his reverend companion to 
carry, and then rolling up the others, he 
placed them where he had carried the pig, and 
leaving the cabin, stepped into his canoe : the 
other lingered to solicit the remains of two wax 
candles, which were in the sticks on each side 
of the glass, these were refused by the comman- 
der as being unworthy, and two fresh ones from 
the candle box, were presented, with which, 
and the empty bottles, the priestly gentleman 
hastily trotted away, and gaining his seat in the 
canoe, the royal, and reverend paddle being 
each powerfully and expertly plied, they were 
soon again on shore, where. His Majesty, upon 
the beach, displayed the presents he had re- 
ceived, to the admiring gaze of a large portion 
of his subjects. 

The trade with the canoes now commenced, 
and in a short time, there was hardly an 
empty bottle in the Lynx, so great was the 
demand for them; basins, and every thing of 
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that genus were eagerly sought^ but unhappily, 
the merchandize they brought was soon ex- 
hausted^ many of the canoes having come off 
with not more than two or three pines, or as 
many cassavas ; and though others came^ yet the 
period for sailing having arrived, the anchor 
was got up, and sail made for the island of 
Ascension. 

While upon the passage to that island, one 
morning a large ship was descried as &r to 
windward as she could be within sight, 
standing under a press of sail to the soudi^east, 
chase was immediately given, and hopes were 
entertained that before sunset the Lynx would 
be in possession of a noble slaver, for her 
apparent size justified the supposition that she 
was one of those large vessels fitted out 
expressly to fight their way off the coast when 
laden with slaves. The Lynx had the ad- 
vantage in sailing, and by noon the ship had 
been very materially neared, but the hopes of 
her being a fighting slaver were in proportion 
lessened; although she evidently was a well 
appointed ship, yet certain indications in the 
shape of her sails proclaimed her avocations to 
be of a mercantile and legitimate order. By 
four o'clock the stranger's hull could be seen. 
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and as there were yet three hours of daylight, 
to be succeeded by a full moon, it was manifest 
that during the night, if not before, that the 
Lynx would be alongside of him ; this opinion 
appeared to prevail also on board the ship, for 
on a sudden she bore up, squared her yards, 
and came down, steering directly for the Lynx, 
the latter vessel then working up to her by 
short tacks. 

As she closed, her decks were seen to be 
crowded with black men, who were sitting about 
on the booms, and indeed every where ; could 
it be that she really intended to contest the 
possession, and handsomely determined to do so 
before the night had set in ? that appeared the 
inference> and the English ensign was hoisted, 
a gun being fired at the same time, upon which 
the stranger displayed the flag of Holland, still 
coming on very unconcernedly; although the 
Lynx was fully prepared for action, and her 
guns, two pivot eighteen pounders, primed, and 
trained upon the approaching ship, yet no 
symptom of an intention either to offend or 
defend was visible on board the Dutchman ; the 
vessel came steadily on apparently confident in 
the legality of her actions, and presently hove 
to close to the Lynx, lowering a boat at the 

o 3 
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same time ; the Lynx was also lying to, and 
had dispatched a boat with an officer to 
examine the vessel which had already done so 
much to facilitate that object. 

An officer, by his dress belonging to the 
army of Holland, was seen to descend the 
stranger's side, and taking his seat in the boat, 
she was pushed off, and directed her course for 
the Lynx; reaching the side, a gentlemanlike 
young man stepped on board, and saluting the 
commander as they mutually adyanced towards 
each other, he presented some papers for 
examination, observing that as he saw the 
vessel chasing was an English cruiser and 
would overtake his own during the night, he 
deemed it most judicious to allow a meeting by 
daylight, and thereby remove the chances of an 
untoward collision; he then produced his 
commission which showed him to be an officer 
in the Dutch army, and the orders under which 
he was acting on board the vessel now lying by 
the Lynx, which was a transport, conveying 
recruits to Java, under the following circum- 
stances. The transport in question had her 
orders to proceed to the Dutch settlement of 
Elmina, on the west coast of Africa, where she 
would take on board about four hundred 
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negroes^ all of whom had been sent down to 
Elmina by the king of Ashantee^ under the 
character of persons consenting to emigrate to 
Java in the service of the king of Holland ; for 
each of these men the king of Ashantee had 
received from that power, merchandize to the 
reputed amount of a doubloon, but which in 
reality was worth at most two pounds; this 
money, or merchandize was to be retained by 
the king of Ashantee for the benefit and use of 
the " wives and families " of the emigrants, 
who had been embarked for Java, ostensibly as 
men impelled by a thirst for glory and military 
renown into the Dutch military service. 

This fact is carefully detailed because much 
has been urged about conveying negro 
"emigrants'* to the West Indies from any 
part of the coast of Africa by an arrangement 
of a similar description with the chief of the 
district from which they were to be embarked ; 
there can be no doubt but that the Dutch 
government cleverly evaded the slave trade 
treaty in this instance, for it is absurd to argue 
for a moment that the sum paid to the king of 
Ashantee was ever laid out upon the "wives 
and families " of men who had been torn from 
their connections, if they had them, far from 
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the Ashantee country, for the AMcan chief 
nerer dells his own people, he only sells aliens ; 
and having been so torn away, were made 
slaves of, then sold to Holland nndet th^ 
saving term of '' emigrants ; " and this system 
would prevail throughout the whole line of 
coast was it once allowed to be legal, con- 
sequently the slave trade would be renewed in 
its original shape, but carried on under the 
cloak of "emigration." While upon this 
subject, it may be Inentioned that the author 
of these pages gave evidentee of the before 
mentioned case, when examined by the " sugar 
and coffee planting committee " of the House 
of Commons, presided over by the late Lord 
George Bentinck, in 1848; but for some 
unexplained reasons, that evidence has never 
appeared in any of the repoi'ts presented by the 
committee and subsequently published. Much 
information as that committee obtained, much 
more of a very valuable nature could have been 
elicited, but for the apparent anxiety in some 
directions to extract that which tended to 
advocate peculiar views relating to the general 
admission of African emigration, and by pro- 
curing the native in a similar manner jfrom the 
chiefs; and it might also easily have been 
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shown how the vote of £500,000 might, 
without the least risk, have been most advan- 
tageously applied to the use of those colonies, 
leaving them untrammelled by any of the 
absurd stipulations insisted upon by the 
minister of state, then and now presiding over 
the colonies; stipulations, which at once be- 
trayed in the government either infidelity of 
intention— or otherwise a gross and disqualify- 
ing want of practical knowledge in the minister 
for the colonies. All the formalities of 
examination having been fireely admitted, both 
vessels prosecuted their respective voyages; 
the Dutchman with his *' emigrants" for 
Java — the Lynx for the island of Ascension, 
where, in the course of a week, she anchored. 
How changed is the appearance of this island 
since its first occupation in 1816, when it was 
also visited by the author, the description of 
which may be remembered by some few who 
have gratified him, if not themselves by a 
perusal of the " Memoirs of Peregrine Scram- 
ble ;" then a few sails formed into a tent, and a 
cave on the side of one of the mountains were 
the only residences ; these were occupied by a 
lieut. of the Royal Navy, three mids, a ser- 
geants' party of marines, and a boats' crew ; 
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the provisions and even water for whom were 
supplied from ships of war. Probably at that 
time the island was occupied solely with a view 
of preventing any nation establishing her influ- 
ence near St. Helena while Napoleon remained 
there. In a short time however Ascension was 
found to be invaluable as a convalescent station 
for the vessels of war employed on the west coast 
of Africa, from which destructive climate they 
retired to the invigorating temperature of the 
mountains at Ascension, on one of which, rising 
to an elevation which renders it visible at fifty 
miles distant, a convalescent station has been 
established. 

The aspect of this island is, so far as regards 
buildings, totally changed ; a long line of well- 
constructed quarters form the officers' residences 
and mess rooms ; separate residences have been 
erected for the accommodation of the command- 
ant who now is a naval officer, and whose ship 
remains at an anchor, as guard and store ship 
in the roads. Two hundred marines occupy 
barracks admirably built; the "town" surroimds 
a spacious square; two hospitals are replete 
yviih. every arrangement necessary for the sick 
or wounded ; in a church the prayers of the 
church of England axe offered up ; a garrison 
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chaplain has been appointed^ and an extremely 
well built fort armed with heavy cannon, well 
protects the anchorage. The ships of the African 
squadron resort there for their supplies of all 
descriptions, which are now in abundance to be^ 
obtained ; and even water has been secured in 
sufficient quantity to remove all fear of depri- 
ation of that indispensable necessary of life. 
Vessels touching at the island, and ships of war 
are indeed now supplied with water from the 
resources of Ascension, if in want of it ; so 
much has been done by industriously noticing 
the course of the moisture that is left by the 
cloud intercepted in its passage by the summit 
of the " green mountain," which acccumulating 
forms into a drop, and is directed ultimately 
by an arrangement of slates, or any thing of 
that kind into tanks prepared to receive it, and 
in this manner some thousand tons of water 
have been literally, drop by drop, secured upon 
the island. The mountain tank is the primary, 
reservoir, and from it iron pipes are laid, which 
in their descending and circuitous rout traverse 
a distance of seven miles, communicate with 
other tanks, then passing on enter those con- 
structed immediately about the "Town," and 
from thence again to the head of a pier, from 

o 5 
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whence the boats of the ships fill their casks. 
It is beautiful to observe how every favourable 
circumstance, even the formation and position 
of rocks, localities, and occurrences have each 
in turn been made to assist in bringing this 
island from its original arid and desert state, 
to a condition of Vast utility as a station, 
although not to a capability of producing any 
thing beyond an inconsiderable amount of 
vegetables upon the summit of the ^' green moun- 
tain," where, perhaps now thirty acres may be 
found available for cultivation. The total absence 
of rain is an obstacle which cannot be over- 
come, and although moisture may be induced 
by planting, yet it is manifest that centuries 
must elapse before, by that process, any very 
material alteration could be ejffected in the 
face of the island, small as it is ; but it is 
equally manifest that if vegetation could ever 
be made to cover the surface of the place, then 
Ascension would no longer be the station of 
health which it now is ; with an average tem- 
perature of 84°, a luxuriant vegetation would 
spring up, wither, and decay, producing the 
fever so well known in every tropical locality ; 
however, this change will never take place 
upon Ascension, so long as nature so sparingly 
supplies it with moisture. 
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If however the island cannot be made to 
produce forests, and vegetation of a lesser 
degree, there can be no doubt but that when- 
ever their Lordships of the Admiralty may 
please to be more liberal, and allow mercantile 
enterprise to operate upon Ascension, it will 
soon be the means of transferring from Portu- 
gal to England, a large portion of a very 
extensive and lucrative trade, which is in itself 
so apparent, that one can only wonder why 
the Government have not, a long time ago, 
availed itself of the opportunity, by allowing, 
as has been proposed to it, a company to form 
itself for carrying on its views there ; but a 
British subject, in these days of ** liberality ^^^ 
is the last person who can expect either en- 
couragement or protection from his government. 

Ascension, producing nothing, if its only 
and staple article, turtle, is excepted, must 
of course depend upon other parts for its 
supplies, which being brought from England, 
the Cape of Good Hope, and some little from 
the coast of Africa, are necessarily sold at a 
very high rate, more especially as there is 
no competition for the single storekeeper, 
as a general salesman is called, to contend with; 
he has the advantage of *' buying in the cheap- 
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est and selling in the dearest market^" that 
is he has a monopoly, which is hard upon the 
crews of those ships coming from the coast of 
Africa to recruit, as they are from necessity 
forced to accept the terms or suhmit to great 
deprivations. This might easily be obviated, 
and it would amply remunerate any person 
of mercantile connections on this coast, to send 
an old vessel to Ascension, moor her in the 
roads, and supply her constantly with all 
articles of consumption in demand, through 
the medium of a small vessel, which might 
then bring back a cargo of palm oil, &c., from 
the coast of Africa. 

It is however very questionable whether 
or not the money and industry which has 
been employed to make this island a species 
of dockyard and military port combined, has 
been founded in good judgment, for it is 
very clear that the moment the squadron now 
operating to little purpose against the slave 
trade is withdrawn, or even diminished to 
any extent, the use of the island will almost 
entirely cease; nothing will carry ships to it 
on their outward bound voyages, and curiosity, 
or the desire to obtain a few turtle, will be 
the only inducement for ships to visit it which 
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have but a very short time before left either 
the Cape of Good Hope, or the larger and 
well supplied station of St. Helena, but a few 
days sail from Ascension. When, from official 
returns, it is known that in the year 1846, 
before slave grown sugar was admitted into 
England from Cuba, the Brazils, and places 
of minor consideration, there were but 23,300 
slaves landed in those territories from Africa, 
and that only 3519 were captured and enfran- 
chised by the British squadron, — and farther, 
that in 1846, when slave grown sugar was 
admitted into England, 60,800 slaves were 
landed in Cuba and the Brazils, but only 2788 
were captured and enfranchised, — and in 1847, 
71,400 were landed in the same places, and 
but 3967 enfranchised — ^it is manifest, that to 
keep up a squadron for the purpose of sup- 
pressing the slave trade is a monotonous and 
idle absurdity. When the British government 
abandoned the restrictions it had laid upon 
slave grown produce, it repudiated virtually 
all its former professions of compassion for 
the negro, it bartered its boasted humane 
feelings for a depression in the price of sugar, 
and in doing so opened the high roads of the 
boundless ocean to the passage and operations 
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of those men, whose pursuits that goyemment 
had stigmatized as the most unprincipled and 
atrocious of human beings^ — charging, at the 
same time the British pubUc with an enormous 
annual expenditure, to support the employnient 
of a large squadron, as a police force, to prevent 
the very infamy that the admission of slave 
grown produce had so successfully stimulated. 
This probably will soon be seen through, and 
then, when England shall have shaken off the 
first feelings of shame, she will come boldly- 
forward, and declare, that having done her 
utmost to suppress the slave trade, she found 
herself unequal to the task, and therefore she 
retreats from further efforts in the cause, allows 
the transportation of negroes^ without a sigh, 
and finds no difference in the taste of sugar, 
whether it be brought from her own pos- 
sessions, produced by the labour of free men, 
or whether it be obtained from foreign terri- 
tories, where the negro has been at an early 
period of life, by thousands, worked to death, 
in manufacturing it, upon the same principle 
{US is an omnibus horse. The squadron will then 
probably and sensibly be withdrawn, and 
Ascension with its barracks, hospitals, fortifi- 
cations, and church, will become of no earthly 
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use, unless it is given up to the only object 
for which nature seems to have placed it where 
it stands, and a purpose to which long ago 
it ought to have been consigned, — the board 
of trade, the admiralty, and the impracticable 
colonial office each having been applied to upon 
the subject, but probably there is too much 
venerable theory in each, to allow of the 
entrance of a practical suggestion. 

The anchorage at Ascension is formed by 
an indenture on the north west side; a fine 
sandy beach forms the base, and terminates at 
each end in rude and pointed rocks, which 
have been given the name of ^^climpers." 
To the eastward these rocks have a very curious 
appearance; they are entirely volcanic, much 
of the surface is vitrified, the points are 
extremely sharp, and they stand separated from 
each other, the space between being often a 
depth of eight or ten feet deep, with a breadth 
of only one or two ; of course it would be a 
dangerous experiment to walk amongst these 
^' climpers*' by night, although a path through 
them, rather than over them, has been fashioned. 
They were the cause of great anxiety on an 
occasion, when a French merchant-ship touched 
at the island, having passengers on board from 
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the Isle of France; these, with the captain, 
were invited to dine with the officers of the 
garrison, amongst whom was one of an 
especially convivial temperament : secluded as 
Ascension is from common intercourse with 
the world, such changes in the society, though 
but for a brief period, are highly enjoyed, and 
in this instance, the table was not left till a 
brilliant moon shone out in all its apparent, 
approving loveliness, and the stillest of nights 
invited the party to ramble amongst, (strange to 
say) the '* climpers ;" the path through them was 
scarcely wide enough for some of the party, 
with whom the climate and pursuits of Ascen- 
sion had agreed extremely well, under the 
influence of which they had assumed a ruddy 
glow of health in the countenance, and an 
expansion that might have been envied by a 
turtle fed alderman. One of these feeling 
himself considerably inconvenienced by the 
narrow limits of the path, determined, in a 
moment of heroism, to assume a bolder flight, 
and resolutely mounted upon the rugged face 
of the climpers, passing himself from one 
to another with great dexterity, in spite of 
the united entreaties of the remainder of the 
party to desist from any farther display of his 



ASCENSION AND THE CAPE. 805 

prowess, and of the remark of a French gen- 
tleman, who exclaimed, ^' that is no place for 
anything but a goat," — not altogether an 
unhappy remark, as the officer whose peculiar 
tact in traversing the rough and dangerous 
ground, was a purely good native of the prin- 
cipality famed for those animals. 

In a short time he became fatigued, and said 
that he would return home, and prepare a sup- 
per for the whole, at his quarters, when one of 
the party carefully noticing his progress till he 
was conceived to be in safety, he was left to his 
own guidance. 

After a ramble of an hour or two, every one 
returned to the quarters of the gallant officer 
who had already so distinguished himself by 
surmounting the difficulties of the ^^climpers;" 
he was married, and at the door stood his lady, 
to welcome us all back. His feats were told, 
and he was enquired for by every one — but, 
painful to state, he had not arrived at home — 
no one of his house knew of his proceedings 
since he had left it with the rest — the person 
who had been entrusted with the observation of 
his homeward course across the " climpers," 
declared that he had seen his charge safely 
beyond their limits, and that he was, when last 
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seen, upon the sandy path leading to his own 
quarters. The appalHng conclusion was, that 
he had returned again to encounter the '^clim- 
pers," and had fallen between them ! It is 
needless to say the feeling of consternation 
which prevailed, and more especially within his 
own doors, for never was a fsither more de- 
servedly loved by his family, than was the 
object who had now created such general 
anxiety. 

The commandant, a captain in the Boyal 
Marines, was a man possessing a cool head, and 
a heart never surpassed in warmth and benevo- 
lence—poor fellow— he, after having made 
thousands happy during his command of the 
island, at length found his grave there, and 
none have had more cause to regret this 
excellent officer, talented and good man, than 
have the officers of the Royal Navy, who 
sailed in the A&ican squadron, and to whom he 
unreservedly extended the kindest hospitality, 
and most generous attention to their numerous 
wants. 

He felt that not a moment was to be lost in 
commencing a search for his missing brother in 
arms, and instantly turned out the whole garri- 
son, to whom being assembled, he briefly 
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stated the object to he had in view^ then 
telling off the respective parties^ each was 
dispatched to examine every portion and cre- 
vice of the ground over which, it was possible 
for the absent person to have scrambled^ and^ 
as he had been dressed in white, so it was 
hoped that his discovery would be facilitated 
by the contrast to the dark brown aspect of 
the ^' climpers." Drums were beat at inter- 
vals, muskets were fired, horns were sounded, 
and after each a dead pause to listen for an 
answer. It was in vain— the '^ climpers" gave 
back no sound, but the flap of the long wing 
of the sea bird, as it rose startled from its 
roosting place. The several parties returned 
disheartened and in sorrow ; he for whom they 
searched was loved in the garrison, as he was 
in his home; though an officer, and a strict 
one, the men felt that he was as one of them ; 
a man with whom no one could trifle, but with 
whom, their interests were his constant consi- 
deration : and this feeling pervades the invaluable 
corps of the Royal Marines more prominently 
perhaps than in any service under the crown ; it is 
the cause of their imanimity, their fidelity, and 
devotion to the requirements of the service 
which they have embraced, and which year 
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after year they have wreathed with fresh 
laurels. But to return — every one thought but 
of the afficting sight which his mangled remains 
would present when found — and others of the 
sad and melancholy line, which with reversed 
arms, and every emblem of sorrow, would 
follow them to the untimely grave. The family, 
which consisted of young children, had long 
before been wrapped in sleep, but the wife — 
how shall her feelings be pourtrayed? now 
weeping over, as she feared, her fatherless 
flock — now rushing forwards to hear the report 
of some one just come in from the search — 
then falling back in despair as she only heard 
that no trace of her husband had been dis- 
covered. 

Unwillingly the search was abandoned for 
the time, the men were dismissed to their 
quarters, and the garrison was again quiet, 
excepting that parties of two and three were 
observed to be voluntarily again renewing 
their efforts to find the missing officer ; those 
who were his companions in society, instead 
of retiring to their own rooms, strolled mourn- 
fully about, waiting the day-light hour, and 
one or two were resting themselves upon the 
raised edge of the large square covered tank. 
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which was situated but a few yards from the 
quarters where all was intense anxiety. One 
of these was a very stout French gentleman, 
who with the commandant had taken up his 
seat there, and were silently dreading what the 
morning might reveal ; the Frenchman became 
sleepy, and gradually inclined himself back- 
wards, and in a few minutes was in a deep 
sleep, when on a sudden the commandant heard 
behind him a heavy gutteral muttering, and 
almost at the same time a movement accom- 
panied by an exclamation of — *^ who the d — 1 
is this making me into a feather bed?" Up 
started the French gentleman, and to the 
surprise, as well as delight of the commandant, 
up started also the very man in search of whom, 
the whole garrison had been for hours peer- 
ing amongst the ^^ climpers," — the news of 
his safety was cautiously conveyed to his wife, 
and he was joyfully deposited in her care, 
without further ceremony. 

The short history of all this is as follows — 
when the gallant officer had capered about the 
climpers sufficiently to fatigue himself, it has 
been stated that he left the party to return 
home, watched to a point of safety by one of 
his friends who then left him — on passing by 
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changing till it becomes a light green in the 
shallower water^ but still transparent. At half 
a mile, and sometimes much farther, the crest 
of the roller begins to vibrate with a rapid 
trembling motion; the force of the opposing 
trade wind, which at these times are always 
strongest, then lifts along the whole height of 
the roller a light spray, carrying it in the 
whitest foam many feet into the air, and giving 
to the wave the exact appearance of being, from 
point to point, crested with a gigantic plume of 
stiU more gigantic ostrich feathers; nothing 
can exceed the gracefulness with which this 
spray is curved backwards by the wind, and 
which continues till the stupendous mass of 
water hurls itself upon the sandy beach, and as 
it does so literally shakes the cottage of the 
commandant, standing on the small mountain 
called ^' cross hill," from bearing a cross on its 
summit. 

At this period of the rollers, it is impossible 
without danger to go on the pier, over which, 
although considerably elevated, they dash with 
incredible violence. The author, one evening, 
when the rollers were threatening to advance 
in all their grandeur, walked with the com- 
mandant, Capt. Bate, to the pier head : the 
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rollers were rapidly increasing in bulk, and 
after having viewed them for a time, they both 
retired slowly up the pier, on which was a 
stack of anchors, of all sizes, secured to a 
strong oak railing, as in the dockyards ; they 
had hardly passed these, and reached the 
higher ground, when a terrific roller was 
seen hurrying itself along — it broke over the 
rocks, placed before the coast of the island, 
like picquets before an army, onward it came 
in its impetuous course, roaring and foaming, 
dashed over the pier, and striking with in- 
conceivable force the stack of anchors, 
levelled every one of them with the ground. 
Had not the commandant with his companion 
providentially retreated, nothing could have 
saved them ; they would have been swept away 
and probably never heard of more — some one 
would have said, "v^hen last seen they were 
on the pier " — and the conclusion would have 
followed. There is no danger for shipping 
whatever, in the anchorage at this time, for 
if the tending of the roller is to force the 
vessel on shore, the effort is amply counter- 
acted by the wind, which always keeps her 
back : the rollers however, give to the vessel a 
most unpleasant motion, coming up, as they 

VOL I. P 



S14 ASCEKSIOlf AKB THB CAPS. 

do under the Btem in quick Buccestion, and 
Buck is their height^ that when standing eren 
on the pier head^ elevated perhaps neady 
twenty feet (speaking from memory^) the IraU 
of the vessel commanded- by the aothoc> 
iJlhoUgh not more than half a mile distant, 
frequently could not be seen, as she sat in. the 
hidlow between the rollers ; of course «t such 
tittles, all communication ^with the shore is 
suspended, but it is not otb&x during the year 
that the island has to witness this very grand, 
and eyisn awful natural phenomenon^ i'^ 



— — — Having completed the service for whidi 
the l/ynx was ordered to Ascension, the anchor 
was weighed, and sail made for the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

The day of arrival there was the extreme 
of coaiti^tst to the climate she had left but a 
short time before ; the morning had been cold, 
raw, and cloudy; dense white clouds rolled 
heavily along the sides, and hung upon the 
summit of the mountains about the Cape ; an 
unusual swell agitated the vast expanse of 
ocean surrounding the vessel, and the wind 
continued rapidly to increase; at present it 
was fsdr for rounding the Cape, but once round, 
it would be a dead beat up to the anchorage 
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in Simon's bay^ where the. flag of the admiral 
ira8%ingp. , It %as a xx^atleir of Ootisequence 
to reach the baj^ if poedbl^* that eyening^ be- 
cause at Avcaaaion bq more proyisiQiis ha|^ \ieen 
pat on board the Upix than wotild last for die 
time it was calcula^ the voyage would 
occupy^ andith^,a:often: happened that vessels 
so situated faaivd been blown off by these giles, 
and left Sea weeks at sea und^ sev^ere pri- 
rations^ not' under a. very fair promise of 
suffering still n8>re from, absolute starvation. 
Sail was accordingly ccrriedt upon the Lyme to 
force Jorward as ixnwilling a hull, as ever 
disfigured the navy of England ; she had been 
a *^ten gun brig/* but was now cut down, to 
carry a long eighteen pounder pn k -pivot 
amidships, and was then called uppti to. com- 
pete in sailing with the clipper built .slavers 
upon the coast of Africa, than whii^h nothing 
could have been more absurd in theo^ or 
in practice^ so long as the wind was fair; these 
vessels ran well enough, they would always 
readily go to leeward — but when it became 
necessary to haul round the Ca|>e, bring her to 
the wind, and encounter the high sea which 
lashed about her bows in False bay, then she 
did little more than pitch up and down in the 

p 8 
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same place for minutes together, according to 
the established plan inveterately attached to 
the build of these vessels, which happily for 
the navy, and for seamen in general, has been 
extirpated by the introduction of the models of 
Hayes, Symonds, White, and other more 
modern designers. 

Immediately the Cape was rounded the gale 
came down in its fall strength, but the land 
being close to windward the water was as yet 
smooth ; the courses, and topsails were reduced 
to their smallest compass, and the lighter spars 
sent on deck, even the long gun had been 
dismounted and placed below, to remove as 
much as possible the weight from above, and 
thereby render the miserable craft less incapa- 
ble of carrying her sail; lastly the two chain 
cables were shackled together, the commander 
determining rather to anchor in the deep 
water, and rocky bottom of False bay, than 
be driven to sea without having used every 
endeavour to avert such an evil, with hunger 
in the perspective. 

As the vessel reached off the land, the sea 
became more sensibly felt, and the progress 
proportionably diminished; in the centre of 
False bay there is a rocky patch, with but a 
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few fathoms of water upon it, and one rock of 
this shoal stands upright in a conical shape, 
the point of which has but ten feet water over 
it ; this is just in the way of ships beating up 
for Simons' bay, and as the Lynx drew eleven 
feet of water it was a danger carrying with it 
considerable importance. Although in fine 
weather, when the marks can be seen, there 
would be no excuse for blundering upon this 
shoal, yet it might, with little diflGlculty be 
struck upon in such a day as this in which 
the Lynx was condemned to buffet about in its 
neighbourhood; for amongst other varieties a 
snow storm came on, completely hiding every 
thing from view, and fearfully astonishing the 
Kroomen, not one of whom had ever before 
been away from the coast farther than the 
island of Ascension. In spite of the cold, which 
of course they bitterly felt, they were surprised 
and amused with the snow which accumulated 
in little heaps about the bulwarks, where it had 
been driven by the current of wind — collecting 
a handful one of them came up asking ^^ Cappee, 
what ting live here — me no look him one 
time " — then, when it dissolved, and they found 
only water in their hands, they declared — 
*^ blackman can't sabbee white man's country — 
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kim too hard ^-^and vringi]^ their cold httndl^ 
they gave up' the thing as an inrpracticable 
investigation. 

The win^^ though fiercely blowings graduallif 
drW round ft6m thef north toirardi^ the west^ 
BO th^tt the Ljnx Inade a bettto cottrse, than' at 
first, towards the bay ^ere the flag was 
fiying i suddenly it deared up, and from the 
bearings of the land, it -appeared that in a 
moment the Lynx would be going over the 
dioai, upon 'Which howeveif ^ there was sufficient 
water for her. unless she contrived to strike 
the solitary pointed rock whibh it was known 
so dangerously stood up about the centre. AQ 
round this shbal tlie water- is very deep, there- 
fore the hand lead, which had been all the 
time goings wotdd only give the pleasing 
assurance of being updnit; for in no other patt 
could it re&h the bottom-^^ahd just as one of 
thd officer^, Johns, had with the tommander 
decided upon the chart the position of the 
Lynx with reference to the shoal, the leadsman 
called out " half eight ^^ — an intimation that 
confirmed the accuracy with which the locality 
of tfiis diiger had b^en laid down, a^ weU as 
the correct manner in which the bearings had 
been taken by Johns, a confirmation which 
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hardly carried with it anything of a gratifying 
nature. It was now worse to alter the course in 
any direction than to go on — ^''half six,'* 
called out the leadsman, and the Lynx gave a 
heayier plunge in the short confused wave 
which ruffled itself oUr the shoal — fiye minutes 
would clear her of the shod, or clear her name 
from the navy list, so on she went( — the leads- 
man gavie yarioufl depths from six, to deyen 
iathoms^'-^when on ar sudden he cried out— 
** no botton Sir, with.the whole line'* — it was 
like a crimioaL zeceiying a respite, or rather 
a pardon-*the danger was passed, and many a 
breast glowed in iixe warmth of a sailor's 
silent gratitude Erovidence never works 
without an objectjT and. by being directed in 
safety over this dangerous shoal, it was dis- 
covered that the buoy which had been placed^ 
as a beacon to warn ships coming in, was 
washed away ; had this not been known, many 
a vessel might have been wrecked on their 
way up to Simons' bay. The wind continue 
ii^ to £iyour the Lynx, she anchored just in 
time for the commander to sit down to the 
dinner table of the Admiral, Sir Patrick 
Campbell, who had sent a boat for him with an 
invitation also. 
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It is superfluous to say anything of an 
officer, who, during a life passed in the Koyal 
Navy, was know as one of the most brilliant or- 
naments to that service, and more especially^ 
for the intrepid manner in which he brought 
out from Dunquerque roads, the ** Desired," 
a french forty-four gun frigate, which he car- 
ried by boarding her from a small sloop of 
war he then commanded, after a desperate 
conflict on the decks of the former. 

Sir Patrick was a distinguished disciplin- 
arian; just, as he was unbending, and with 
such an officer, there is always a gratification 
in serving. But if upon the quarter deck he 
displayed a severe reserve, and supreme sense 
of his commanding authority, combined with 
calmness, skill, and perception in the execution 
of every duty — in the dispensation of the hos- 
pitalities of his own residence, and in the 
kind aflfability with which he received the 
most subordinate, as well as the most elevated 
of those to whom he extended his notice, 
he gained from them not only the feeling of 
an officer thirsting after professional advance- 
ment, but also the desire to serve him, from 
a feeling of admiration and gratitude. Resolute 
and inflexible in the principles of his profession. 
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he was in the associations of his household^ 
mild, playful, and most endearing. He en- 
tertained an unmitigated horror of the slave 
trade^ and indeed of any oppression, but with 
reference to the former, there is something so 
characteristic in his reception of the letters 
presented to him by the commander of the 
Lynx, and explanatory of his proceedings, 
wants, &c., that it may be related. 

The commander had by a certain uncom- 
promising manner, and arbitrary system ob- 
served towards slavers, rather infringed an 
article in the treaty upon slavery mattersf 
which stipulates, that all persons on board 
these vessels shall be treated with moderation, 
forbearance, and so on. But it happened on 
many occasions, that the slavers gave an 
infinity of trouble to the cruisers, when they 
had no slaves on board, and were then not 
liable to capture, and often by sailing purposely 
in company with a laden vessel, mislead the 
cruiser, and enabled her friend to escape. One 
of them had so treated the Lynx, and the 
commander punished her, by exercising a 
summary severity, of which, the captain of 
the slaver threatened to complain to his go- 
vernment, therefore the former thought it 

p6 
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proper a6 cmce to represent his "pvoceediagB 
to his Admiral. In the course of the evening, 
thene lettem tmd sundry reports were read 
by feif Patrick, l^howas pleased to apprbre 
all irhieh related only to the Lynx, but took 
no notiee" 6t tfaatone whicb detailed the sharp 
practice ei^tended to the slayer; which the 
ceitMMt'nder observing, whm he ez^es^ed his 
gratification upon receiving so general an ap- 
pre^al, said,-^^'but Sir Patrick, there ia the 
letter about the slayer—*! truft yon will not 
think me yery blameable for the course I 
pursued krjrards her/* — 

Sir Patrick smiled and replied — ^**Aye, the 
slaver — ^I coidd not write to you approving 
of that, because an article of the treaty enjoins 
mildness towards all such vessels, and by 
your letter on that subject, I cannot discover 
much attention to that stipulation, therefore I 
have withheld any tiotice of it," — then with a 
peculiar expression of firmness, his fingers 
sharply tapping the table while he spoke. Sir 
Patrick continued, — "but I wish all the 
cruisers would act in the same manner," — 
and then turned ofi", laughing at the remem- 
brance of the event. The commander of the 
Lynx certainly felt no longer any uneasiness 
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npon the subject^ so far as it iavolved him 
with his admiral. 

The rigging of the Lynx haying been refit* 
ted^ painted, &c., on the passage between Anno 
Bono and Ascension, she could have gooe 
to sea immediately that suppU^ of stores and 
provisions had been , put on board, but ^Sir 
Patrick, always considerate as well as zealous, 
informed the commander that he should allow 
the Lynx to remain a fortnight in the ancbpr* 
1^, for the purpose of giving the officers 
and men a run on .$hore. 

Availing himself of this, the commander 
went to Cape Town, taking with him also 
the Kroomen, who were very desirous of seeing 
a " true" English town, as they were pleased 
to call that place, so with an officer of the 
military stationed in Simon's Bay, they rode 
forwards, accompanied by the Kroomen on 
foot, who ran, walked and skipped about the 
whole way, apparently delighted to be once 
again at perfect liberty on shore. On the 
way up, they stopped at the sign of the 
^* gentle shepherd of Salisbury plain," — ^the 
history of the assumption of which by the 
then host, is of some little interest. 

It appears that a lad named Henry Feck, 
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bad been in England entrusted by his uncle 
with the care of sheep, upon Salisbury plain, 
which occupation, brought to him nothing 
more than scanty fare, and the reversion of 
of his uncle's rather over-worn habiliments ; 
independantly of which, to use the words of 
Henry Peck, the said uncle— "had too much 
of the arbitrary in un,'* — circumstances which 
induced the nephew to abscond, and find his 
way out to the Cape of Good Hope. By this 
time he had grown up to man's estate, which, 
in his case, consisted in the possession of his 
own body, and, excepting his clothes, nothing 
elsej he was consequently trammelled by no 
necessity of considering the best method of 
applying the remnant of any property still 
attaching to the emigrant. His pursuits, 
though heretofore pastoral, were abandoned 
for those of the publican, in which cha- 
racter although he supplied his liquor in 
the most unlimited manner to his customers, 
yet he carefully abstained from it himself; it 
happened however that the extent of his 
business which was carried on, upon a lone 
and retired sandy heath, through which the 
main road ran, excited the attention of others 
of his calling, who discovered not only the 
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unlimited, but also> the unlicensed sale of his 
** spirituous liquors," and giving information, 
the authorities entrusted with the care of the 
revenue, fined and moreover imprisoned Henry 
Peck, upon his being convicted, in some 
heavy sum, and thereby reduced him to the 
original slate in which he entered the colony. 

Peck having paid the fine, and otherwise 
expiated his ofience, commenced business in 
the same house upon his friends aid, and a legal 
basis, a statement however much distrusted, 
when the feelings of the ofiicers of a gallant 
regiment then stationed in Cape Town were en- 
listed in his favor ; one of them, an officer gifted 
with a piquant sense of the humourous, under- 
took to decorate the sign board, and also to delin- 
eate in a succession of most ludicrous portraits 
painted in oil, what he decided to be the ances- 
try of Henry Peck, according to which that 
individual was descended from a gallant gentle- 
man who came with the conqueror to England ; 
these paintings ornamented the walls of the 
principal room in the small inn, having for its 
sign, a shepherd bearing beneath his le^ 
a lamb with a blue ribbon round its i 
right hand holding the crook, distind 
calling, and a tall spire rose '^ 
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the whole being intended as illustrative of the 
early life of *' the gentle shepherd of Salisbury 
Plain/* in whose countenance simplicity and 
cunning seemed contending for the supremacy. 
Farther fortune and higher honors awaited 
Peck, it seemed as if his high-born blood was 
rising in vindication of its origin, and was 
throwing from it the callings of lower life, by 
which it had been so long fettered ; the officers 
of the regiment before alluded to, be- 
friended the ** gentle shepherd" throughout his 
misfortunes, as his little wanderings from the 
laws touching the sale of "spiritous liquors" 
were termed ; and now determined to celebrate 
his restoration to business, by eating a dinner 
in the house. Notice of this having been sent 
to Peck, whose inn was a model of homely 
cleanliness, and good cookery, small as was its 
limits, and retired its locality, every thing was 
prepared for the reception of some twelve or 
fifteen officers of the regiment aforesaid, at the 

head of whom was Colonel, then Major G , 

now alas, no more ! — the best are early taken. 
Never was this saying more applicable than 

was it to Colonel G ; we step aside to give 

an anecdote of this excellent and generous 
hearted soldier. During the Kaffir war he was 
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with the regiment constantly engaged in de- 
face of the frontier^ and being an eager 
sportsman, in the less employed hours^ often 
indulged in rambUng with his companions in 
seach of game^ which at the Cape is represented 
by animalB, from the lion downwarda; iu oae 

of these excursions. Col. G and his friends 

found themselyea suddenly in presence of a 
strong body of Kaffirs^ who immediately com- 
menced an attack ; the officers being mounted 
and armed with rifles showed a front, and de- 
fended themselves so well, that the Kaffirs 
retreated in a hurried and disorderly state ; 
the officers followed them up, firing upon them 
as they came within range of the rifle ball. 

Colonel G was amongst the foremost in the 

pursuit, he had selected a Kaffir who appeared 
to be a chief, for his victim : the Colonel was 
a dead shot — he had stopped his horse, and 
fatally pointing the rifle, had covered his man- 
he continued so to hold it, while the Kaffir was 
running away at his utmost speed ; on a sudden, 
the Colonel threw the muzzle up, and laughing 
as he turned to a companion near him, ex- 
claimed — ^''by Jove, I cannot shoot the poor 
devil in his back !'* After this the chase was 
given up and they returned to the regiment. 
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The climate of the Cape for a long period of 
the year, presents, day after day, the loveliest 
of weather, and on one of these splendid 

mornings the barrack-yard of the regiment 

was enlivened with an unusual number of 
" turn outs," from the four in hand " drag " 
to the light tilbury; they were assembled 

beneath the quarters of Colonel G , in a 

few minutes the seats of each were filled, and 
they all started in procession for the sign of 
the '^ gentle shepherd of Salisbury plain,*' 
having to travel a distance of perhaps fourteen 
miles, which was soon overcome. 

Before arriving at the inn, the approach of 
the procession was announced by a flourish of 
horns and trumpets, assisted by the deep 
booming sound of a big drum, which had been 
slang up behind one of the carriages; Peck 
was on the alert, and as the first carriage 
stopped at his door, he doflFed his straw hat, 
and bent to the ground in acknowledgment of 
the kindness of his visitors. Carriage after 
carriage discharged its passengers, and after 
a few short enquiries after Mrs. and Miss Peck, 
both of whom were extremely popular in their 
avocation, the whole party were shown into 
a room where refreshing preparations awaited 
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them^ and having got rid of the dust of the 
journey, they adjourned to another, in which 
now the dinner was served, and where frowning 
in armour, or smiling over frothy pots of ale, 
the ancestral portraits of the Peck family 
graced the walls. 

When the feasting in its more solid character 
had given way to the lighter enticements of 
fruits and wine, it was suggested that some- 
thing better than the Cape wine would be 
agreeable: Peck was accordingly sent for, 
when he was asked if he knew of any such 
sherry as that for the sale of which he had 
been so unfortunate as to call down the anger 
of the Government. Peck looked exceedingly 
thoughtful, and turning his long lank hair 
about with his right hand, replied, after a con- 
siderable pause, and with an irresistible inno- 
cence of expression, " well now, I do think if 
I was to poak about in the dust o' the cellar 
like, I mought scrape out a bottle or two, 
gentlemen," — and he retired to investigate the 
regions to which his thoughts had been di- 
rected ; in a short time he returned with half 
a dozen bottles of the inimitable sherry, which 
were placed by the chair of the vice-president, 
and amidst the acclamations of the jovial 
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aasemblagt; Feck bowed hizoaelf out of the 
room ; upon a second search for sherry^ Peck 
was equally fortunate^ and it was now held 
by the party to be only proper to confer uftm 
Peck some mark of the approbation which was 
felt by them unanimously. 

A programe of an appropriate ceremony was 
therefore made out^ for the purpose of ushering 
in Peck to reoeire the acknowledgments of the 
gratification which they had derived from las 
exertions, and it took place in the following 
order, namely-«*otwo rows of empty wine bottles^ 
emblematic of Mr. Feck's present employ^ 
were drawn up, reaching from the door of the 
room where the officers had dined, to the 
elevated seat which had been formed for the 
occasion, by placing an easy chair upon the 
table, the whole centre of the room having been 
cleared for the occasion ; the tablecloth being 
now converted into drapery, was thrown over 
the chair, in which was seated Colonel G — — 
with his head covered, and by his side an 
officer, uncovered, held a drawn sword ; other 
officers, also uncovered, were ranged on either 
side about the throne of the colonel, and pre- 
sently the door was opened, when Mr. Feck 
was seen advancing, having beneath his arm a 
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cape sheep, to represent a lamb, in allusion to 
his eaiiy amusements on Salisbury plain ; he 
was supported by two officers, one on each 
side, and in this manner he now stood before 
the august presence of Colonel G— , who 
after having offered the assurance of the high 
gratification derived from their visit to the 
*' gentle shepherd," expressed himself as fully 
concurring in the opinion and wishes of the 
whole party, that some lasting mark of their 
sense of Mr. Peck's indefatigable endeavours to 
serve them, should be immediately conferred, 
and that he, and they all, trusted that such a 
course would be agreeable to Mr. Peck ; upoa 
which Mr. Peck replied with a very solemn 
aspect, that the colonel and gentlemen 
" mought" do what they liked, and that he 
hoped he should always be able to scrape out a 
bottle of sherry when ** any on em com*d his 
way;** Mr. Peck was Aen directed to kneel 

down, which he did, when Colonel G 

receiving the sword from its former bearer, laid 
it on the back of Mr. Peck, sajring, " rise up 
Sir Henry Peck,'* when he rose, and bowing 
retired ; and from that day the title of the " gen- 
tle shepherd" has been merged in that of Sir 
Henry ; afler this installation had taken place. 



i 
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the procession returned to the barracks of the 
— regiment, in high spirits and good humour. 

To return to the commander of the Lynx, 
and his companion. On passing Newlands they 
both turned in, the former to renew his 
acquaintance with a place where years before 
he had passed, perhaps, the happiest period^of 
his life; then Newlands, the country seat of 
the govenor. Lord Charles Somerset, presented 
a scene of beauty which few places could 
exceed: every thing about and around it 
bespoke the presence of that high bred noble- 
man, in all that belonged to state and reception, 
mingled with an unbounded hospitality. The 
grounds and gardens were beautifully laid out, 
and hedged around by the orange trees clipped 
to one height, which while they perfumed the 
air with their blossoms, tempted the stroller 
with their ripe fruit; wide avenues of lofty 
oaks gave shade to the well kept gravel walks, 
in which the sound of merry voices, or the 
subdued roll of an elegant English carriage 
might be heard from noon till night : and then 
the drawing room of Newlands, and those who 
at that time glowed in all the magic power of 
richest beauty within it ! alas ! how changed is 
all this — the greedy hand of gain has felled the 
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oaks ; cockney villas have supplanted the man- 
sion; and the orange hedges are valued only 
according to the quantity of fruit they provide 
for the market. It was a distressing sight for 
one who could give to every separate part of 
the grounds some legend of happiness, could by 
memory see in every walk the stately but 
affable governor of 1816, as he moved with his 
family and visitors, the life of every party, and 
chief of every amusement; Newlands should 
have been kept as government property, for 
the governor's country residence; that noble 
colony would have met the proposition with 
acclamation, had it been proposed from home, 
for the Cape is peopled with those who know 
what is due to authority, and who also know 
that in maintaining it substantially, that is 
state without mummery, they contribute to the 
elevation of their own interests. Twenty years 
had elapsed since the first visit of the com- 
mander to the Cape of Good Hope ; it was 
curious to notice the change which had taken 
place in those whom he had known at that 
earlier time; the slim and well-proportione*"' 
figure of the former gay young aid-de-camp ha 
expanded into the large and rather shapelei 
mass of the elderly staff officer ; things whid 
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he had left ^^ puling in their mother's arms," 
Were gt9Wn into mother's themselres, and tie 
hiHle^^ from being the joyous, thoughtlees^ 
laughing mid, the proteg^ of a splendid gorer- 
nor, now presented himself the disi^pointed 
lieUtemmt, commanding an African cruizer, 
hopelessly thinking of promotion, wheu he 
reflected that he was serving under a gov«ii<- 
menti which^ like the present, could only see 
merit in its supporters. 

The Kroomen who followed to the Cape each 
carried, for them, a considerable number, of 
doIbu», which they had providently hoarded up 
while cruising ; the commander showed them a 
shop whete aU those artides of which they 
were in want could be obtained ; the first act of 
these oonfiding men was to request the shop- 
keeper to be their banker, saying, ** you look 
dollar — ^you can take him — ^to-morrow we come 
back ahd buy all thing"-^witb this they threw 
upon the counter before him their dollars, t^ 
serving only enough to pay for the board and 
lodging fer the night. 

Never will the Colonies of England be pro- 
perly governed until the inhabitants have more 
power over their own concerns, and this will 
not take place so long as the colonial office is 
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constructed of a secretary, and under-secretaries 
who have no more practical knowledge of the 
colonies, than monkeys have of gold mines. 
While these invaluable possessions are, as at 
this moment especially they are, made use of 
for the mere purpose of rewarding political 
supporters^ and canying off the criminals of 
the English commimity, they will of necessity 
be nothing but a source of anxiety and suspicion 
to the government, because they will naturally 
oppose themselves to such degrading uses; and 
whenever it shall happen that all confidence 
between the colonies and the minister of state 
for the colonies, is utterly blasted, as at present 
it seems to be, (if there is any truth in the 
sundry petitions lately preferred, declaring 
that to be the case,) the nation may prepare 
itself for an unholy effort to retain them in 
submission, unless proper steps are taken to 
re-establish confidence and respect, by dis- 
missing those found guilty of deception from 
their offices. 

The Cape— England's loveliest colony-— and 
with that treatment which it should have, would 
be her most flourishing, is it appears to be 
polluted with England's banished felons, who 
with ''tickets of leave" are to be free to 



336 ASCENSION AND THE CAPE. 

follow the atrocious bent of their natures; 
and this too^ after a direct promise to the 
contrary had been given. This is not only an 
unjust policy, but a violation of faith, which 
could not have been calculated upon by any 
society, much less by a colony composed of 
men, who have uniformly proved themselves 
possessed of unqualified loyalty, courage, and 
integrity in all their conduct. It is dangerous 
to break with such men by a wanton and 
imperious infliction of injury and insult, for 
having shown that they are true to the parent 
country, they will, if need be, show also they 
can be true to themselves. Can colonies be 
safely governed by a minister whom they 
charge with a wilful breach of faith in his 
dealings with them, and that minister be called 
to no account? called to no account merely 
because in a debate he is supported by a 
majority before which the accusing colonies are 
not allowed to produce their evidences — a ver- 
dict thus obtained is less tolerable than the 
critical condemnation conveyed in the " not 
proven" of Scotland. 

The Cape was certainly in its splendour, 
during the rule of Lord Charles Somerset, 
whose exertions to improve the breed of horses 
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eminently successful as were also his efforts 
generally to advance the tone and feeling of the 
colony. Liberal to an excess in his household, 
beyond it he was the zealous patron of the 
sports of the turf, and field ; convivial with all 
around his table, sparkling with the wit of a 
Sheridan, and brilliant with the talent of 
many whom the climate of India had driven 
to the Cape for a time, to seek a renewal of 
health — engaging and courteous in those scenes 
where beauty held her revels — an introduction 
to the government house was the object of eager 
desire. Such were the recollections which sprung 
up before the mind of the commander of the 
Lynx, as he now asked in vain where are the 
foxhounds — where the gay and crowded race- 
course — ^where the shooting party, which once 
so often met at Newlands, to penetrate far 
into the interior in search of sport ? With 
Lord Charles, these had all departed, and at 
the Cape, now nothing was heard to give the 
heavy language of the farm and trade, a light 
and lively turn. 

Now, Sir Benjamin D'Urban governed the 
colony, an officer whose upright conduct had 
gained the esteem of the colony, whose courage 
and measures, civil as well as military, had 

VOL. I. Q 
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excited its admiration^ and whose benevolence 
had endeared him to all. The home government 
could not appreciate his talent and worthy his 
measures were disapproved^ and he himself, 
superseded by another officer, when Sir Ben- 
jamin retired to a life of seclusion at Wynberg, 
there to see the very occurrences take place, 
which he had predicted, and which his plans, 
had they not been overruled by a colonial office 
deaf to the voice of practice, would hare 
prevented — plans, which were then, when too 
late, put into execution. 

Returning to Simon's Bay, the Lynx was 
soon prepared for sea, and in a day or two, left 
the fine, clear, and healthy atmosphere of the 
Cape, again to encounter the heavy, loaded, 
and pestilential vapours of the Bights of Benin, 
and Biafra. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

AFRICAN TREATIES. — ^TRADE IN THE BONNY. — 
EFFECT OF IT AS REQARDS CIVILIZATION. — 
COMPLAINTS SENT TO ENQUIRE AND REPORT. — 
BREAKFAST EN PASSANT. — KROOMAN A COOK; 
" MALGRELUI." — THE BONNY TOWN. — KINO. — 
AFRICAN O' CONNELL. — THE GUANA. — BALLIAR- 
NEY MADE A " FETISHE" MAN. — ASSEMBLY OF 
MERCANTILE MEN. — SENIOR OFFICER ARRIVES. 
INTERVIEW WITH THE KING FRUSTRATED.-— 
THE ^' scout" brought IN. — INTERVIEW TAKES 
PLACE. — "mayor of FERNANDO." — A FIGHT. 
SLAVES DESERTING TO FERNANDO PO.— BROUGHT 
BACK. — CONSEQUENT SUICIDE. — LEAVE THE 
BONNY. 

If the honourable gendeman in the House of 
Commons who a little time ago moved^ that, 
instructions be given to the officers of Her 
Majesty's navy not to exceed the legitimate 
duties of their profession, by entering into 
treaties with foreign powers and chiefs, had 
ever been on the western coast of Africa, he 

Q 3 
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would have urged his motion in much more 
practical force^ than on that occasion he did, 
for he would have known that no treaty with 
any of the chiefe, or as they are called " kings," 
ever lasted beyond twenty-four hours after the 
departure of the ship of war, whose captain had 
opened diplomatic relations with any of those 
sable potentates, " Boy " of the Nun river, 
" Peppel *' of the Bonny, or '' Ephraim '' of 
the Calabar, not excepted, all of which 
illustrious personages and others of similar 
distinction, have received more or less of 
gunpowder, muskets, rum, cocked hats and 
red coats, in consideration of having made 
their marks in token of being parties to treaties 
of amity, peace, and commerce, with the 
sovereign of Great Britain, upon some cause or 
another, just as the view of an officer suggested, 
or as the peculiar interests of the captains and 
supercargoes of palm oil ships, represented to 
be advantageous, leaving the justice of the 
case to be inferred; all and several of which 
articles given in exchange for a treaty, have 
been utterly thrown away. 

About the year 1835, it seemed that the 
enormous increase of machinery in England, 
had occasioned a comparative increase in the 
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consumption of all lubricating substances^ 
whereupon the demand for palm oil, an article 
of most popular Mse upon all railroads, and 
machinery in general, became unusually large, 
and no less than twenty-four British vessels, 
and one fine French ship had congregated in 
the river Bonny before the town, each vying 
with the other in the attainment of a cargo of 
this oil. Many of these vessels had been there 
for months, waiting in expectancy the arrival of 
the produce from the interior, in exchange for 
the merchandize with which the native traders 
had been entrusted by the several captains upon 
their promise to bring the oil from the country ; 
these, seeing other ships arriving, and the 
traders obtaining from them merchandize upon 
the same sort of credit, became uneasy, and the 
change from that phase to impatience, in the 
temper of a merchant captain, or supercargo, is 
generally very sudden, and then when in fall 
operation, the mind and action of such indi- 
viduals is not badly illustrated by a comparison 
to a tornado ; for one appears to be as reckless 
as the other in his proceedings, and on the 
coast of Africa in these parts the tornado of 
nature is more directed by laws, than is the 
tornado of the captain, more especially if the 
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latter has been passing some months inactiyely, 
and subjected to the influence of the exhalations 
of the vast plain of mud through which the 
Bonny^ with simdry othet large streams^ all 
diverging from the Niger, and lazily creep until 
they reach the waters of the sea: this, ably 
supported by an uncertain amount of porteT, 
ale, and brandy, soon erects within the system a 
nerrous irritability, which induces the captain 
to take a review of his proceedings, or rather of 
his delays, and with an extraordinary facility he 
arrives at the conclusion, that he never will get 
paid for the merchandize he has delivered to 
the native traders, unless he takes some very 
decisive steps — a conclusion he might fairly 
have adopted upon his arrival in the river. 

These are the exciting causes, and the 
measures taken are generally worthy of the 
origin ; the captain is under the high pressure 
power of the irritability accumulated under a 
six months morbid liver, the safety valve of 
blue pill will no longer work, and an explosion 
is the inevitable consequence. The effect of 
this mixture of a bad trading system, bad 
climate, and bad habits of life, is to create in 
the person of the captain a most belligerent 
disposition, and accordingly he sallies forth 
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from his ''state room^" as a small confined 
space, redolent of brandy, palm oil, and the 
fames of a naptha lamp, is called apparently in 
derision, bearing within his arms as many 
cutlasses as he can conveniently carry, which 
haying thrown down, he Tociferates for a 
general muster of the crew ; they are informed 
in the eloquent knguage of an African trading 
captain, that the niggers wiU never bring the 
palm oil to his ship, so he must do it 
himself. In these matters the seamen are 
generally active enough, for it is a relief from 
the inactive lives they have been leading for a 
long period, and the order of the captain to 
man and arm his boats is received by them 
with great delight. 

Muskets, and pistols, with ammunition for 
either, or for neither as it may chance, axe 
huddled together in each boat ; every man has 
belted on him a cutlass, and the attention of all 
is directed to a couple of large canoes which are 
heavily dropping down with the current of the 
river, keeping as much as possible under the 
bushes growing on the slimy backs, in order 
to avoid the notice of the shipping at the 
anchorage ; each boat is in charge of an officer ; 
a mate seizes the helm of one, the boatswain 
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that of another^ and the captain having placed 
himself in a thirds away they all starts each 
taking up at that moment an independent line 
of action, more properly described under that 
class of movement termed "hurry skurry;" it 
is in vain that the natives in the canoes attempt 
a retreat, so under that conviction they give 
themselves up to all manner of fears, which are 
illustrated by the most frantic gestures, and 
clatter of voices, that can be conceived ; other 
ships have seen the movement of the first ship, 
which we will call "the Tortoise of Bristol," 
and the boats of the " Go-ahead of Liverpool," 
are now pushing onwards to contest with those 
of the " Tortoise," the possession of the canoes 
in each of which there are two, or more 
puncheons of palm oil ; the boats of the 
^^ Tortoise " having had a good start are in 
the advance, and maintain their position: 
reaching the canoes they are immediately 
taken in tow, possession being in law a grand 
point. The frightened blacks stow themselves 
away as best they can, exposing as little 
surface as possible to the blows which would 
infallibly be inflicted upon any portion that 
might offer temptation to the humanity of the 
white men who came to civilize and chris- 
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tianize by the operation of trade^ and mild 
example. 

So far the ''Tortoise'* has succeeded^ but 
now the boats of the impetuous '* Go-ahead '* 
are ranging up-already one of them has 
reached the stem of the canoe, an infuriated 
hand armed with a small hatchet is high in the 
air, it falls, and the tow rope is cut ! the canoe 
is then seized by the " Go-ahead," and the 
" Tortoise " must fight for the prize with the 
forces of that vessel. The scene is now most 
edifying to the shrinking and barbarous 
native, and must deeply impress him with 
respect for the blessings arising out of the 
institutions of civilization. The rival boats 
rush into conflict, fire-arms are pealing their 
shots, and cutlasses are gashing the respective 
combatants with all the animosity of christian 
traders, who are, according to some enthusiasts, 
to remodel the African habits of life, and train 
the African mind to thoughts of religion and 
morality! they form a body of the queerest 
professors the world ever yet saw, called 
upon to execute this, or any other such 
object. 

Fortune favours the '* Go-ahead," and the 
canoes are carried in triumph alongside, and 
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their oil transferred to that ship; whereupon 
the *' Tortoise'* feels that the liberty of the 
British subject has been violated, and sends her 
boat out in hopes of meeting with a ship of war 
belonging to that, or indeed any other nation^ 
whose aid she proposes to invoke, all officers 
commanding national vessels being supposed 
diplomatists, and lawyers by intuition. 

This picture of law in the Bonny, at 
least as it was a few years ago, is not over- 
charged, and it frequently happened that 
wounds were inflicted, far beyond the skill of 
the person representing a surgeon in a palm- 
oil ship, which soon induced fever, and con- 
sequent death, for in the employment that 
calls for operation in these rivers of Africa, 
fever and death are synonymous terms on board 
a merchant ship. 

It was in March, that the commander of the 
Lynx was ordered to take that cruizer to the 
entrance of the river Bonny, off which place he 
was directed to be by the 31st, on the lookout 
for slave vessels expected to sail, as well as for 
other purposes ; calms had delayed his advance, 
and that day had now arrived when the Lynx 
should be at her appointed station ; the current 
always setting to the eastward, had carried her 
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with it in that direction, and though a fine 
breeze had now spmng up, jet it was question- 
able whether the position could be gained in 
the punctual manner that was desirable. 

The Lynx was not more than seven or eight 
miles from the shore, so far as the position 
could be deduced from the bearings of the land, 
seen only through a strong haze, about five in 
the evening ; there are shoals which extend to 
a dangerous distance from the entrance of the 
Bonny, the outside one of which is called the 
*' Baleur bank," and it was a question whether 
this danger could be weathered as the vessel 
was going ; if it could, the appointed anchorage 
would be gained that night; if otherwise, the 
Lynx would get there a day after the time 
mentioned in the orders, to avoid this was a 
source of anxiety. 

Years had passed since the commander of 
the Lynx had even seen the Bonny, but there 
was an intelligent midshipman on board who 
had had much experience among the shoals of 
the Bonny, while watching in boats the slavers 
waiting in that river for their slaves ; the com- 
mander was sitting on the signal lockers abaft, 
looking under the foot of the mainsail at the 
land, endeavouring to recognize some feature in 
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the shore by which he could satisfactorily 
convince himself of the position of his vessel. 

*^ I doubt the correctness of our bearings," 
observed the commander to the midshipman 
already mentioned, whose experience bad 
drawn upon him the authority of a pilot. 

" You are all right, Sir, stand on with con- 
fidence,'' was the reply. 

"Surely we are too close in, we shall not 
clear tlie east end of the Baleur," said the 
commander. 

" Quite clear of it, Sir, I am sure." 

" Well — ^you ought to be the best pilot, there- 
fore I will take your advice, but I entertain 
doubts still," said the commander, whose 
development of the organ of locality was pro- 
minently remarkable. 

A few minutes passed, when both were 
relieved from farther doubt, by being nearly 
thrown from their seats, as the keel of the 
vessel suddenly and sharply struck the ground, 
from which however the long rolling swell as 
instantly relieved her again, and thus for a 
minute or two she continued to sail on, tapping 
the ground as the swell left her, but never 
fixed on it sufficiently long to lose her way 
through the water. 
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" Now which is the beat pilot? hands about 
ship — put the helm down ; " the first in a gentle 
voice to the pilot mid, the rest in a loud com- 
manding tone; the position of the Lynx was 
precarious; she was certainly on the Baleur 
bank, the sea was breaking now on the edge of 
the shoal to windward, and the sun had just 
dipped beneath the horinon, as if taking a last 
farewell of the devoted vessel. Fortunately 
discipline reigned in the Lynx, and the crew 
were accustomed to look with composure on any 
occurrence; the commander having completely 
gained their confidence by some successful 
decisions, which though trifling in themselves, 
tended to disclose a readiness to meet sudden 
emergencies ; the vessel answered her helm 
readily, but shot so far ahead as to encounter 
the broken water, which dashed over her bows ; 
the head sails were aback, the -wind being now 
the least upon what had been the lee bow. 

" Sqiiare the main yard — train the pivot guns 
to leeward — every man to the lee side," said the 
commander, and the orders were as soon obeyed. 

" Stand clear of the spokes of the 
White, if the helm rights when 
strikes the ground, you may 1 
ribs broken," was a caution 
man stationed at the whet 
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" Carpenter, sound the well, and attend to it." 

The weight being aU thrown on one side, the 
vessel heeled over, and consequently drew less 
water; she struck with diminished violence^ 
also as she discontinued to forge ahead, and pay- 
ing off, as was intended, the yards were braced 
round, and the sails filled, carrying the vessel 
from the danger. 

'* How shall I steer, sir ?" asked White, as 
the vessel acquired headway ; — the commander 
hesitated a moment, then said, ^'south-east by 
east ; we came in north-west by west." Which 
being done, the Lynx was soon again in deep 
water, and having now a tolerably sure know- 
ledge of the locality of the Baleur bank it was 
avoided, and the destined anchorage gained 
early next morning. 

Hardly was the anchor down when a boat 
was observed coming in from sea; it came 
alongside, with a crew of seven men, one of 
them apparently in authority, the others subor- 
dinate ; they all looked like persons from whom 
rest had been for some time banished, and upon 
whom hunger and thirst had been severely 
operating ; one of them with a painful effort 
climbed up the side, it was necessary to help 
some of the rest up, and one man actually died 



ON THE BANKS OF THE BONNY 351 

as the boat touched the side ; their history was 
a short one ; the man who first came up pro- 
duced a paper which was a certificate signed by 
the master of the brig belonging to Liver- 
pool^ it stated that the seven men had consented 
voluntarily to leave the upon the condi- 
tion of receiving a boat, provisions and mer- 
chandize equal in amount to the wages collec- 
tively due to them. Upon enquiry into this 
agreement being desired, the men stated that 
they had been so cruelly treated by the master 
of the that they would rather risk them- 
selves upon the sea in an open boat, five him- 
dred miles £rom land than stay another day 
under the rule of such a man ; they had left the 

on the south side of the equator, and 

were now making for any part of the coast of 
Africa, in the hope of falling in with a ship of 
war, or other vessel, and there obtain shelter 
and protection. 

This was one of those instances of brutal 
tyranny and cruelty, samples of which have not 
unfrequently been provided by the trade on this 
side of Africa ; few masters of merchant ships 
will by choice, take a ship trading to the coast 
of western Africa, and those who are employed 
there are in the agregate by no means choice 
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captains, although some few may be of a very 
different description ; the criminal courts of 
England have exhibited some horrid murders 
committed on board merchant ships employed 
there ; and upon one occasion, a Krooman was 
whitewashed for the drunken sport of one of 
the masters, by which the poor creature was 
rendered sightless by the operation of the lime 
upon his eyes. 

The difficulty of obtaining reputable men 
fitted for the control of a ship's crew no doubt 
arises from the enormous number of merchant 
ships belonging to England and leaving her 
ports chiefly for her own colonies : this incon- 
venience however will exist no longer, for by 
the combined operation of free trade and the 
repeal of the navigation laws, there will be such 
a reduction in the amount of British tonnage 
afloat, as to give the merchants an opportunity 
of selecting from innumerable masters thrown 
with their ships out of employ : a result which 
may however embarrass the government when 
desirous to man a few ships of the line and 
other vessels of war ; but as Protection is dis- 
carded, probably it will be of little importance 
in a national point of view, and the merchants 
will happily be removed from all the anxiety to 
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which they formerly might have been subjected 
on account of their shipping, by contemplating 
them for the time to come, as they safely float 
on the bosom of the docks of London and 
Liverpool, a glorious proof of what once had 
been the extent of British commerce. 

In spite of every assistance and attention 
having been given to the wants of these un- 
fortunate sufferers, three of them died within 
twenty-four hours ; the remainder were put on 
board a vessel which was then leaving the 
river for England, but whether they ever saw 
their country was very problematical. 

A day or two had elapsed, when one morning 
the boat of an English merchant-ship came 
alongside, the person conducting which, pre- 
sented a letter to the commander, upon opening 
it he found a statement of complaints against 
the native chiefs of the Bonny, who were 
therein represented as having been for a long 
time in possession of an enormous amount of 
British property, for which no payment could 
be obtained from them, that they were, in short, 
no better than pirates and swindlers, and there- 
fore the interference of a ship of war was 
absolutely necessary, as well for tb 
of the trade, as for the purpose. 
restitution, or payment. 
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There are two ways by which this desirable 
result is often endeavoured to be realised : one 
is by negotiating, unthoiit force on the spot; 
the other, with force quite r^ady to act:— - 
whether these negotiations are carried on with 
civilized nations, or with savage tribes it is 
very certain that the presence of support gives 
eloquence, or persuasion, a much greater 
weight ; a fact that was sufficiently established 
in the recent discussion of the Oregon question, 
between England and the United States. There 
are, nevertheless, a certain most well-disposed 
class of people, who, never having had expe- 
rience amongst nations, where civilization has 
gained no advance, fondly imagine that reason, 
stiU will guide their counsels, and that integrity 
will govern them in the observance of engage- 
ments; this is an error, and it is, indeed, 
virtually saying that no sensible difference 
exists between the mind instructed in morality 
and religion, and that which is a perfect 
stranger to such instruction. It is most certain 
that with reference to the savage, the Van 
Amburgh system has always been efficacious, 
and conducive to the establishment of justice 
and order. First show that you are the master, 
then deal out your decisions with firmness and 



ON THE BANKS OF THE BONNY. 355 

scrnpulous impartiality^ regardless of the 
morbid twaddle that is uttered within the 
walls of St. Stephen's, or of the envenomed 
tirade that a certain class of religionists will 
thunder from the pulpit, or deliver on the 
platform to a midtitude, gorging themselves 
upon imaginary horrors ; it was to this class 
that the nation is indebted for the suicidal 
expedition up the river Niger, in 1839, or 
about that time ; the ** shabby government" of 
that day finding themselves rapidly sliding 
from their seats on the treasury benches, hoped 
by a liberal sacrifice of a ships* company or 
two in pursuit of the phantom, African civili- 
zation, to conciliate the masses at Exeter Hall, 
and escape, through their gratitude, the penal- 
ties at the then approaching general election. 

The masters of the merchant ships in the 
river Bonny, having more faith in the Van 
Amburgh system, than in that slobbering cant 
which political philanthropists whine out with * 
so much well acted feeling, and having also 
applied to the Lynx for assistance, the com- 
mander despatched the boat again into the 
river, with a message that he would come in, 
and make himself conversant with the case ; 
by which measure, he would be enabled to 
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make his report to the senior officer, whose 
presence was expected in a few days. 

Sometime before day-light the next morn- 
ing, the commander's boat was manned, and 
accompanied by an officer, nine Kroomen, and 
White, his coxswain, he left his ship for the 
river. The Kroomen dashed their paddles 
into the calm surface of the sea, as it then 
was, and the boat darted onwards as if sen- 
sible of her mission; for two hours, these 
spirited fellows continued their effiorts, cheer- 
fully singing their canoe song, as the boat 
sprung forwards beneath their strength : at the 
expiration of this time, the boat had arrived 
abreast of a small sandy island, embracing per- 
haps about ten acres, but so curved as to afford 
a perfect shelter against the swell which always 
breaks heavily upon the outside of the beach. 
Having run the boat into the smooth water, she 
was secured, the sail and awning converted into 
a tent, the cooking apparatus set up, then 
making a hole in the sand, a fire was lighted, 
and the preparation of the breakfast was in 
progress. A Krooman is always alleged to be 
a cook, but if not gifted with an insight into the 
mysteries of roasting and boiling, before he 
enters a ship of war, he is quite sure of a pretty 
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good apprenticeship before he leaves her, for if 
the officer in whose patronage the appointment 
of cook is, happens to take it into his head that 
any particular Krooman is qualified for that 
office, not all the population of the Kroo country 
could convince him to the contrary, and as to 
meat being charred instead of roasted — or 
reduced to shreds instead of being boUed with 
propriety-that is always set down to a desire 
for distinction in any other than the culinary 
branch of Her Majesty's naval service, and the 
Krooman is forced malgre lui to exercise the 
art of cookery. 

Upon the present occasion. White the 
coxswain was metamorphosed into a valet, and 
the Krooman *^ Agamemnon," was installed mas- 
ter of the kettle ; his full sounding ^* nomme 
de guerre^'* had very unjusdy been robbed 
of much of its lordly character, and could 
hardly be traced, as it subsided into " aggie," 
under the classical clipping of his countrymen ; 
however, he soon had a fire blazing beneath the 
kettie, which, as soon nearly began to sing, in 
acknowledgment of his prowess. A small box 
was brought from the boat, which being opened^ 
contained the luxuries of the commander's lar- 
der and storeroom; and a bag held the less 
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inviting sustenance of the boat's crew. The 
first consisted of a fowl, with the health of 
which, a sea life had seriously interfered appa* 
rently ; a Bologna sausage in robust condition, 
compensated for the wastage of the other ; these 
with some biscuit, a little rice, a bottle of porter, 
and some coco, were set before the two officii:!, 
on an undivided sheet of the " Times,'* which, 
being spread upon the sand, and pressed down, 
formed a cloth of ample size; the Kroomen 
feasted on bread, rice, and coco, while White 
reserved himself for the debris of the newspaper 
dishes. 

Having to wait for the tide, which had not 
been very accurately calculated, it was nearly 
noon before the commander arrived alongside 
one of the ships, at whose masthead, a dimi- 
nutive broad pendant modestly announced that 
her Captain was the oldest trader, and therefore 
the commodore of the river; whose peculiar, 
and solitary privilege it was, to receive on 
board any officer of the Royal Navy whose duty 
might lead him into the anchorage. This ship 
was called the ^^ Despatch," and was comman- 
ded by a captain worthy of the house he served 
in Watling Street, both for his intelligent mind 
and commendable habits of life. Captain 
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Baillie receiyed the commander and his officer 
very kindly, secured his boat, and haying seen 
the crew well taken care of, returned to await 
from the latter, any communications which he 
might haye to make connected with his yisit. 

The commander of the Lynx immediately 
opened the business upon which he came, 
which was in fact, to obtain as h^ best could, 
a true statement of the position of British 
interests and property in the river Bonny. 
This was furnished by Captain Baillie in a 
yery impartial manner, and it amounted to a 
detail of the efforts which the ships of diff- 
erent firms were making to secure to themselyee 
the trade in palm oil; for which reason, it 
was that many of them had offered an increased 
price, and others had in addition, giyen out 
their entire cargoes on credit. The natives 
desirous of obtaining more goods, now came 
to the ships which held them back until the 
oil was produced, this caused it to be brought 
for these last mentioned ships, but in its pass- 
age, it was interrupted by the boats of the 
first mentioned vessels, and then came the fight 
for it, which has already been described. 

Independently of this, there was at this time 
in the Bonny Town, an Eboe, who had been 
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brought from his country as a slave, but for 
some reason the late king of the Bonny had 
retained him about his person, and he now ex- 
ercised over the young king, who was scarcely 
twenty years of age, just that kind of influence 
with which in England Mr. O' Connell was 
controling the government, so happily de- 
signated '^shabby," by a Right Honourable 
and discriminating member of the House.. 
This man had assumed the surname of the king, 
which is '^ Pepple," but why the merchant 
captains added to that the name of " Anna," 
does not appear ; however, he rejoiced in the 
title of " Anna Pepple," and in the evening. 
Captain Baillie took the commander to see him. 
He was a slight, but well made man, about five 
feet nine, capable of a remarkable stateliness of 
carriage, and a peculiar expression of counte- 
nance, which seemed to carry defiance in every 
look ; in this however, there was more of 
ferocity, than of calm intrepidity. On his head 
he wore a blue forage cap, and a long mantle 
covering his person, was crossed upon his 
bosom, the one corner of which, was with 
some degree of taste thrown back over his 
right shoulder. 

Anna Pepple was sitting in a hut of some- 
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what superior construction^ as compared to the 
hut of the Bonny in general^ a table in one 
corner discovered a variety of crockery ware, 
some glasses and a decanter, in the latter there 
was also some rum remaining, and to which his 
countenance betrayed a recent application. 

As they both entered he glared upon them, 
and assumed an attitude which might be con- 
sidered the result of feelings similar to those 
that actuate the tiger crouching to make his 
fatal spring; his cap had fallen off, and not 
being in the expectancy of a visit, he had 
altogether thrown aside the mantle which on 
other occasions formed his clothing. In negro 
English he addressed the captain, ^'Baelee, 
why for you come ? " it was spoken in rather 
a dissatisfied tone, for he thought a demand for 
palm oil would be advanced ; however Baillie 
soon dissipated the alarm by saying that a new 
ship was at anchor outside the shoals, and that 
the captain had come in to enquire about trade ; 
carefully concealing that the ship alluded to 
was a vessel of war, and the commander not 
being now in uniform created no suspicion of 
his real avocation and character. 

"More Englee ship come? Englee have 
ship for all the world! you got plenty cloth, 

VOL I. R 
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powder, rum, captain?" said Anna Pepple, 
addressing the commander, who replied that he 
had on board what he believed would be very 
suitable to the wants of the Bonny people; 
upon which Anna Pepple invited both his 
visitors to take some rum, pouring out for 
himself about the third of a tumbler, which he 
swallowed at a draught; the invitation was 
declined, and seeing that Anna Pepple was 
disposed to be quarrelsome under the excitation 
of his liquor, they wished him good night, and 
rambled round the town of the Bonny. 

The surface upon which this town of mud 
huts is situated, may possibly boast an elevation 
of five feet above the level of high water, 
numerous small muddy creeks intersect it, and 
at a right angle from the main river a larger 
creek bounds it on the north, in this the slave 
vessels lie when waiting for their cargoes ; the 
"fetishe," or divinity of this place is the 
guana, a reptile of the lizard tribe, and often 
found from three to four feet long; they are 
quite harmless, and may be frequently seen 
lying amongst the negro children on the floor of 
the hut ; to remove the guana from its domes- 
tic position, or to treat it with any inhospitality 
would, in the belief of the native, draw down 
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a divine vengeance, therefore the creature not 
only has the unlimited range of the hut, but 
that hut which is most frequently visited by it, 
is held to be the most favoured. 

Therp is a priesthood in the Bonny territory, 
and the members of it are held in much 
veneration, although their guidance is utterly 
rejected'; the respect shown to them, is very 
similar to that which is extended to the guana. 
A curious occurrence during the reign of the 
late king took place here, on an occasion when 
the captain of one of the trading ships whose 
name was Balleamey, happened to observe a 
guana which in order to rest itself when 
crossing the river, had contrived to get upon 
the projecting part of the rudder ; Balleamey, 
who, canny Scot as he was, knew the estima- 
tion in which the guana was held, immediately 
took it into his boat, and carrying it on shore, 
presented it to the king; his majesty was in 
ecstasy, and desiring Ballearney to sit down, 
despatched slaves for all his "headmen" or 
councillors. The summons was readily obeyed, 
and all being seated round a table used on 
similar occasions, the king formally stated what 
had taken place, and pointed out Ballearney as 
the person whose ship had been so signally 

R 3 
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distinguished, and who had acted with so much 
piety on the occasion. The council were awed 
and delighted ; the members broke out in every 
species of wild expression of admiration, 
caressed Balleamey, and almost threw the 
town at his feet. On a sudden at the signal of 
the king, a dead silence prevailed, and he 
again addressed the assembly in his native 
tongue, of which Ballearney was ignorant; 
when he ceased, some slaves ran hastily 
away — all now was speculation with Balleamey, 
who might imagine that the kmg would re- 
ward him with a puncheon of palm oil, or 
demand the price of one for interfering with 
the guana at all, such is the capricious dispo- 
sition of the African chiefs. 

The slaves returned bringing with them a 
black staff and a large bag, which being placed 
before the king, it was very ceremoniously 
turned up and the contents shaken out ; these 
consisted of a long blue robe, and a velvet cap. 
The king called forward the " fetishe man " .or 
priest, and gave him some directions in a very 
solemn tone, which having concluded the 
latter moved towards Ballearney, and mutter^ 
ing some sounds as he walked round him 
with great solemnity several times, he pro- 
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nouQced to the king that his directions had 
been completed ; the king then took the blue 
robe which he threw upon Balleamey, at the 
same time placing the cap on his head, and 
the staff in his hand, and then declared the 
captain to be a " fetishe man " of the Bonny, 
and, whatever might be the astonishment of the 
old sailor upon being converted into a priest so 
suddenly, never was a more jolly companion 
admitted to the order of any priesthood, than 
he who was that day ordained in the precincts 
of the Bonny kingdom ; and being attended 
by all the headmen to the water side, he 
stepped into his boat, and soon appeared on 
his own decks in the insignia of his new 
office to the great amusement of his crew, 
who never dreamt of their captain being made 
a "fetishe man." 

The sun was by this time fast sinking 
towards the western horizon, and captain 
Baillie proposed that they should return on 
board his ship for the night, when the 
following occurrence was stated to have taken 
place a few days before. A crowd of the 
natives were in tlie advance, as two of the 
captains were walking towards the beach where 
vluch upon a nearer view 
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seemed to be a proceesion of some kind ; a 
group of armed persons surrounded three 
others^ one of whom had his drms tied behind 
him, and a bandage was bound oyer his eyes, 
in which manner he marched along, directed 
in his course by the other two men one on 
either side ; each of these carried in his hand a 
bludgeon made of the heavy teak wood of the 
country, with which they indiscriminately 
inflicted blows upon any of the crowd who 
passed within reach. 

They came close to the margin of the river, 
and it was dead low water, the men carrying 
the bludgeons stepped unperceived by the 
bound man from his side, and their places were 
supplied by two others, they themselves now 
walking immediately behind. On a sudden 
they both raised their bludgeons, swimg them 
round in the air, and with terrific force struck 
the head of the criminal, as we afterwards were 
told the victim was ; instantly the poor wretch 
fell to the ground quite insensible, when the 
executioners literally beat his head to pieces, 
then making the corpse fast to a heavy stone, it 
was left for the tide to cover, and for the sharks 
to demolish! hardly had this revolting scene 
been completed, the body abandoned by the 
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executioners^ and the persons attending them, 
than a flight of boys and young girls rushed 
forwards with open knives^ and scrambling 
upon the body, they cut from it lumps and 
strips of flesh, amusing themselves by throwing 
them into the water, with the intention of 
attracting the sharks at the earliest moment — 
never was an execution seen under more 
horrid and revolting circumstances than was 
this one ; what crime the man had committed 
could not be ascertained, it seemed he was the 
victim of some savage caprice, but it made a 
holiday for the children ! 

On arriving on board the Despatch, many 
of the masters of the other ships were found 
also to have repaired there, for the purpose of 
paying their respects to the naval officer who 
had made his appearance amongst them ; when 
another grievance was stated, namely, that 
the king of the Bonny, was no ^^ free trader," 
in point of fact, he had no idea of the English 
being either unable, or unwilling to pay any 
amount of duty, which he might think 
proper to lay upon merchandize coming to 
his country. King after king had entertained 
the same flattering opinion of English means 
and disposition, and for a time it was sub- 
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mitted to, but now it had arrived at the point 
when remuneration became questionable, and 
consequently the merchant captains fretted 
beneath its operation ; they were not however, 
so silly as to ask, or even suppose that king 
Pepple of the Bonny, would allow foreign 
goods to come in on the *^free trade" prin- 
ciples now prostrating English industry. As 
practical men, they admitted the sense and 
justice of fair duties, but equally as practical 

amounting nearly to prohibition. 

AU this having been set before the com- 
mander of the Lynx, he sent round a circular, 
inviting the captains and supercargoes of all the 
vessels present, to meet him on board the 
Despatch, at four o'clock the next day, for the 
purpose of drawing up a statement of their 
grievances, and preparing such other papers as 
might be proper to present on the arrival of the 
officer detached in command of the ships of war 
employed in the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

In accordance with the invitation, at the 
appointed time, about thirty persons invested 
with some shade of mercantile character, 
assembled on board the Despatch. A writing 
table was brought up, and with chairs, benches. 
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tubs bottom upwards, in short, every thing which 
could be converted into seats, were placed on 
the deck, beneath the awning; the motley 
assemblage ranged themselves around, as most 
conveniently they could. The traces of habits, 
climate, success, or disappointment were visibly 
marked upon each countenance ; fever and ague 
claimed the priority, for the exertion which 
accomplished success, or was requited by failure 
only, equally contributed to induce disease ; in 
one or two, the vivid flush of intemperance, 
called forth by a recent stimulant, lighted up 
the faded and emaciated countenance, and 
excited the subdued quickness of an intellect, 
which, applauded by others, had yielded to 
the adulation, coarse as it might be, and 
became the cause of ruin to its possessor. 
A few still retained the robust glow of health, 
with which they had but a short time before 
left England, and it was curious to notice, 
how they disregarded the effect of the climate 
upon their brethren, as if they were not 
warning beacons. 

During the discussion, the inroad which 
these several agents had made in the tempers 
of the respective persons, was prominently 
discernible ; the irritability of the disease, the 
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sharp reply of the witty drunkard, the confi- 
dent rashness of the successfal, and the 
despoading tone of the disappointed, daimed 
an equal attention; forbearanoe, restraint, and 
encouragement, were to be applied with equal 
caution, for by such a course alone, could 
these yaried minds be brought to concentrate 
in unicMi upon one point 

With such material to work upon, it was 
neaiiy two o'clock before the form of the 
representations could be agreed upon: six 
hours had been expended in drawing up a 
yery plain statement, but, unhappily, every 
man would have something of his own in it, 
so that when it was presented to the senior 
officer on that part of the station, who had 
now arrived, and was at an anchor outside the 
shoals, it was necessary not only to explain 
the state of affairs as the commander fotind 
them, but also to reconcile the document itself, 
with his own views. This however he con- 
trived to do so clearly, as to determine the 
senior officer to enter the Bonny, in the 
Dolphin, a small vessel of war that had ac- 
companied him to the Bonny, and on board 
of which, he now entered the river, and 
anchored off the town. 
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All tJie grieyances having been set forth^ a 
remonstrance advanced^ and a treaty of amity 
and commerce prepared, a message was sent 
to the king, to say, that the officer commanding 
the English slups of war in that locality, 
would wait upon him the next day, and 
requested that the kmg would name an hour; 
to this, his majes^ was graciously pleased to 
reply, that he did not himself want to see 
any one but palm oil captains, for the war 
captains only made trouble to him — ^but if the 
wax captain woxdd come, he had better do so 
at two o'clock in the day. 

Every thing accordingly was arranged to 
walk in procession from the place of landing 
to a mud structure, near the king's palace, 
as a rambling collection of dirty mud huts 
was called. The ship was dressed out in her 
flags, and the boats of the merchant ships had 
assembled alongside; as they pushed off, a 
salute annoimced that movement; the beach 
was soon gained, when the procession was 
formed by placing old Ballearney, the ^^ fetishe 
man," at the head as leader, then followed 
the merchant captains, two and two, afte- 
these came two marines, then two offia 
on each side the English flag, wh 
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anodier carried upon a staff, immediately be- 
hind wluch, walked the senior oflicer, sup- 
ported by the commander of the Lynx, and 
a lieutenant of his own ship, in full uniform, 
then came a guard of honour, the whole 
being closed by naval officers two and two. 
This display all served to impress the Bonny 
king and people, with an elevated idea of the 
importance of the visit, and the power the 
senior officer possessed ; for it is by such torn 
foolery, that uncivilized hordes can be awed, 
or the vanity and pomp of more refined life 
idly gratified. 

The hall of audience was now reached, but 
instead of meeting the king and his assembled 
nobles there, the senior officer found himself 
in sole possession of the place, and it seemed 
as if he would be left to enjoy that distinction ; 
however, he was a man not to be trifled with, 
though of a most calm, and benevolent 
disposition, and therefore dispatched the com- 
mander of the Lynx, and another officer, 
accompanied by an iuterpreter, to the palace, 
to say that he had arrived at the appointed 
place of meeting, and requested that the king 
would himself come. His majesty was, as 
has already been stated, quite a young man. 



ON THE BANKS OF THE BONNY. 373 

under the control of an AMcan O' Connell ; 
he was^ at the time that the two officers walked 
in^ lying upon a cane seat^ quite divested of 
regal, or other trappings ; and, like the palmer 
in Maxmion, 

" For no saluting did " they" wait, 
Bat strode across the hall of state, 
And fronted ^* PeppU^* where he sat." 

On seeing the officers, his majesty, with much 
dignity, rose from his recumbent to a sitting 
posture, having rubbed his eyes in order to 
assure himself that he was under no delusion 
respecting the vision which presented itself, 
he then began to scratch the surface of the royal 
body generally, to remove the irritation caused 
by the innumerable musquitos and fleas which 
had dared to taste the august blood of the 
Bonny King, after which he felt himself ready 
to enter upon business. 

The interpreter, a native pilot for the river, 
was by the unanimous consent of the English 
traders designated " Jack Brown,*' he was a 
heavy looking, but cunning man, his aspect 
however being rendered extremely forbidding 
by the loss of one eye ; Jack Brown delighted 
in decorating his person with a yeomanry 
calvary jacket, which some one had brought out 
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on speculation ; it was made of sky-blue doth^ 
richly laced with silver embroidery, this coyered 
his upper part ; beneath, he was satisfied to 
wear a short kind of petticoat, which at one 
time had apparently been a pillow case, judging 
from its material ; it reached from his loins to 
his knees, from thence downwards he discarded 
all apparel, but on his head he wore a very 
dirty kind of cap, made of some thick species of 
cotton linen. Jack Brown was directed to 
inform his royal master titiat the senior officer 
of the British ships was extremely angry with 
him for neglecting his agreement to meet at the 
"Palaver House," (as the place is literally 
called) and that he had desired the two officers 
to say that if the king did not come down 
immediately, he would return on board, and 
then " war would come ; " his majesty received 
this intimation with considerable indifference, 
and yawning seemed disposed to lie down 
again, which the commander of the Lynx 
observing, he with great kindness placed the 
royal arm within his own, and requesting his 
brother officer to adopt the same course on the 
other side, they succeeded in putting his majesty 
on his feet ; Jack Brown now seizing the royal 
shoulder heartily shook it, accusing the august 
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ruler of the Bonny country of being still asleep; 
whereupon the king called for his coat and hat. 
Jack Brown seemed to be master of the ward- 
robe, as well as pilot for the river, and he 
instantly produced a green hunting coat, with 
yellow cuffs and collar, and a silver epaulette 
on each shoulder, the cocked hat of a general 
oiEcer, plume and all, was placed upon his head, 
but farther than these articles of wearing 
apparel, his majesty was pleased to dispense 
with all others, and he now proceeded arm in 
arm, with the English officers, to the " Palaver 
House." 

Having arrived, the senior officer received 
him with as much respect as was possible, when 
contemplating the peculiarity of his majesty's 
tatU ensemble^ a composure which some of the 
younger officers of the procession were unable 
to maintain ; after which the king took a seat 
very unostentatiously, in an open space in the 
mud wall that served for a window, and leaning 
forward he closed his hands upon his knees, 
and discovered a sense of music by drumming 
with his heels against the wall beneath his 
temporary and unassuming throne. The Com- 
modore explained the object of his coming on 
shore, and enlarged elaborately and with much 
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feeling upon the enormity of maltreating English, 
captains, or not paying them for their goods at 
an appointed time ; a treaty was then produced, 
which being read to the king, his majesty- 
acting doubtlessly upon the principles of respon- 
sible governments, was pleased to say that he 
could do nothing till he had seen his ^^ headmen," 
or ministers^ but that he thought they would 
not listen to any application for a treaty to 
regulate his trade. 

It was endeavoured to collect the said head- 
men, but they were not to be found, and the 
whole thing was so far a failure; the senior 
officer showed some symptoms of disappoint- 
ment and anger, still, however, restraining 
himself, he informed the king that in two days 
he would return and force the headmen to 
attend^ in order to have the treaty made. This 
intimation was given after a conversation with 
the commander of the Lynx^ who informed him 
that the merchant captains and others, were 
ready to sign a requisition for the presence of 
the " Scout," (his ship) in the Bonny, for the 
protection of the enormous amount of British 
property accumulated there. 

Upon this the senior officer gave directions 
again to form the procession, which being 



ON THB BANKS OF THE BONNY. 377 

executed^ every one embarked for their respec- 
tive ships^ leaving his majesty sitting upon the 
window sill, in admiration of the marines' red 
coats. 

A signal had been concerted to call the 
merchant captains^ which when made, the latter 
were to resort immediately to the vessel at 
whose masthead it was flying; this was now 
displayed by the Despatch, and there all the 
masters of the ships were seen repairing. When 
assembled. Peregrine stated to them the 
apparent necessity of bringing more force into 
the river, and so bring the natives to a sense of 
justice, by displaying it, rather than by exert- 
ing its fatal power. But before this force could 
be brought to the assistance of the British 
interests, observed Peregrine, the united voice 
of the trade should be raised for it, and a 
requisition to the Commodore should also be 
signed, expressive of the danger threatened to 
it, and the protection required. To this an 
unanimous assent was loudly proclaimed, and 
Peregrine drew up two resolutions, the first 
expressing the amount of British property in 
eminent danger; the second, urgently asking 
the commander to bring the " Skirmisher" into 
the river for its protection: these resolutions 
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were unhesitatingly signed by all the masters 
and supercargoes in the river, and Peregrine 
was requested to present them to the Commo- 
dore, a duty he immediately executed. 

The ** Skirmisher" was a vessel of war of 
that class which would be endangered by 
crossing the bar of the river, but armed with 
such documents the Commodore did not 
hesitate to encounter the responsibility attached 
to the act, but jumping into Peregrine's boat, 
manned with Kroomen, he was instantly on 
his way to his ship, vigorously paddled by these 
indefatigable and faithful men. 

In the mean time the commander of the 
Dolphin shifted that vessel from the river into 
the creek, which more immediately placed the 
town under the command of his guns ; and the 
commander of the Lynx, had the duty assigned 
to him of laying down two buoys, over each 
of which the *^ Scout " would drop an anchor, 
upon her arrival in the river, and as the tide 
flowed and ebbed, would always have a broad- 
side bearing upon the town, without at all alter- 
ing her own position : this duty being comple- 
ted, the latter returned to the Despatch for the 
night. Early the next morning he was 
awakened before day-light by the noise of 
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men working immediately by the bed place 
in which he slept^ and seeing the captain, he 
asked what they were doing so early? A 
large lamp^ burning camphine^ was blazing 
very brilliantly over the open hatchway, 
through which they were handing up small 
casks ; to this question^ Captain Baillie replied, 
^* why, if I tell you, perhaps you wont go to 
sleep again — we are getting gunpowder up, 
, and just underneath you, there are four 
hundred barrels stowed away." However, 
as the quantity rendered all parts of the 
vessel equally secure, he remained quietly 
where he was, soon relapsing into the sleep 
from which he had been disturbed. 

It was about three o'clock in the day, when, 
with a fine fresh sea breeze, the large and 
lofty sails of the " Scout," were seen over 
the low point of land forming the eastern 
entrance of the Bonny; every sail seemed 
swelling with eagerness, to bear along the 
gallant vessel, and she soon appeared rounding 
the point, and foaming angrily through the 
surface of waters. As she ran by the merchant 
ships, each crew cheered her onwards in her 
stem intent. Within a short distance of the 
first buoy, every sail was taken in at a moment's 
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notice — ^the men were as soon furling them-^ 
and anchor after anchor was successively and 
accurately dropped, giving his majesty of 
the Bonny a fine view of her heavy broadside 
guns. A message was despatched to the 
king, to say, that the senior officer would be 
on shore at two the next day, and that the 
king, with all his headmen, would be ex- 
pected to be in readiness to meet him at the 
"Palaver House;" the senior officer farther 
said that no excuse would be allowed, either 
a treaty of amity and commerce, embracing 
also restitution of property, or payment— or 
otherwise a wholesome bombardment, were the 
alternatives set before the king, and his ^^ ad- 
visers." His majesty sent back word by the 
officer, that the wishes of the English officer 
should be complied with ; he seemed to have 
yielded to the "pressure from without," like 
other men at home. 

In the evening, the several masters of the 
ships were notified of the senior officers' desire 
to see them all on board the " Scout " at half- 
past twelve the next day, and other arrange- 
ments having been made similar, but upon a 
larger scale than on the preceding occasion, 
the work of the day ceased, and in a short 
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time nothing was heard but the incessant insect 
song of the tropical night. 

Little was necessary to complete the arrange- 
ments for carrying out the proposed visit to 
the Bonny king, beyond the assembling of 
the parties concerned in it ; about eight in 
the mornings however, the one-eyed pilot came 
on boards dressed up in his yeomanry jacket 
and petticoat trousers^ to say that the king's 
brother was desirous of coming on boards if 
the senior officer would allow of it : permission^ 
of course, was instantly given, and the pilot 
returned for him; in the course of an hour 
a canoe was seen emerging from amongst some 
marygrove bushes, which lined the banks of 
a small creek ; she moved with great rapidity 
through the water, being impelled by forty 
paddles, the men using them were seated upon 
a plank secured to the side of the canoe, and 
so near the water, that their feet frequently 
dipped beneath the surface ; in the centre, was 
a raised platform, upon which low seats were 
placed for the use of those great personages 
to whom these canoes were sacred ; in front of 
the platform a pole was fixed, or rather meant 
to be fixed, for it fell from side to side with 
every motion which the canoe received from 
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the stroke of the paddles in the water, the 
lage flag it bore sweeping across the platf(»rm 
every time the pole changed its position; in 
the bow of the canoe there was a cannon, 
probably a three ponnder, but lashed down 
to a log of wood instead of being mounted on 
a carriage, this gun was repeatedly fired during 
the passage from the shore to the ship, in honor 
of the blood royal, which sat upon the platform, 
attended by some five or six persons, amongst 
whom was old Ballearney en fetishe^ the cos- 
tume of which character he dispensed with as 
soon as he got on the deck of the " Scout" 

When alongside. Jack Brown, the one eyed 
pilot, first mounted the gangway steps, and 
stood there, calling to the king's brother to 
come up ; this however was declined, and the 
royal scion crept in through one of the ports, 
in a manner somewhat undignified; he was 
kindly met by the senior officer, but all civility 
was thrown away upon him; his mind was 
wholly absorbed by what he saw, every thing 
being so totally different to that which he had 
seen in a trading vessel ; the guns, the clean 
white decks, the lofty masts, the arrangements 
for the men below, the officers' cabins, all 
combined to render him speechless with wonder ; 
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on a sudden the drum beat calling the ship's 
company to divisions^ equivalent to an in* 
spection parade ; the marines fell in with their 
arms^ and every man carried either sword, pike, 
or pistol ; at this sudden appearance of so many 
*^ spirits from the vasty deep," who did come 
when they were called, the astonishment of the 
royal visitor was changed to fear, and he 
shrunk under the shelter of the one eyed pilot, 
who with less respect than is usually shewn to 
persons of such birth, rudely repulsed him, 
laughing at his terror, and as he turned gave 
him so strong a push with his foot behind, that 
he charged headlong into the marines who 
were just then presenting arms in the course 
of the manual exercise, through which the 
sergeant was putting them; one of them re- 
stored him to his feet, but he looked heartily 
sick of a ship of war, and solicited to be allowed 
to go on shore, he crept through the same 
port, when being joined by the others, away 
went the canoe firing as before in her progress. 
This visit had been made not for the purpose 
of pleasing the king's brother, for he had no 
pleasure whatever in it, but for the purpose of 
gaining information as to the real object of the 
Scout's visit, and the amount of her force ; 
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for the chiefs of Africa cannot appreciate the 
external difference in the ship of war, and palm 
oiler, and therefore it was that the £boe, Anna 
Pepple, the O'Connell of the Bonny, under 
cover of attending the king^s brother, sent 
persons to see and report to him the real &cts 
of the case, in order that he might govern 
himself and the king accordingly; it was, 
however, the exact policy that suited the senior 
officer's case, and the visit being made just as 
the morning inspection of the men was in 
progress, the whole thing was most opportune. 
The time for going on shore had now 
arrived ; the boats of the merchant ships were 
sent forward with the captains of the several 
ships, to await the arrival of the senior officer 
upon the beach, as was also a guard of 
marines, and some officers to receive him 
when he landed. As the senior officer him- 
self pushed off, the ship was dressed with 
flags, the yards manned, and a salute from 
her heavy guns, thundered from her sides, 
reverberating far away over the drear morass, 
the termination of which, could not be seen 
from the masthead of the ship. On his land- 
ing, the procession was formed as before, 
excepting, that in addition to the party, there 
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was the agent of the west African company, 
(a peculiarly effeminate looking person) a 
body, at that time engaged in procuring 
timber from Fernando Po. This gentleman, 
whom we may style ^* Fernando," imbibed 
some rather comprehensive ideas of his impor- 
tance, in consequence of having accepted the 
rank of mayor in the militia of that island; 
which, in a moment of military mania, had 
been formed, by the authority entrusted by 
the company, to take charge of the settlement, 
on their receiving it from the government. 
Certainly the militia had no chance of finding 
itself ever opposed in arms to any hostile force, 
but it gave the opportunity of assuming the mar- 
tial appendages of epaulettes, and swords. Fer- 
nando put himself forward upon all occasions, 
as the representative of, certainly, as respectable 
a body of mercantile gentlemen, as ever en- 
gaged in an enterprise ; moreover, he wore a 
forage cap, fiercely ornamented with a broad 
red band, a blue frock coat, over which, was 
belted a sword, borrowed from one of the 
officers whose duties retained him on board. 
The suggestions of Fernando were most nume- 
rous, if not altogether useful, during the 
formation of the procession, so much so, that 
VOL. I. s 
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the senior officer was a little *^fiashed/* with 
their frequency^ (as he said in Scotch parlance 
with his usual mildness of hearty) and requested 
the commander of the Lynx^ to whom was 
entrusted the detail of the proceedings^ to 
reduce if possible^ his zeal^ without giving 
offence ; this appeared^ to the latter officer^ a 
very easy matter^ who was then in the act of 
forming the procession, and calling to Fernando, 
said, ^^ Major Fernando^ the senior officer 
requests, as you represent the West African 
Company, that you will walk at the head of 
the captains of the merchant ships, the place 
assigned to you by him, is by the side of 
Captain BaUeamey, you see him there, in the 
fetishe dress of the Bonny country " — for in 
this dress the masters of the diflferent vessels 
had jocosely clamoured for his appearance.^- 
Fernando looked with suspicion upon the 
conspicuous post to which he was called,, and 
hesitated to accept it. 

^^I am really unworthy of such an honor, 
Mr. ." 

" By no means, " replied the other, " the 
West African Company must be represented, 
and equally so with any other interest here. " 
and he walked Fernando away to the side of 
the fetishman. 



OS THE BANKS OF THE BONNY. 387 

"Shall I draw my sword?" aaked Fer- 
nando. 

" Ell ! moQ, ye maun wait a wee, " inter- 
posed BaUcamey. 

"But suppose we are attacked," said Fer- 
nando, who seemed, like Mr. Acres, to hare 
some disquieting anticipations. 

" Hout mon 1 then ye can just gie't to me." 
was the quiet rejoinder of the fine old High- 
lander, who, in such an event, would soon have 
cast off his fetishe robes, 

Fernando was manifestly in a false position, 
but to recede at this juncture, was impossible, 
whatever was his inclination ; so, when the word 
was given to advance, on he went, with an 
unwilling step, but consoling himself with 
the hope, that the sacred character of his com- 
panion would be a shield to him, if danger 
threatened. 

After a walk of about half a mile, the 
entrance to the town was gained, and the 
procession threaded its way through dirty and 
narrow lanes, studded with miserable huts, 
until, at length, the whole assemblage reached 
the " Palaver House, " Almost ■( tha llBts 
time, the king with some of &A iMt ' 
entered at another door-way, for lh( 

^^ 3 
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no doors ; a long, narrow table, surrounded by 
benches on three sides, and a single chair at the 
end, for the king, occupied one comer of the 
space comprised in the term ^* Palaver House. " 
The king took his seat, and the senior officer 
followed his example, every one else standing 
up. The latter authority was about to begin, 
when he was informed that all the headmen 
were not present, and that nothing could be 
done till they were; upon which, he firmly 
declared that if they were not there in twenty 
minutes, he would embark, and open the nego- 
tiation in a more forcible manner than at present 
he proposed ; and saying this, he laid upon the 
table, a valuable gold watch, with chain, and 
seals attached, explaining when the twenty 
minutes would have elapsed. Never probably, 
was a watch in such imminent danger as, at this 
moment, that watch was. The king seemed to 
regard it with a child like desire of possession, 
his head men watched it, as a dog watches the 
hand holding over its nose a piece of savoury 
meat, and leaving every thing else out of the 
question, the possession of the watch, promised 
to be a casus belli. 

Jack Brown however, who knew that an 
English vessel of war was often a rough play- 
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mate^ posted off to find the absent headmen^ 
and being a man of influence^ then probably 
equivalent to a first Lord of an Admiralty else- 
where, soon returned with two out of the three, 
who were, like the despatches of the West 
India governor to lord Grey, " missing." The 
Eboe, Anna Fepple, at this time stood at the 
chief entrance, savagely glaring upon Jack 
Brown, whom he regarded as opposing his 
policy, which was to prevent negotiation by 
a constitutional obstacle, namely, the absence 
of the fetishe man, for Balleamey woidd not do 
for the occasion. Anna Fepple threw upon 
the senior officer a haughty, and defying 
glance, for he had, surrounding the " Palaver 
House," not less than four hundred men, 
armed with spears, muskets, and large knives, 
evidently intended for the purposes of intimi- 
dation, if for nothing of a more tragic nature. 
But the senior officer was not of that breed 
of diplomatists whom moles control — principle 
and duty, not a servile submission to expedi- 
ency and trickery, was the foundation of his 
course, and from it he was not to be diverted 
by threats, or cajolery, temperate as he might 
be. 

The commander of the Lynx had been 

8 5 
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observing Anna Pepple pretty much as the 
latter had been regarding Jack Brown, who 
could only return the scowl with one eye, and 
seeing that some time had passed without doing 
any thing, he could no longer refrain from 
stating his opinion to the senior ofBcer that 
the intention was to overreach him by artifice ; 
that the threat of leaving in twenty minutes 
having been abandoned because two, of 
the three absent headmen, came, it was 
clearly intended to frustrate all attempt to 
negotiate; and then he suggested that the 
Palaver House should be left, and that the 
guns of the ^^ Scout " and *^ Dolphin ^ should 
dispose of the question. At the conclusion 
turning a fierce and angry look upon Anna 
Pepple, exclaimed ^' this, sir, is the rascal 
"who is opposing you ; make him bring the 
fetishe man, or cut him down where he 
stands " — at the same moment he enforced the 
observation by suddenly thrusting the rosette 
of his cocked hat against the mouth of Anna 
Pepple, who was about to speak, and seizing 
him by the mantle he wore, drew him up to the 
senior officer, saying, ^^ silence — you shall not 
rule in the Bonny while the war ship is here." 
The commander of the Lynx well knew* the 
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character of the people with whom he was 
deaUng, and every thing he said wa^ rapidly 
spread amongst them — ^for a minute Anna 
Pepple stood firm^ but finding that had no 
effect, he relaxed and became as pliant in the 
hands of the senior officer^ as is the heated iron 
beneath the hammer of the smith. 

At this period a sound was heard similar to 
that of a crowd of people rushing by; every 
one stood upon the defence^ each grasped the 
hilt of his sword^ and waited the coming 
event — Fernando hastily rose, and placing his 
hands upon his stomach, assured the assembly 
that he was seized with an acute illness, and 
his immediate retirement from the scene was 
imperative ; he vanished with extreme celerity, 
under some unpleasing advice as to the selec- 
tion of the region of his retreat, and whether in 
pursuance of that advice, or in search of safety 
elsewhere, he scuttled away, with all the speed 
of which he was master to the boats, and 
persuaded the crew of one of them to row him 
on board any ship excepting the "Scout," 
whose avocations were hostile to his nervous 
system. The cause of all this was ludicrous 
enough— amongst the masters of the ships, 
there was one in whom a disposition towards 
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monkey tricks notliing could quell; he was 
tired of waiting quiet so long, and strolled out 
with a large umbrella in his hand to shield 
himself from the sun : on looking roim.d the 
comer of the building he saw the crowd of Anna 
Pepple's followers gaping idly about, and 
quietly shutting his umbrella he suddenly 
opened it again, and ran forward ; the peculiar 
sound attending this action frightened those 
who were nearest, the more distant caught the 
panic, and every man ran away with his utmost 
speed, but from what danger none of them 
knew. After a time they returned laughing 
heartily at the trick, and playfully patting the 
author of it on the back. 

In the meantime the fetishe man for whom 
Anna Pepple had sent, arrived, and having 
embraced his brother priest, Balleamey, the 
negotiation went on without farther difficulty, 
and it ended in signing a treaty which equitably 
adjusted the disputes, and defined the rights of 
either party, when every thing being amicably 
arranged, the senior officer took an affectionate 
leave of the king, walked in procession to his 
boats, and soon reached his ship, well satisfied 
with the result of his endeavours. On en- 
quiry for Fernando amongst the merchant 
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ships, it was ascertained that he had gone acroBS 
to the Calabar river, not feeling the anchorage 
of the Bonny removed sufficiently from the 
possibility of again involving him in diplo- 
macy. 

Tho nest day the senior officer gave a dinner 
on board the " Scout " to all the captains of the 
ships present, one of which was French, and 
whose captain was foremost upon all occasions 
to support the views of the English captain, 
liberally admitting that the treaty executed was 
not for England alone, but for the ships of 
every nation which traded to the Bonny. 
This last scene ha\ing closed, the " Scout " left 
the river the nest morning, being piloted out 
by Ballearney the "fetishe man." 

An appalling occurrence was found to have 
taicn place on board the " Scout " during the 
previous night. When the negro slaves upon 
Princes' Island found out that an English 
settlement had been formed at Fernando Po, 
some of them had courage to seize i 
the most fragile canoes, submit theiA 
the sea, and trusting to the south-tf 
which blows in those [jarts with gi 
ity, with the help of an old blauifji 
ihey preferred the 



894 TRADE, LAW, AND DIPLOMACY 

Yoyage in this maimer to a life of slavery 
amongst the Portuguese ; they were sure they 
seemed to think, that terminate as it would, 
freedom must result from it. It happened 
however that the authorities of Princes' Island 
had made representations of these desertions to 
the English admiral upon the station, who 
deemed it his duty to order any such slaves 
who might be found in the settlement of 
Fernando Fo, to be taken on board a vessel of 
war and restored to the complainants ; two 
women and a man had been apprehended in 
accordance with this order, and having been 
delivered into the hands of the captain of the 
^* Scout," that officer had no alternative but to 
obey his admiral's directions ; how far the 
admiral himself was justified in giving such an 
order is quite a different matter : in the first 
place why interfere at all between the Portu- 
guese slave owner, and the slave ? why should 
the British admiral consent to become a police- 
man for the purposes of suppressing the flight 
of slaves from a Portuguese colony ? or upon 
what authority could he cause them, even if 
guilty of a criminal offence, to be apprehended 
upon Spanish territory, for such Fernando Po 
was, although a British mercantile party resided 
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there. However the unhappy fugitiTea were 
seized and placed on board the " Scout," which 
vessel, after having arranged matters in the 
Bonny, woiJd then proceed to Princes' Island 
with them ; this intention was awfully frus- 
trated. 

When daylight broke preparations were in 
progress for leaving the river ; the hammocks 
had been piped up, and the men were now at 
the capstan heaving in the cable ; the three 
slaves had been sullen and still from the time 
they had been put on board, but at this moment 
one of the women rushed on deck, and almost 
succeeded in throwing herself into the water, 
where the sharks would soon have dreadl'ully 
terminated her miseries ; such was her deter- 
mination, that in order to prevent another 
attempt, she was put in irons. On looking 
round for tlic man, he was found upon the 
bins, which surround the lower decks of 
vessels simUar to the " Scout," with a small 
line having a noose in it passed round his 
neck, the other end having been fastened to 
the beam above ; he had tightened the 1 
and then had thrown his whole weig^ 
upon tlie line, remaining in that ] 
suffocation had ended his life. 
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conseqaence of trusting to British views of 
African freedom and justice in 1837 — and in 
1846 this petty departure from all previous 
professions was enlarged to the fullest enormity 
by the encouragement given by British states- 
men to the slave labour of Cuba and the 
Brazils, 

While these things were transacting in the 
Bonny, one of those barbarous rites, so fre- 
<juently found in savage life, was preparing in 
the Calabar, a river which at the distance of 
about twelve miles opens into the estuary 
which also receives the Bonny. The ffete 
which was about to be celebrated in this river, 
(the territory surrounding which is subject to 
a separate chief, and as is the case throughout 
western Africa, populated by a people using 
neither the same language nor customs, nor 
owning the same divinity as that which is 
acknowledged by their adjoining neighbours,) 
was the annual sacrifice of a young female child 
to the deity of the country, which was no other 
than the shark ; this creature is held in the 
Calabar equally in veneration as is the guana 
in the Bonny. 

Early in the morning the war canoes of the 
river were collected in one spot, having poles 
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rudelj erected in tliem, from the ends of which 
flutteied in the air all manner of flags, formed 
from the various manufactures of England and 
other places, such as gaudy handkerchiefs, 
ribbons, strips of linen, and here and there a 
striped shirt, these canoes being decorated by 
the taste of the king of the place } accom- 
panying them were a vast concourse of smaller 
canoes, belonging generally to individuals, all 
dressed out according to the taste and means of 
the owners ; a few planks put together so that 
intervals should occur between ^em formed a 
raft, which was also dressed out in a manner 
similar to the canoes. 

Every thing being in readiness a circle was 
formed, consisting of the king, all the "fetishe" 
men, " headmen " men of the Calabar, in the 
centre of which was a group of men, apparently 
slaves, tricked out in all manner of tawdry 
ornaments, carrying in a kind of tray made of 
wicker work covered with a red cloth, a female 
child, upon whose head there was a wreath of 
artificial flowers of the gaudiest hues, and from 
whose neck and limbs hung and fluttered 
the morning breeze ribbons of the 
colours. The little being laughed, and 
with the emblems whi 
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sacrifice to pagan rites, with aU the rivacity of 
her age and infant mind ; she was about twelve 
years old, and like the AMcan of that age, her 
figure, which but for the decorations was quite 
exposed, was forming in very beautiful pro- 

fi>rth in all manner of childish gestures, laugh- 
ing, and exclamations. 

In not less, but more subdued enjoyment, 
immediately by the tray walked the mother and 
other relations of the victim devoted child ; for 
to have a child selected to be the sacrifice is 
held to be an occurrence ensuring for ever 
blessings upon her, and the family of which she 
was a member. 

When the canoes were reached, the king and 
those we have mentioned placed themselves in 
one of the largest, the platform and tray with 
the child in it being placed in the centre, the 
child was gecurely strapped to the tray which 
was again fastened to the platform. The slaves 
then took their seats and the whole procession 
moved onwards to the bar of the river, guns 
firing, the country drum, called from its sound, 
a " tom-tom," beating, and flags and streamers 
flying in gay confusion. 

After a time the bar of the river was gaiued, 
when some farther form was gone through by 
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the fetishe men, and preparations were made 
to place the raft, tray, and sacrifice together 
upon the water ; up to this moment, the child, 
who was brought up to look forward to this 
fete as a day of amusement and rejoicing, of 
which she was to be the queen, exultingly 
entered into what she felt was sport ; but when 
the wretched creature found herself about to be 
launched and abandoned upon the wave, fear 
overcame every other feeling — her laugh of joy 
passed into the scream of terror — her eyes just 
before sparkling in delight, now flowed with 
tears. She attempted to jump back into the 
canoe, before the raft was quite launched, but 
she was bound to it — madly she tore from her 
head the wreath, and from her limbs the rib- 
bons with which they were decorated — all was 
useless, her screams were drowned by the noises 
already described, and the inhuman cheers 
of the assemblage, in which the mother and 
relations were the most prominently partaking ; 
the sacrifice was now on the water only waiting 
to be seized by the monster deity of the Calabar. 
The canoes retired to a short distance ; soon 
the sharks were guided by instinct to the raft, 
and their dark forms were seen gliding through 
the water as they rose to the surface : if the 
child is soon torn off the tray, which it generally 
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is immediately, (for the incessant supply of food 
from the slave barracoons cause the sharks to 
congregate here) the country is in favor for the 
year, if on the contrary, it is an offending 
nation. 

It has been said, and urged last year in the 
House of Commons, that Africa only wants 
trade to introduce Christianity and civilization^ 
which will, as a matter of course, dissipate 
paganism, and banish the barbarous customs 
and cruelties which prevail there. From one 
end of this coast to the other, although trade 
has obtained settiement in a variety of places, 
yet paganism and barbarism hold as unre- 
strained a reign as before trade appeared ; and 
although in the Bonny an enormous trade for 
palm oil has been carried on for upwards of 
forty years, as it took the place of the British 
slave trade, yet no advance either to Christianity 
or civilization can be discovered in the chief 
or his people, if we except their adoption of 
drunkenness, and as much of the low trickery 
of business as they have capacity to acquire. 
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